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Economic Benefits of  
Whitefish and Flathead Lakes 

 

Researchers at the Whitefish Lake Institute and the Flat-
head Lake Biological Station teamed up to estimate the 
benefits that Whitefish and Flathead Lakes impart to 
home values in the form of price premiums for lakefront 
and nearby real estate. This premium can be roughly 
interpreted as the aesthetic benefit landowners derive 
from living on or near lakes with exceptional water  
quality. Numerous other studies have provided convinc-
ing evidence that property values are positively affected 
by clean water or conversely, degradation in water quali-
ty can lower property values. The study used a “hedonic” 
pricing model to estimate how much more people are 
willing to pay for homes with lake associated amenities. 
The data set consisted of over 7,000 sales transactions 
from 2004 to 2018. Estimates are in 2018 dollars. 
(continued on Page 2…) 

Largest Ever Conservation Easement  
Completed on Whitefish Lake 

 

WLI board of directors Secretary/Treasurer John Collins 
and his wife Anne, long-time WLI supporters, recently 
finalized a conservation easement on 672 acres of pri-
vate land adjoining Whitefish Lake. In partnership with 
The Montana Land Reliance (MLR), the voluntary con-
servation easement protects both natural and scenic val-
ues and important fish and wildlife habitat associated 
with the property. 
 

Highly visible from Whitefish Lake and the surrounding 
area, the Collins family land provides a critical wildlife 
corridor between a large adjoining tract of Montana State 
School Trust Land and 1.2 miles of Whitefish Lake 
shoreline on the property. (continued on Page 4…) 

 

The study suggests that highly desirable lakes such as 
Flathead Lake and Whitefish Lake enhance  

surrounding property values thereby contributing  
significantly to the local economy and tax base.  
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Career Opportunity:  
WLI Finance & Grants Manager 

 

The Whitefish Lake Institute (WLI) seeks an experienced and highly orga-
nized professional to join our small non-profit team. Part Time to Full Time, 
depending on skills and qualifications. Position manages finances, including 
AP, AR, payroll, programmatic budgeting and financial reporting. Must be 
fluent in QuickBooks Pro software, as well as Excel for budgeting and grant 
management. The ideal candidate writes, administers, and reports on grants 
to support programming, and engages in organizational planning, staff meet-
ings, board meetings, WLI sponsored events, and miscellaneous administra-
tive tasks. Must have bachelor’s degree and at least five years of experience 
bookkeeping. See the full job description at www.whitefishlake.org. 

(Economic Benefits of Whitefish and Flathead Lakes con’t from Page 1…) 
 

Study Results 
The study provides esti-
mates of the aesthetic 
benefit residential land 
owners derive from living 
on or nearby Whitefish 
Lake and Flathead Lake, 
which both exhibit excep-
tional water clarity. 
 

Lakefront Price Premium 
Lakefront on Whitefish 
Lake commanded a price 
premium of 254% or $1.3 
million on average com-
pared to the same home 
located over 2 km from the lake. The effect of Whitefish Lake on home value 
diminished the further the property was from the lake. The price premium 
ranged from 5% to 29% for properties within 0.5 km, 1 km, 1.5 km and 2 km 
buffers from the lake. In comparison, lakefront homes on Flathead Lake exhibit-
ed a 114% or $0.5 million on average price premium compared to the same 
home over 2 km from the lake. Contrary to our expectations, proximity to Flat-
head Lake did not positively influence housing values for homes that were not 
on the lake. 
 

Contribution to the Economy 
In Montana, local government and school district tax collections arise almost 
entirely from property taxes (96.4%). Aggregating price premiums estimated for 
lakefront property, we calculated Flathead Lake contributed $1.6 to $2.2 billion 
to real estate values. The capitalization of Flathead Lake into surrounding lake-
front parcels resulted in an additional $12 to $17 million in property tax revenue. 
Whitefish Lake enhanced surrounding property values by $0.6 to $1.1 billion 
contributing $5 to $8 million in property tax revenue. 
 

