Quarterly Newsletter of the Whitefish Lake Institute

Lori Curtis Retires

On June 30, at 66 years young, | departed the White-
fish Lake Institute office for the last time as an employ-
ee. But, a part of me will remain with WLI long into the
future. As Science & Education Director since January
2010, | enjoyed an incredibly diverse job. Some days
had me wading in the cool tributaries to Whitefish Lake
collecting water samples; other days found me wading
through the fundraising and financial management maze
of a small nonprofit. | captained our research boat, man-
aged our events, conducted research, wrote reports,
helped develop our Living Wetlands Interpretive Nature
Trail, educated our youth, raised funds, and paid the
bills.

And because WLI was an early leader in the fight
against Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS), | had the oppor-
tunity to contribute to building our local AIS program,
and to serve on the (continued on Page 2...)

WLI board president Andy Feury presents Lori Curtis with a
plaque for 10 years of dedicated service to WLI at her
retirement party on July 30th, hosted by Mike and Mae Koopal

Summer 2021

What makes Whitefish Great? The Lake! The Great Fish
Community Challenge kicks off Thursday, August 5t and
runs through September 17t. This six week event culmi-
nates with a fun run (no color this year) and community
event in Depot Park on September 11t%. This dynamic
fundraising campaign raises money for things that matter
to Whitefish. If you are enrolled to receive WLI email cor-
respondence, you will receive one email each week de-
scribing reasons to give to protect Whitefish Lake. WLI
will be raising much needed funds to support long-term
water quality monitoring and programs that keep the lake
(continued on Page 2)...
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(Lori Curtis Retires, continued from Page 1...) legislatively-created Upper
Columbia Conservation Commission working alongside contributors from
Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks, the Department of Natural Resources and
Conservation and just about every resource management agency in the
state. Rarely does one see such a wonderfully non-partisan effort on behalf
of our ecological resources.

During my decade at WLI, | worked closely with Executive Director and
Founder Mike Koopal to grow the organization and extend our reach. Mike
founded WLI in 2005, creating the organization from scratch with the sup-
port of his wife Mae, a dedicated, long-time Whitefish teacher. Over the
years since Mike welcomed me to WLI, our partnership in the organization
grew stronger as did the friendship between our families. This is the gift |
take with me as | enter this new phase of my life. After 50 years of working
full time and often with more than one job, | embrace the idea of a less
structured life. | will continue serving as part-time Associate Faculty teaching
graduate studies online for Prescott College.

In parting, | thank the community of Whitefish for your support of WLI’s mis-
sion and work, and ask everyone to consider this: WLI serves as the voice
for the Whitefish Lake Watershed. Without your vision to support WLI, safe,
clean water will not be possible; without your stewardship, you could be
jeopardizing water quality, leaving conditions that are difficult, if impossible
to restore; without your support of WLI programming, decisions might be
made based on uninformed assumptions or sensationalized press, we could
lose water quality habitat integrity and an important educational and recrea-
tional community amenity, and there would be dramatically fewer education-
al programs to develop future water quality stewards.

WLI is small in size, but huge in reach. Whitefish Lake may look fine to the
untrained eye, but below its surface is a complex interplay of biological,
chemical, and physical attributes that communicate the condition of the lake.
WLI monitors and reports on these attributes, contributing to the overall
knowledge of the resource, and providing information so we can all make
informed resource management decisions.

I hope you will join me in continuing to support WLI and the tireless work of
Executive Director, Mike Koopal; Science & Education Director, Cynthia
Ingelfinger; and WLI's new Finance & Grants Manager, Carol Treadwell.

