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Aquatic Invasive Species— 
2022 Summary 

 

In 2022, Montana Fish, 
Wildlife & Parks (FWP)
and their partners con-
ducted 98,832 water-
craft inspections. Of that 
total, 19,194 watercraft 
were considered high 
risk due to being last 
launched in a state with 
a known AIS infestation. 
The AIS program caught 
53 mussel infested wa-
tercraft including one in 
Whitefish on August 30.  

 

FWP and their partners 
also conducted 6,200 AIS 
surveys. FWP completed 
the majority of the survey 
work but WLI completed 
205 surveys as part of 
the Northwest Montana 
Lakes Network and via a 
partnership with the City 
of Whitefish. There were 
12 new AIS detections in 
the state—mainly curly-
leaf pondweed and Eura-
sian watermilfoil. Cynthia 
Ingelfinger from WLI  

found curly-leaf pondweed in (continued on Page 2…) 

Thank You Great Fish Donors! 
 
 

 
 
 
It takes a village… Flathead Valley residents donated a 
total of $5,080,113 to the Great Fish Community Chal-
lenge for causes that matter to our community. Whitefish 
Lake is at the heart of this community. It drives our sum-
mer economy, gives us drinking water, supports biodiver-
sity, and cools us on hot summer days. From ancient 
history to today, communities have come together 
around water. This summer, Whitefish residents came 
together to give a total of $61,410 to support WLI pro-
jects. The Whitefish Community Foundation Circle of 
Giving matched those gifts with $11,800. Your support 
keeps WLI programs vibrant and allows us to continue 
protecting the health of our watershed and our economy! 

LakeFront 

Curly-leaf pondweed from  
Haskill Creek.  

Mussel fouled boat from  
Minnesota caught in Whitefish 

on August 30th.The owner 
had planned to launch the 

boat in Whitefish Lake.  
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(Aquatic Invasive Species— 2022 Summary), continued from Page 1)... 

in Haskill Creek. WLI coordinated a plant pull effort with FWP. No curly-leaf 
plants were found from Monegan Road downstream to the confluence with 
the Whitefish River. All plants pulled were found between Monegan Road 
and Voerman Road. WLI will continue plant pull efforts in 2023 to gauge the 
level of success in this control effort.  
 

Environmental DNA (eDNA) is another AIS early detection technique utilized 
by WLI in partnership with the City of Whitefish. Results from the 2022 field 
season as reported by the University of Montana Conservation Genetics 
Laboratory found no dreissenid mussels, Eurasian watermiloil or curly-leaf 
pondweed in local lakes. Additionally, eDNA sample results came back neg-
ative for additional waterbodies in NW Montana collected for a U.S. Forest 
Service Resource Advisory Committee grant.  
 

Eurasian milfoil control and eradication efforts continued at Beaver Lake.  
FWP has taken over jurisdiction of this effort and sent a dive team to pull 
plants from the lake bottom and deploy bottom barriers near the boat ramp 
to prevent plant growth.  
 
As part of a Montana Invasive Spe-
cies Council / DNRC AIS grant, WLI 
and the City of Whitefish completed 
construction of an on-demand de-
contamination station at the City 
Beach Overflow Parking Area. The 
portable unit, part of a major gift 
from the Whitefish Community 
Foundation, will be kept as a back-
up, and will be available to project 
partners.  
 

The upper Columbia River drainage 
remains the last major river system 
in the continental United States free 
of zebra or quagga mussels. AIS 
prevention in the Whitefish area is 
crucial to protect all downstream 
waterbodies from drift dispersal. It is 
important to keep our waterbodies AIS free to afford us high quality recrea-
tional experiences, protect the aquatic food web, and to safeguard property 
values and our tax base.  
 

Montana’s AIS prevention program costs only 3% of what it would cost to 
mitigate AIS should our state waterways become infested with zebra mus-
sels. Zebra mussels have now been detected in South Dakota at Pactola 
Reservoir, 70 miles from the border. Colorado has now documented adult 
quagga mussels, zebra mussel’s close cousin. 
 

If you would like to view FWP data on the status of inspections or early de-
tection surveys, as updated weekly during the inspection season, visit  
https://fwp.mt.gov/conservation/aquatic-invasive-species. 