The full report can be found at www.whitefishlake.org under What’s Happening. 

A frozen Monk’s Bay as viewed from  
Whitefish City Beach. 
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Ripple Effect Scholarship Application Reminder 
  

WLI offers three types of scholarship opportunities to quali-
fied students. The scholarship program can award students 
in three categories including 1) a $500 scholarship for tuition 
to a high school student as they enter college, 2) an unpaid 
Internship (see below) at WLI which when completed offers 
a $1,000 stipend toward the student’s tuition, and 3) WLI’s 
support of a graduate thesis or dissertation. Appropriate 
courses of study for consideration in the scholarship pro-
gram include: biology, ecology, environmental science/
studies, hydrology, or other fields related to water quality as 
approved by WLI staff. For more information, see our web-
site www.whitefishlake.org under Education Programs. The 
deadline for applications is April 15th. 
 

 
Summer Internship Opportunity 

 

One of the most important aspects of WLI’s educational pro-
gramming is to encourage and mentor students. WLI has 
hosted college interns dating back to 2007. Thanks to our 
Ripple Effect Scholarship Fund, a $1,000 stipend towards 
tuition is awarded to an upper level university student who 
completes a successful summer internship with WLI. 
 

WLI interns learn about streams, rivers and lakes, water-
shed processes, limnological data collection, and data pro-
cessing and analysis. The intern also learns about—and 
participates in—the daily functioning of a small non-profit 
corporation. WLI attempts to match the intern with special 
projects that are in their interest area. One intern can be 
accepted each summer. Internship applications are due April 
15. To learn more about the internship and application pro-
cess, please visit our website: www.whitefishlake.org. 

 

 
Wetland Trail Annual Closure  

 

We hope you are enjoying your treks at the Living Wetlands 
Interpretive Nature Trail in the Averill’s Viking Creek Wetland 
Preserve! Please remember we are nearing the annual 
March 15th to May 1st trail closure to maintain the structural 
integrity of the trail, protect native vegetation, and avoid po-
tential spring wildlife/human conflicts. Until then, enjoy your 
winter walks along the trail. 
 
If you know of a small group (8 minimum) that would like a 
guided interpretive nature walk, including the story of how 
WLI became the owner of the property and our management 
approach, please contact the WLI office. 

Since late 2019, WLI has hosted speakers addressing a 
variety of topics at our well-attended Science Quenchers. 
The events—aimed at engaging community members in 
science and conservation issues—have gathered smart, 
interesting audiences with a desire to learn something new. 
We responded to the Covid-19 pandemic by temporarily 
moving our events online through Zoom, and will continue 
to do so until it is once again safe to gather.  
 

At our most recent Science Quencher, on January 15th, our 
four scientists included: Franz Ingelfinger, a wildlife biologist 
and restoration ecologist for Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks. 
Franz shared his work on a riparian habitat restoration pro-
ject that directly seeds black cottonwood at an ecologically 
significant scale in areas impacted by dam-altered flow re-
gimes by mimicking the work of the river in preparing 
ground for seeding and supporting long term survival. This 
approach has broad applicability across landscapes impact-
ed by dam operations.  
 

Ryan Richardson, a fluvial geomorphologist with River De-
sign Group, discussed his work developing a spatial model 
of septic risk for the Flathead Lake basin for the Flathead 
Basin Commission by mapping known risk factors for septic 
system failure including soil type, slope, groundwater depth, 
and proximity to surface water.  
 

Lori Roberts, Research Assistant (Bear Biologist) for Mon-
tana Fish, Wildlife & Parks, highlighted her work in the 
Greater Continental Divide Ecosystem to understand grizzly 
bear population status and trends and how it relates to griz-
zly bear management throughout the western United 
States.  
 