(Great Fish Community Challenge, continued from Page 1...) clean,
clear, and free of invasive mussels. Funds raised this year will go to support
the Lake Elevation Study, a real time, data collection effort that will link lake
levels to stream and weather data. Other water quality programs supported
from this fundraiser include the monitoring of 41 lakes in Northwest Mon-
tana, combating the spread of aquatic invasive mussels like zebra mussels
to local waterbodies, the upkeep and maintenance of the living wetlands
nature trail and the water cleansing wetlands, and water education for K-12
and college students. If you wish to support this important work please fol-
low this link to donate starting August 5, 2021: https:/
whitefishcommunityfoundation.org/donations/ways-to-donate/
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WLI Presents Stewardship Awards

Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks (MFWP) AIS Team. While
Montana FWP has a statewide team working on the Aquatic
Invasive Species (AIS) issue, a select group have gone out
of their way to support the Whitefish AIS program. Tom
Woolf and Zach Crete lead the Montana AIS program and
have supported the partnership between the state and
Whitefish AIS program. Larry Lytle repairs the state’s de-
contamination stations. Larry has kept our preventative de-
contamination station running. Russ Hartzell is the inspec-
tion station supervisor for western Montana and trains our
local watercraft inspectors. Stacy Schmidt and Jayden
Duckworth analyze the zebra mussel early detection sam-
ples WLI collects and are part of the Beaver Lake Dive
Team that removes Eurasian Watermilfoil from Beaver
Lake. Craig McLane heads the statewide early detection
and monitoring program and is also on the Beaver Lake
dive team. Ken Staigmiller is the fish health coordinatro for
FWP and on the Beaver Lake Dive Team.

Dave Landstrom and Dave Bennetts from MFWP, Region
1 (Parks Department) were honored for their partnership in
fostering the establishment of an AIS watercraft inspection
station at Whitefish Lake State Park and their on-going
commitment to make the station successful.

Anne and John Collins. In partnership with the Montana
Land Reliance, Anne and John Collins placed 672 acres of
private land adjoining Whitefish Lake in a conservation
easement. The voluntary easement protects natural and
scenic values, and fish and wildlife habitat. Highly visible
from Whitefish Lake and the surrounding area, the Collins
family land provides a critical wildlife corridor between ad-
joining state trust land and 1.2 miles of Whitefish Lake
shoreline.

Northwest Montana Lakes Network

Jim and Ann Grant and Lynn Maas have been a part of
The Friends of Lake Mary Ronan since its inception. Jim
and Ann began collecting water quality samples for the
Northwest Montana Lakes Network (NMLN) in 2010.
Through the Friends of Lake Mary Ronan, Lynn, Jim and
Ann also expanded their sampling work through Montana
Department of Environmental Quality funding for a short
term, intensified lake and stream sampling plan to identify
nutrient sources. They collect monthly water samples from
April through October to evaluate water quality of the lake
and its inlet and outlet streams to estimate the relative con-
tribution of pollution sources in the watershed. Their dedica-
tion, teamwork, and initiative will help protect Mary Ronan
for years to come.
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WLI Summer Intern Reflections—Molly Schmit

From day one, | felt right at home with WLI. Cynthia, Mike,
Lori and Carol were always open to answering questions
and helping me learn as much as possible. Their dedication
to water quality monitoring, educating the public, and con-
ducting research projects is truly inspiring.

Being an intern with WLI has exposed me to a wide variety
of projects. While in the office, | worked on informational
pages for the forty-one lakes in the Northwest Montana
Lakes Network program (NMLN), attended meetings, and
helped with social media posts. Helping with an educational
kids’ program about macroinvertebrates at the Whitefish
Public Library definitely ranks as the most adorable day of
my internship. Teaching the kids the “mayfly mambo” and
“stonefly shuffle” was my personal favorite. The highlight of
the summer was the field experience. | helped with the
baseline sampling of Whitefish Lake and the tributary
streams. Mike and Cynthia always made sure | understood
the ecological processes going on in these habitats.

Once the beginning of July rolled around, Cynthia and | be-
gan data collection for the NMLN. From the high mountain
waters of Big Therriault Lake, to the large expanse of Flat-
head Lake, | garnered a great appreciation for water re-
sources in the Flathead Valley. It was also delightful to meet
the volunteers that make this program possible. I'm incredi-
bly grateful for this experience, and | look forward to apply-
ing what I've learned to my future career.