Two Rinnai hot water heaters will drive 
the new on-demand preventative  

decontamination station. 
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Science Quencher 
Quenching your thirst for science 

 

Scientists and managers gave presentations on water is-
sues and solutions in the Flathead Valley at the October 14 
Science Quencher. 
 

Chris Downs, Aquatic and Physical Science Programs Man-
ager for Glacier National Park, spoke about water quality 
research in Glacier National Park. Lake McDonald faces 
many of the same challenges that Whitefish Lake does – 
nutrient loading suspected from aging septic systems and 
microplastic pollution derived from discarded plastics and 
synthetic clothing fibers. The most photographed feature in 
GNP are the bright, colorful rocks on the shores of Lake 
McDonald; if trends towards nutrient loading continue, this 
feature could get muted by periphytic algal growth, similar to 
what we are seeing on shoreline rocks in Whitefish Lake. 
 

Emilie Henry, Nonpoint Source Coordinator for the Flathead 
Basin Commission, is leading the charge to protect Flathead 
waters from nonpoint Source Pollution.  From street debris 
washed down storm drains, to hot spots for septic contami-
nation, Emilie has her finger on efforts to educate and en-
gage citizens in the protection of the Flathead Valley’s  high-
quality waterways. 
 

Nanette Nelson, Research Economist at Flathead Lake Bio-
logical Station, and the Whitefish Lake Institute teamed up in 
2018 to calculate the aesthetic benefit landowners derive 
from living on or near lakes with exceptional water quality.  
They found that the price premium supplied by Whitefish & 
Flathead Lakes to nearby residential properties is $3 billion 
and translates to $25 million in property tax revenue.  While 
this is satisfying to know, it is sobering to think of how much 
could be lost due to poor shoreline development practices or 
neglected maintenance of septic systems.  Numerous other 
studies conducted across the United States have shown that 
when water quality declines, the value of lakeshore proper-
ties declines.  A reminder that we all should be good water 
stewards and help “Keep it Blue.”   
 

John Fraley closed the Science Quencher by presenting 
fisheries data collected from the headwaters of the South 
Fork of the Flathead; a location he claims is home to the 
oldest, biggest, and purest westslope cutthroat trout. Over 
30 years of repeated surveys, tagging, and scale counts, 
John held one spectacular trout in his hands 3 times—at 
ages 6, 8, and 12 years old. The granddaddy of them all, it 
had a spiritual effect on John.  
 

Join us for the next Science Quencher in February 2023! 

 

WLI is Hiring! 

Cynthia Ingelfinger, WLI’s 
Science & Education Di-
rector for the past five 
years, recently moved on 
to a new job. We will 
greatly miss her talent, 
passion, and dedication 
to WLI’s mission. We 
wish her good luck in her 
new endeavors!  
 

WLI is currently advertising for two positions; a Program 
Coordinator and a Limnologist. Limnology is the study of 
inland waters - lakes, reservoirs, rivers, streams, wetlands, 
and groundwater - as ecological systems interacting with 
their watersheds and the atmosphere.  
 

The position descriptions are posted on the WLI website 
www.whitefishlake.org.   

 
 

Whitefish Lake Apparel for Holiday Shopping 
 

Get ready to do some holiday shopping!  Whitefish Lake t-
shirts and caps are now available from Barefoot Bay. And 
when you purchase Whitefish Lake apparel between Nov. 
25 - Dec 16, 2022, Barefoot Bay will donate 20% of each 
sale to the Whitefish Lake Institute.  
 

The gear is made using REPREVE® sustainable material 
(made from recycled plastic bottles) and features the lake 
on amazingly textured shirts and hats. These fabrics protect 
your skin and noggin by blocking harmful UV rays. Visit their 
website https://barefootbay.net/#apparel to view all prod-
ucts available with the Whitefish Lake logo.  

https://barefootbay.net/#apparel
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Fall Photos        

Cale Gushalok (R) a post-doc researcher at the University of  
Regina, and a PhD student handle a sediment core retrieved from 

the bottom of Whitefish Lake. The project aims to reconstruct historic 
lake conditions in order to compare them with current conditions.  