Samantha Tappenbeck, Conservation Program Manager for 
Flathead Conservation District, presented on the locally led 
conservation work being done by the Flathead Conservation 
District (FCD) including restoration work on Cow and Ashley 
Creeks as well as what programs are available through 
FCD to help landowners protect water resources on their 
lands.  
 

We thank all of our past Science Quencher speakers and 
participants, and look forward to bringing our next Science 
Quencher to life on April 16th where we will feature young 
professionals.  
 

Science Quencher Summary 
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(Largest Ever Conservation Easement Completed on Whitefish Lake con’t from Page 1…) 
 
The Collins’ family settled in the Whitefish area in the early nineteen hundreds and has owned the conserved property for 20 
years. Their grandchildren now represent the sixth generation of the family to call the beautiful town of Whitefish home. Having 
witnessed substantial changes in Whitefish throughout his life, John advised, “We placed this easement on our property to keep a 
large part of Whitefish Lake forever free of development.” 
 

Covered with a diverse stand of timber containing nearly every species of Montana evergreen from ponderosa pine, Douglas fir 
and western larch, to red cedar and western hemlock, the property provides habitat for numerous species of wildlife including 
deer, elk, moose, wolf, lynx, and black and grizzly bear. MLR Western Manager, Mark Schiltz remarked, “This project represents 
one of the most important conservation easements in the Flathead Valley and MLR is honored to partner with the Collins family to 
help make this happen.”  
 

While the conservation easement permanently protects the water quality of Whitefish Lake by prohibiting the construction of all 
future lakeshore homes on the property, it also helps maintain forest health by permitting responsible commercial timber harvests. 
“The easement allows us to manage our timberland to promote forest health and maintain species diversity while providing im-
portant habitat for all types of wildlife,” John explained. 
 

“This couldn’t happen at a more important time, given the explosive growth the valley is currently experiencing,” Mark advised. 
“The Collins family has given a gift that will benefit Whitefish and the Flathead Valley for generations to come.” 
 
 

Anne & John Collins Conservation Easement 



Whitefish Lake Institute Supporters         
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Sustainer ($20,000 and above) 

 The Lodge At Whitefish Lake-Averill Family      

 Fellow ($5,000 and above)  

 Collins, John & Anne   Jones, Bill & Ann   Shaw, Mike & Marie   

 Gregory, Joe & Cindy   Pastor, Monica   Shennan, Janna & Jamie   

 Hoag, Jim & Anna   Schlinger Family Foundation   Taylor, Don & Ruth   

 Guarantor ($1,000 to $4,999)  

 Abell, Charlie & Susan   Ila B. Dousman Fund, Inc.   Quinn, Tom & Teresa   Valner, Alberto and Stacy  

 Atkinson, Richard & Carol   InvesTech Research- Jim & Lisa Stack   Raudabaugh, Joseph & Beverly   Whisler, Steve & Ardy  

 Blake, Rick & Alicia   Kramer Family Fund   Reich, Victoria   Whitefish Credit Union  

 First Interstate Bank  Lyman, Ched & Becky   River Design Group   Young, Alison  

 Grenier, Charles & Teresa   McCann, Paul & Janice   Rowntree, Walter & Laura Reynolds   

 Gustafson, Mike   Muhlfeld, John & Stephanie Sunshine   Shaw, Van &  Marla   

 Visionary ($500 to $999)  

 Blair, Ric & Dawn   Covey, Mike & Stacey   LaTourelle, Pat   Ryan, Bill & Bev  

 Brister, Tara & Matthew   Cowett, Mark & Connie   Lion Mountain Homeowners   Shaw, Van &  Marla  

 Bulkley, Brad & Ann   Fleming, Don & Joann   Mance, Mark & Katherine Callahan   Solberg, Dick & Jane  

 Burke, Karen- In honor of Dr. Donald Feldman   Forestoration, Inc.   McKeever, Marlin and Maureen   Steck, Ann  