Lake Appreciation Month

Lake appreciation month is celebrated across the US every
July. Why appreciate lakes? “You work and play on them.
You drink from them. But do you really appreciate them?
Growing population, development, and invasive species
stress your local lakes, ponds, and reservoirs. All life needs
water; let's not take it for granted!” — North American Lake
Management Society. In July, we asked town visitors and
residents why they love Whitefish Lake. Here’s what you told
us:

| love Whitefish Lake because it’s blue and beautiful!

It makes Whitefish cooler than any other town. #LOL,
There are the prettiest sunsets over the lake,

| can catch trout here and eat them,

I love swimming with my family at night,

Because you can see the bottom and all the rocks,

It's a place full of childhood memories and provides a
place for serenity,

e One of the cleanest, clearest lakes in the United States!
Thanks for sharing everybody!



Summer Photos

WLI Executive Director Mike Koopal presents a Stewardship Award ~ WLI Executive Director Mike Koopal with the help of Jim Williams,
to members of the FWP dive team (L-R Ken Staigmiller, Jayden Regional Supervisor of MFWP in Kalispell, presented a Stewardship
Duckworrth, Stacy Schmidt, and Craig McLane) before they started ~ Award to Dave Landstrom and Dave Bennetts for their partnership in
work in Beaver Lake removing invasive Eurasian watermilfoil. hosting a watercraft inspection station at Whitefish Lake State Park.

At Lori Curtis’ retirement party, WLI Executive Director Mike Koopal ~ WLI summer intern Molly Schmit paddles out on Big Therriault near

presented Anne and John Collins a Stewardship Award for their the Canadian border to collect water quality samples for the North-
vision to place 672 acres of important Whitefish Lake shoreline and ~ west Montana Lakes Network (NMLN). Molly is a graduated of FVCC
adjacent forest in a conservation easement. and will be attending the University of Montana this fall.
Cynthia Ingelfinger, WLI Science and Education Director, and WLI summer intern Molly Schmit and Cynthia Ingelfinger, WLI
summer intern Molly Schmit coordinated with volunteers on 41 lakes ~ Science and Education Director, engage young lake stewards in the
in northwest Montana to collect valuable water quality information. ‘mayfly mambo” at the Whitefish Public Library.
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The Lodge At Whitefish Lake-Averill Family

Collins, John & Anne
Gregory, Joe & Cindy
Hoag, Jim & Anna

Abell, Charlie & Susan
Atkinson, Richard & Carol
Blake, Rick & Alicia

First Interstate Bank
Grenier, Charles & Teresa
Gustafson, Mike

Blair, Ric & Dawn
Brister, Tara & Matthew
Bulkley, Brad & Ann

Burke, Karen- In honor of Dr. Donald Feldman

Campbell, Luther & Dorothy
Chickering, Nick & Karen
Cleveland, Gail & Bruce Tannehill

637 Nature Trail, LLC
Anderes, Elise & Stefan

Anderson-Montgomery Consulting Engineers

Bayne, Bill & Betsy

Blake, Cameron & Sandy Gray
Boss Properties, LLC

Bucher, Charles and Sandra
Center For Native Plants

DM Miller Properties, LLC
Dobbins, Matt and Lisa

Abell, Koel & Lazette

Abell, Tarn & Marybeth
Appelgren, Brent

Aronsson, Peter & Cheri

Bauch, Duane & Valerie

Bennett, Michael and MerryLynn Southers
Bennett, Robert & Caryl
Brueggeman, John

Bryan, Kirk

Cabin 6, Inc.

Chadwick, Doug & Karen Reeves
Chauner-Niendorf, Cyndi
Christian, Steve & Doreen

Cook, Steven

Cuffe, Mick & Lanette

Curtis, Walt & Lori

Danczyk, Gary & Annell

Dennis, Antonia & lan

Eckert, Will

Flag Nor Fail, Inc.