Sarah Halvorson, Professor of Geography at the University of Mon-
tana, and WLI Executive Director Mike Koopal, in front of their poster 
at the National Science Foundation Smart & Connected Communi-
ties Conference in Washington D.C. Sarah and Mike are Co-
Principal Investigators along with Nanette Nelson and Matt Church 
from the University of Montana on a NSF grant titled “Leveraging 
community partnerships and intelligent technologies to address sep-
tic system water quality risks in the Flathead Basin, Montana.” The 
projects four main focal points include; hosting a three-day workshop 
held at the Flathead Lake Biological Station, evaluating the degree 
to which data on household-specific impairment of water quality from 
septic leachate changes behavior with regards to maintenance or 
replacement, piloting a Flathead Lake shoreline monitoring network 
to identify septic leachate, and assessing community-based policy 
and governance frameworks that are currently applied elsewhere. 

WLI booth at the Whitefish Community Foundation Great Fish Fun 
Run and Community Celebration.  

John Fraley presents on westslope cutthroat trout in the South Fork 
of the Flathead River at the October Science Quencher.  

University of Regina 
researchers and WLI 
staff also collected a 
sediment core from 
Tally Lake. Here, Mike 
Koopal, WLI Executive 
Director, holds a 63cm 
core. Laminations are 
clearly seen in the up-
per strata and at 43cm, 
there is a marker that 
could indicate a land-
slide plugged the far 
end of the lake, causing 
water levels to rise and 
exit the same end of 
the lake as the inlet. 



Whitefish Lake Institute Supporters         
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Active Members who have donated for 10+ years since 2005.  
Active Members who have donated for 5-9 years since 2005. 

Sustainer ($20,000 and above) 

 The Lodge At Whitefish Lake-Averill Family     

 Fellow ($5,000 and above)  

 Collins, John & Anne   Jones, Bill & Ann   Shaw, Mike & Marie   The Ammon Foundation  

 Gregory, Joe & Cindy   Pastor, Monica   Shennan, Janna & Jamie   Whisler, Steve & Ardy  

 Hoag, Jim & Anna   Schlinger Family Foundation   Taylor, Don & Ruth   

 Guarantor ($1,000 to $4,999)  

 Abell, Charlie & Susan   Grenier, Charles & Teresa   Muhlfeld, John & Stephanie Sunshine   Sullivan, Rick and Judi  

 Atkinson, Richard & Carol   Gustafson, Mike   Quinn, Tom & Teresa   Valner, Alberto and Stacy  

 Blake, Rick & Alicia   Ila B. Dousman Fund, Inc.   Raudabaugh, Joseph & Beverly   Whitefish County Water District  

 Brister, Tara & Matthew   InvesTech Research- Jim & Lisa Stack   Reich, Victoria   Whitefish Credit Union  

 Burke-Feldman Family Fund   LaTourelle, Pat   River Design Group   Young, Alison  

 Gardner, Keith and Lindsey   Lyman, Charles & Becky   Rowntree, Walter & Laura Reynolds   

 Gordon, Richard & Cheryl Watkins   McCann, Paul & Janice   Ryan, Bill & Bev   

 Visionary ($500 to $999)  

 Bannigan, Thomas and Louise   Erickson, Bart & Carole   Kramer Family Fund   Richardson, Ryan  

 Blair, Ric & Dawn   First Interstate Bank   Lion Mountain Homeowners   Ricklefs, Hank & Sue  

 Bulkley, Brad & Ann   Fleming, Don & Joann   Mance, Mark & Katie Callahan   Salt, Deb & Tim  

 Campbell, Luther & Dorothy   Forestoration, Inc.   Mayo, Janet   Shanti, Shima  

 Cleveland, Gail & Bruce Tannehill   Glacier Bank   Montalban, Cora Belle   Solberg, Dick & Jane  

 Covey, Mike & Stacey   Houston Point HOA   Peace Waters   Steck, Ann  

 Cowett, Mark & Connie   Jenson, Mike & Barb   Repke, John & Beth   Stinson Family Foundation  

 Benefactor ($250 to $499)  

 637 Nature Trail, LLC   DM Miller Properties, LLC   Little Bitterroot Lake Association   Robitzski, Steven  

 Anderson, Julie   Fletcher, Greg   Losleben, George & Connie Johnson   Salvagio, Philip  