 Campbell, Luther & Dorothy   Glacier Bank   Montalban, Cora Belle   Stinson Family Trust  

 Chickering, Nick & Karen   Houston Point HOA   Repke, John & Beth   Sullivan, Rick and Judi  

 Cleveland, Gail & Bruce Tannehill   Jenson, Mike & Barb   Ricklefs, Hank & Sue   Whitefish Mountain Resort Fund  

 Benefactor ($250 to $499)  

 637 Nature Trail, LLC   Eickman, Kim & Peter Petri   Lyon, Lawrence & Yvette   Salt, Deb & Tim  

 Anderes, Elise & Stefan   Erickson, Bart & Carole   Meagher, Nathan and Kristy   Salvagio, Philip  

 Anderson-Montgomery Consulting Engineers   Fletcher, Sue   Nelson's Ace Hardware   Scott, Peter & Lori Asplund  

 Bayne, Bill & Betsy   Gordon, Richard & Cheryl Watkins   North Country Builders, Inc.   Straub, Carl  

 Blake, Cameron & Sandy Gray   Haymon, Robert & Barbara Krausekhopf   Rattray, Jason & Kristina   Sutter, Ronald & Margo  

 Boss Properties, LLC   Hildner, Richard & Suzanne   Richardson, Ryan   Svennungsen, Nancy & Mark  

 Bucher, Charles and Sandra   Koopal, Craig & Ann   Robinson, Mitch & Jennifer   Vandenburgh, John & Kristen  

 DM Miller Properties, LLC   Little Bitterroot Lake Association   Robitzski, Steven   W P Bell & Family  

 Dobbins, Matt and Lisa   Losleben, George & Connie Johnson   Rothberg, Marty   Watershed Consulting, LLC  

 Leader ($100 to $249)  

 Abell, Koel & Lazette   Fletcher, Greg   Lieser, Ed & Susan   Sawtelle, Bill & Linda  

 Abell, Tarn & Marybeth   Gardner, Robin   Malletta, Sue & Joe   Sawtelle, Cami & Eric  

 Appelgren, Brent   Gersh, Judah & Tanya   Martin, David & Lynne   Schroeter, Franklin & Sun  

 Aronsson, Peter & Cheri   Gordon, Rob & Karin Hilding   McCartney, Sierra & Brett Svetlik   Scott, Toby  

 Bauch, Duane & Valerie   Grady, Dave & Linda Engh-Grady   McDermid, David   Sheffels, Marcia  

 Bennett, Michael and MerryLynn Southers   Gunderson, Greg & Catherine   McIntyre, Curt & Sherry   Short, Dan  

 Bennett, Robert & Caryl   Hartlieb, John & Kathi   McMahon, Kate   Stadler, Martha  

 Bryan, Kirk   Hartman, Dewey & Sandra   Monzingo, Betty   Strand, Tim and Sukey Pfirman  

 Cabin 6, Inc.   Hauf, Ron   Moore, Shawna & Jamie   The Landlord  

 Center For Native Plants   Heinrich, Klause & Joaquenia   Morgan, Devonna   Towne Printer  

 Chadwick, Doug & Karen Reeves   Heinzig, Dennis & Iona McMillan   Morrison, Sharon   Trifunovich, Dragi  

 Chauner-Niendorf, Cyndi   Hunt, Leslie & Will   Neff, Samuel & Ruth   Trousdale, David & Jeannine  

 Christian, Steve & Doreen   Jette Lake Land Owners Association   Noftsinger, David & Michelle   Vandermeer, Janet  

 Cook, Steven   Kibbe, Jim & Marion   Peschel, John &  Laura   Walls, Stephanie  

 Cuffe, Mick & Lanette   King, John & Maureen   Phelps, John & Melisa   Walters, Ed & Susan  

 Curtis, Walt & Lori   Knechtel, Murray & Deb Bartlett   Pierson, Debbie & Mike   Wilhoit, Charles & Marcia Rieke  