Akey, Lin and Kathy
Amalgamated Sope Company
Askevold, Gerald & Sally Jo
Bansak, Tom & Anne
Barham, Mike & Kristi

Birch Hills Homes

Bisharat, Ibrahim & Martha
Bruzek, Bill & Judie

Burg, Bill & Kay

Carter, Diane

Cavin, Ben

Chaisson, Megan

Chauner, Linda

Corwin, Bill

Cox, Besty & Woody

Crites, Andy & Wendy

Curtis, Kitty & Stewart Stadler
Daniels, Matt & Kate

Daniels, Scott & Karen
DeHerrera, Jimmy & Michaelan
Eckstrom, Andy & Jennie
Elser, Monica & Jim

Cadeau Foundation
City of Whitefish
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Jones, Bill & Ann
Pastor, Monica
Schlinger Family Foundation

lla B. Dousman Fund, Inc.

InvesTech Research- Jim & Lisa Stack
Kramer Family Fund

Lyman, Ched & Becky

McCann, Paul & Janice

Muhlfeld, John & Stephanie Sunshine

Covey, Mike & Stacey
Cowett, Mark & Connie
Fleming, Don & Joann
Forestoration, Inc.
Glacier Bank

Houston Point HOA
Jenson, Mike & Barb

Eickman, Kim & Peter Petri

Erickson, Bart & Carole

Fletcher, Greg

Fletcher, Sue

Frost, Michael & Patti

Gordon, Richard & Cheryl Watkins
Haymon, Robert & Barbara Krausekhopf
Hildner, Richard & Suzanne

Koopal, Craig & Ann

Koopal, Jack

Gardner, Robin

Gersh, Judah & Tanya

Grady, Dave & Linda Engh-Grady
Gunderson, Greg & Catherine
Hartlieb, John & Kathi

Hartman, Dewey & Sandra
Hauf, Ron

Heinrich, Klause & Joaquenia
Heinzig, Dennis & lona McMillan
Hunt, Leslie & Will

Jette Lake Land Owners Association
Kibbe, Jim & Marion

King, John & Maureen
Knechtel, Murray & Deb Bartlett
Koopal, Mike & Mae

Labrie, Bill & Alice

Lieser, Ed & Susan

Malletta, Sue & Joe

Martin, David & Lynne Metcalfe
McCartney, Sierra & Brett Svetlik

Ennis, Felicia

Erickson, Courtney
Fanning, Michael & Jill
Ferrington, Alan & Joyce
Flathead Urology- Dr. Jon Mercer
Follett, Doug & Ann

Gaffin, Lance & Kathleen
Gehri, Richard & Glenda
Giampietro, Edward
Gordon, Rob & Karin Hilding
Griesel, Doug & Rebecca Briber
Gunderson, Karen

Haller, Bruce & Kaye
Harding, Tom & Sue
Harrison, Gil & Ruth
Holdhusen, Chris

Holley, Justin & Katherine
Holt, Chris

Hopkins, Donna

Hyer, Gary & Jill

Ingelfinger, Franz & Cynthia
Jopek, Mike & Pam Gerwe

Lake Institute Supporters

Sustainer ($20,000 and above)

Fellow ($5,000 and above)
Shaw, Mike & Marie
Shennan, Janna & Jamie
Taylor, Don & Ruth

Guarantor ($1,000 to $4,999)

Quinn, Tom & Teresa
Raudabaugh, Joseph & Beverly
Reich, Victoria
River Design Group
Rowntree, Walter & Laura Reynolds
Ryan, Bill & Bev

Visionary ($500 to $999)
LaTourelle, Pat
Lion Mountain Homeowners
Mance, Mark & Katherine Callahan
McKeever, Marlin and Maureen
Montalban, Cora Belle
Repke, John & Beth
Ricklefs, Hank & Sue