 Anderson-Montgomery Consulting Engineers   Fletcher, Sue   Lyon, Lawrence & Yvette   Schultz, Ralph  

 Bailey, Michael & Kathleen   Frost, Michael & Patti   Meagher, Nathan and Kristy   Scott, Peter & Lori Asplund  

 Bayne, Bill & Betsy   Grady, Dave & Linda Engh-Grady   Merrick, Colleen   Scott, Toby  

 Blake, Cameron & Sandy Gray   Hauf, Ron   Monzingo, Betty   Short, Dan & Kim  

 Bryan, Kirk   Haymon, Robert & Barbara Krausekhopf   Nelson, Leif and Gloria   Sutter, Ronald & Margo  

 Bucher, Charles and Sandra   Hildner, Richard & Suzanne Daniell   Nelson's Ace Hardware   Svennungsen, Nancy & Mark  

 Casey, Maureen   Johannes, Amy   North Country Builders, Inc.   Vandermeer, Janet & Rick Packard  

 Center For Native Plants   Koopal, Jack   Phelps, John & Melisa   Walls, Stephanie  

 Daniels, Matt & Kate   Koopal, Mike & Mae   Ritter, William and Kristen   Watershed Consulting, LLC  

 Dietz, Susie   Kovacich Family Trust   Robinson, Mitch & Jennifer   Whitefish Marine & Powersports  

 Leader ($100 to $249)  

 Abell, Koel & Lazette   Gersh, Judah & Tanya   McIntyre, Curt & Sherry   Schott, Brian & Lyndsay  

 Abell, Tarn & Marybeth   Graf, Dick and Gayle   McMahon, Kate & Bob Horne   Schroeter, Franklin  

 Akey, Lin and Kathy   Gunderson, Greg & Catherine   Mechem, Jim and Jean Anne Swope   Schuber, Charlie & Nancy  

 Anderes, Elise & Stefan   Gunderson, Karen   Menicke, Richard & Jennifer Asebrook   Sheffels, Marcia  

 Appelgren, Brent   Harding, Tom & Sue   Miller, Ronald and Jean   Shors, Andrew and Heidi  

 Bauch, Duane & Valerie   Hartman, Dewey & Sandra   Moll, Sue & Gaylen   Small, Lindy and Stephen Shapiro  

 Bennett, Bob & Caryl   Heinrich, Klaus & Joaquenia   Moore, Pixie   Smith, Garry and Linda  

 Brueggeman, John   Hoppes, Tobin & Molly   Moore, Shawna & Jamie   Stadler, Martha  

 Chadwick, Doug & Karen Reeves   Ingelfinger, Franz & Cynthia   Morgan, Devonna   Stearns, Chuck & Rita  

 Chauner-Niendorf, Cyndi   Jordan, Wink & Joy   Morrison, Sharon   Strand, Tim and Sukey Pfirman  

 Christian, Steve & Doreen   Kibbe, Jim & Marion   National Parks Realty Of Montana LLC   The Landlord  

 Coyne, Wendy   King, John & Maureen   Neff, Samuel & Ruth   The Simple Chef Catering  

 Cuffe, Mick & Lanette   Knechtel, Murray & Deb Bartlett   Olson, Ron & Linda   Tim J. Murphy Insurance Agency, Inc.  

 Curtis, Kitty & Stewart Stadler   Koopal, Craig & Ann   Paslawsky, Andrew & Kim Sands   Trifunovich, Dragi  

 Curtis, Walt & Lori   Koopal, Steve & Debbie Longley   Patterson, James & Lari   Trousdale, David & Jeannine  

 Dakin, William & Sarah   Labrie, Bill & Alice   Peschel, John &  Laura   VanKoten, Doug  

 Danczyk, Gary & Annell   LaChance, Tom & Cindy   Pierson, Debbie & Mike   Ward, Diane  

 Dennis, Ian & Antonia Malchik   Larson, Steven & Karen   Ridenour, Ron   Whitefish Lake Golf Club  

 Eckert, Will   Lieser, Ed & Susan   Roosa, Karl & Elaine   Whitefish Lake Restaurant  