 Danczyk, Gary & Annell   Koopal, Jack   Reed, Doug & Nikki   Williams, Amy & Timothy  

 Eckert, Will   Koopal, Mike & Mae   Regev, Nir & Cherie   Woodruff, Nancy & Steve Thompson  

 Flag Nor Fail, Inc.   Labrie, Bill & Alice   Rowles, Roger & Val Konnerup   

 Sponsor ($50 to $99)  

 Akey, Lin and Kathy   Erickson, Courtney   Kirk, Phil & Lesia   Ruffatto, Chris  

 Amalgamated Sope Company   Fanning, Michael & Jill   Kuhl, Tanner & Stephanie   Schott, Brian & Lyndsay  

 Askevold, Gerald & Sally Jo   Ferrington, Alan   Larsen, Arnold & Karen   Schuber, Charlie & Nancy  

 Barham, Mike & Kristi   Flathead Urology- Dr. Jon Mercer   Larson, Steven & Karen   Smart, Mike & Timmie  

 Birch Hills Homes   Follett, Doug & Ann   Lawson, Bob & Dyan   Smith, Will & Bonnie  

 Bisharat, Ibrahim & Martha   Gaffin, Lance & Kathleen   Linne, Mitchell & Gail   Sramek, Joseph  

 Bruzek, Bill & Judie   Gehri, Richard & Glenda   Love, William & Catherine   Stearns, Chuck & Rita  

 Burg, Bill & Kay   Giampietro, Edward   Madler, Marianne   Stolte, Don & Linda  

 Carter, Diane   Gunderson, Karen   Magone, Larry & Barb   Streeter, Mike & Bonnie  

 Cavin, Ben   Haller, Bruce & Kaye   Malchik, Antonia & Ian   Sullivan, Colleen  

 Chaisson, Megan   Harding, Tom & Sue   Menicke, Richard & Jennifer Asebrook   Sullivan, Gail  

 Chauner, Linda   Harrison, Gil &  Ruth   Moll, Sue & Gaylen   Taylor, Janis  

 Corwin, Bill   Holdhusen, Chris   Moore, John & Janice   Theissen, Dennis  

 Crites, Andy & Wendy   Holley, Justin & Katherine   Muhlfeld, Clint & Amy   Thompson, Derreck & Lesley  

 Curtis, Kitty & Stewart Stadler   Holt, Chris   Olson, Ron & Linda   VanKoten, Doug  

 Daniels, Matt & Kate   Hopkins, Donna   O'Neil, Christy   Vars, Tom & Carol  

 Daniels, Scott & Karen   Hyer, Gary & Jill   Paslawsky, Andrew & Kim Sands   Verdon, Paul & Colleen  

 DeHerrera, Jimmy & Michaelan   Ingelfinger, Franz & Cynthia   Patterson, James   Ward, Dick & Diane  

 Eckstrom, Andy & Jennie   Jopek, Mike & Pam Gerwe   Ramlow, James and Alma   Welle, Joel and Megan Pepe  

 Elser, Monica & Jim   Kavanagh, John   Ronseth, Shirley   Whitby, William & Karen  

 Ennis, Felicia   Kemp, Craig &  Holly   Roosa, Karl & Elaine   

 Current Grantors & Research Funders  

 Cadeau Foundation   Montana Fish Wildlife & Parks   Soroptimists of Whitefish   Whitefish County Water District  

 City of Whitefish    Flathead Conservaton District   Upper Columbia Commission   Whitefish Community Foundation  

Active Members who have donated for 10+ years since 2005                                                                                                    
Active Members who have donated for 5-9 years since 2005 
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Great Gift Ideas  
from WLI–  

 

visit our website  
www.whitefishlake.org 
or stop by the office to 
get a bumper sticker, 
various publications,  

a map, or other items.  

 