Benefactor ($250 to $499)
Little Bitterroot Lake Association
Losleben, George & Connie Johnson
Lyon, Lawrence & Yvette
Meagher, Nathan and Kristy
Merrick, Colleen
Nelson's Ace Hardware
North Country Builders, Inc.
Rattray, Jason & Kristina
Richardson, Ryan
Robinson, Mitch & Jennifer

Leader ($100 to $249)
McDermid, David
Mclintyre, Curt & Sherry
McMahon, Kate
Monzingo, Betty
Moore, Pixie
Moore, Shawna & Jamie
Morgan, Devonna
Morrison, Sharon
Neff, Samuel & Ruth
Noftsinger, David & Michelle
Peschel, John & Laura
Phelps, John & Melisa
Pierson, Debbie & Mike
Reed, Doug & Nikki
Regev, Nir & Cherie
Rothberg, Marty
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Sawtelle, Bill & Linda
Sawtelle, Cami & Eric
Schroeter, Franklin & Sun
Sponsor ($50 to $99)

Kavanagh, John
Kemp, Craig & Holly
Kirk, Phil & Lesia
Kuhl, Tanner & Stephanie
Larsen, Arnold & Karen
Larson, Steven & Karen
Lawson, Bob & Dyan
Lewis, Casey
Linne, Mitchell & Gail
Love, William & Catherine
Madler, Marianne
Magone, Larry & Barb
Menicke, Richard & Jennifer Asebrook
Moll, Sue & Gaylen
Moore, John & Janice
Muhlfeld, Clint & Amy
Olson, Ron & Linda
O'Neil, Christy
Packard, Rick and Janet
Paslawsky, Andrew & Kim Sands
Patterson, James & Lari
Ramlow, James and Alma

Current Grantors & Research Funders

Montana Fish Wildlife & Parks
Flathead Conservation District

Soroptimists of Whitefish
Upper Columbia Conservation Commission

Active Members who have donated for 10+ years since 2005
Active Members who have donated for 5-9 years since 2005

Valner, Alberto and Stacy
Whisler, Steve & Ardy
Whitefish Credit Union
Young, Alison

Shaw, Van & Marla

Solberg, Dick & Jane

Steck, Ann

Stinson Family Foundation
Sullivan, Rick and Judi

Whitefish Mountain Resort Fund

Robitzski, Steven

Salt, Deb & Tim

Salvagio, Philip

Scott, Peter & Lori Asplund
Straub, Carl

Sutter, Ronald & Margo
Svennungsen, Nancy & Mark
Vandenburgh, John & Kristen
Watershed Consulting, LLC
Whitefish Marine & Powersports

Scott, Toby

Sheffels, Marcia

Short, Dan

Stadler, Martha

Stearns, Chuck & Rita

Strand, Tim and Sukey Pfirman
The Landlord

Towne Printer

Trifunovich, Dragi

Trousdale, David & Jeannine
Vandermeer, Janet

VanKoten, Doug

Walls, Stephanie

Walters, Susan

Wilhoit, Charles & Marcia Rieke
Williams, Amy & Timothy
Woodruff, Nancy & Steve Thompson

Ronseth, Shirley

Roosa, Karl & Elaine
Ruffatto, Chris

Schott, Brian & Lyndsay
Schuber, Charlie & Nancy
Smart, Mike & Timmie
Smith, Will & Bonnie
Sramek, Joseph

Steitz, John & Carol Treadwell
Stolte, Don & Linda
Streeter, Mike & Bonnie
Sullivan, Colleen

Sullivan, Gail

Taylor, Janis

Theissen, Dennis
Thompson, Derreck & Lesley
Vars, Tom & Carol

Verdon, Paul & Colleen
Ward, Diane

Welle, Joel and Megan Pepe
Whitby, William & Karen
Woodward, Brian

Whitefish County Water District
Whitefish Community Foundation
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Great Gift Ideas
from WLI-

visit our website
www.whitefishlake.org
or stop by the office to
get a bumper sticker,
various publications,
a map, and other items.
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