 Elser, Monica & Jim   Lull, Steve   Rothberg, Marty   Williams, Amy & Timothy  

 Ennis, Felicia   Malletta, Sue & Joe   Rowles, Roger & Val Konnerup   Woodruff, Nancy & Steve Thompson  

 Erickson Torgerson, Courtney   Martin, David & Lynne Metcalfe   Sanderude, Scott and Julie   

 Flag Nor Fail, Inc.   McCartney, Sierra & Brett Svetlik   Sawtelle, Bill & Linda   

 Follett, Doug & Ann   McDermid, David   Sawtelle, Cami   

 Sponsor ($50 to $99)  

 Apanii-Butterfly   Fanning, Michael & Jill   Johnson, Claudine   Paul Moffatt Construction  

 Aronsson, Peter & Cheri   Ferrington, Alan & Joyce   Joly, Steven   Pearce, Bryan and Danielle  

 Askevold, Gerald & Sally Jo   Flathead Urology- Dr. Jon Mercer   Jopek, Mike & Pam Gerwe   Powers, Mary Drew  

 Balaska, Teri   Garside, Susan   Kavanagh, John   Regev, Nir & Cherie  

 Baldwin, Matt & Sadie   Gehri, Richard & Glenda   Keane, Leo and Gail Leonard   Richards, R Peter  

 Baldwin, Michael   Gordon, Rob & Karin Hilding   Kemp, Craig &  Holly   Ronseth, Shirley  

 Bansak, Tom & Anne   Griesel, Doug & Rebecca Briber   Kirk, Phil & Lesia   Ruffatto, Chris  

 Baracker, Jerry and Sharan   Haller, Bruce & Kaye   Kohnstamm, Betsy & Dan   Smart, Mike & Timmie  

 Barham, Michael & Kristi   Harrison, Gil & Ruth   Kuhl, Tanner & Stephanie   Smith, Dana  

 Behron, LLC   Hartlieb, John & Kathi   Larsen, Arnold & Karen   Smith, Will & Bonnie  

 Birch Hills Homes   Hartman, Greg   Lawson, Bob & Dyan   Southers, Merry Lynn  

 Bisharat, Ibrahim & Martha   Hartman, Melissa   Lewensohn, Leonard and Carol   Sramek, Joseph & Deanne  

 Bruzek, Bill & Judie   Heinzig, Dennis & Iona McMillan   Lewis, Casey   Steitz, John & Carol Treadwell  

 Burg, Bill & Kay   Henry, Emilie   Linne, Mitch & Gail   Streeter, Mike & Bonnie  

 Chaisson, Megan   Hobson, Carmen   Love, William & Catherine   Sullivan, Colleen  

 Chauner, Linda   Hodge, Bill   Madler, Marianne   Theissen, Dennis & Ginger  

 Cohen, Connie   Holdhusen, Chris   Magone, Larry & Barb   Van Lawick, Marisa  

 Corwin, Bill & Christina   Holmquist, Brett   Manning, Brian & Denise   Vars, Tom & Caroline  

 Cox, Besty & Woody   Holt, Mark & Chris   Moore, John & Janice   Verdon, Paul & Colleen  

 Crites, Andy & Wendy   Hope, Kendra   Morse, Craig   Vine, Tagan  

 Daniels, Scott & Karen   Howard, Trevor and Kacy   Olson, Scott and Amy   Whitby, William & Karen  

 DeHerrera, Jimmy & Michaelan   Hunt, Leslie & Will   O'Neil, Christy   Wilson, John & Marjorie  

 Eckstrom, Andy & Jennie   Huston, Mary   Packard, Rick and Janet   Woodward, Brian  

 Ericson, Dave and Sarah   Hyer, Gary & Jill   Paone, Robin   Zeisse, Jivan  

 Current Grantors & Research Funders  

 Cadeau Foundation   Flathead Conservation District   Montana Invasive Species Council / MT DNRC   Whitefish County Water District  

 City of Whitefish    Montana Fish Wildlife & Parks   Upper Columbia Conservation Commission   Whitefish Community Foundation  



 
 
 
 

 
 

550 East 1st Street #103 
Whitefish, MT  59937 
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Great Gift Ideas  
from WLI–  

 

visit our website  
www.whitefishlake.org 
or stop by the office to 
get a bumper sticker, 
various publications,  

a map, and other items.  

 


