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POLICE REFORM

DELIVERY QUESTIONS  >> CALL 755-7018

WITH THE Many Glacier entrance of Glacier National Park set to reopen after being being closed last 
year, it’s a fitting time for Kalispell artist Mark Ogle to bring his rendition of one of the natural area’s most 
scenic vistas to the Montana State Capitol.

On Tuesday, Ogle will drive from Kalispell to Helena to deliver his landscape painting, “Confluence of 
Josephine and Grinnell Lakes.” There, the massive piece of art will be displayed prominently inside the 
Montana State Library.

“It’s kind of a neat deal,” Ogle said modestly on Monday as he and a friend loaded up his vehicle for the 
journey to Helena.

At 5 feet wide and 6 feet tall, “Confluence” is the largest painting Ogle has ever made in his 40-year career. 
He completed the work in 2014 and sold it to an art collector friend afterward.

The owner of the painting, who asked to remain anonymous, also happens to be a patron of the Montana 
State Library. He offered it as a donation to the facility, and the State Library Commission formally accepted 
the gift during a meeting on April 14.

Kalispell artist’s painting 
donated to State Library

BY BRET ANNE SERBIN DAILY INTER LAKE

ARTIST MARK Ogle begins to wrap his painting titled “Confluence of Josephine and Grinnell Lakes” at his studio in 
Kalispell on April 14. The painting is being donated to the state library in Helena. (Casey Kreider/Daily Inter Lake)
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KALISPELL — A Kalispell 
woman narrowly avoided being 
injured after a pickup truck 
struck her home a few feet from 
her bed early Tuesday morning.

The driver of the Ford F-150, 
Evan Wayne Gardner, 36, of 
Kalispell, is facing charges result-
ing from the crash, including fel-
ony criminal endangerment and 
misdemeanor DUI.

According to the charging 
document, the woman told a 
Kalispell police officer she was 
asleep at her home on Third 
Avenue West North when she 
awoke to the sound of break-
ing glass. She saw headlights 
through her bedroom window 
and when she looked, she saw a 
pickup truck had crashed into 
one of the bedroom walls.

Driver 
arrested 
after 
crashing 
into house
By SCOTT SHINDLEDECKER
Daily Inter Lake

A PICKUP truck rests on the front 
porch of a Kalispell home just 
after midnight Tuesday. (Desmond 
Maust/Daily Inter Lake)

KALISPELL — Old 
School Station remains 
one of the most desired 
properties in Kalispell 
after yet another lot 
there was sold during the 
Kalispell City Council 
meeting Monday. 

Located behind Fun 
Beverage in South 
Kalispell, the city-owned 
property has been the 
site of a flurry of land 
sales since the start of 
the year. On Monday, the 
Kalispell City Council 
unanimously approved an 

offer from Clifton Jones 
to buy Lot 9 at its listing 
price of $228,420.

Jones seemed deter-
mined to purchase a piece 
of the Old School Station, 
even after his previous 
buy-sell agreement to pur-
chase the lot fell through. 

There are multiple 
reasons for buyers like 
Jones to want to secure 
an investment at Old 
School Station. Offers for 
the property’s coveted six 
lots have been pouring 
in, even though the land 
sat idle for years after 

City sells another Old 
School Station lot
By BRET ANNE SERBIN
Daily Inter Lake

WHITEFISH — The 
Whitefish City Council 
has enacted a new fire-
works ordinance that 
aims to limit fire haz-
ards, noise disturbances 
and the spread of harm-
ful chemical compounds 
in Whitefish Lake and 
the city’s drinking water.

The council approved 
the new regulations on 
Monday with two amend-
ments to the original 
proposal, which was 
modeled after Bozeman’s 
fireworks ordinance. The 
new Whitefish ordinance:

Bans the sale of fire-
works within city limits.

Prohibits the dis-

charge of all types of 
fireworks in parks, 
within 1,000 feet of hospi-
tals, nursing homes and 

assisted living facilities, 
and within 300 feet of gas 
stations and flammable 
storage facilities.

Allows certain “con-
sumer” fireworks to be 
discharged on paved city 
streets, not including 
arterials and collector 
streets, between 11 a.m. 
and 10 p.m. on July 3, 
and between 11 a.m. and 
11:59 p.m. on July 4.

Requires anyone who 
discharges fireworks to 
clean up the resulting 
debris.

Raises the fine for 
first-time violations of 
the ordinance to $500.

Allows the city 
manager and the city 
fire marshal to review 
permits for public fire-
works displays, require 
detailed applications for 
those permits 15 days in 

Fireworks restrictions, parking program approved
By CHAD SOKOL
Daily Inter Lake

THOUSANDS GATHER at City Beach for the Fourth 
of July fireworks show over Whitefish Lake. (Heidi 
Desch/Whitefish Pilot FILE)
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your community.
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EAGLE BEND YACHT HARBOR - E-26, BIGFORK MONTANA
35 foot boat slip available on north side of E-Dock, perhaps the most desirable location in Eagle Bend Yacht Harbor due to its easy 
ingress/egress with your boat. Eagle Bend Yacht Harbor is a private, protected waterway that affords you access to both Flathead 

Lake and Flathead River. This full service marina includes a boat launch and fueling service along with lots of parkiing and a private 
clubhouse with restrooms and showers available. Each boat slip is equipped with a dock box, electric hook-up and water. 

Owners also receive a discount on fuel purchases. Not many slips like this come available! Get yours before its gone. 
$195,000. MLS #22104768. Call D.J. Walker at (406) 250-2487
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advance and require oper-
ators of public displays to 
have insurance and clean 
up debris.

Allows the city to 
impose conditions on 
public displays, including 
banning “concussive” 
fireworks and publishing 
public notice.

Requires operators of 
public displays to begin 
phasing out fireworks 
containing large amounts 
of perchlorates — a type 
of highly water-soluble 
compound known to pose 
health threats to people 
and wildlife.

The council first enact-
ed a fireworks ordinance 
in 2002 and amended it 
in 2009, but fireworks 
have continued to draw 
various complaints. City 
Attorney Angie Jacobs 
noted Monday the sound 
from “concussive” fire-
works can travel far 
across Whitefish Lake, 
and the noise can disturb 

pets as well as people 
with post-traumatic stress 
disorder.

Jacobs also noted that 
few, if any, fireworks 
have been sold within 
city limits, so the new 
prohibition on sales 
should have little immedi-
ate effect.

CITY STAFF also 
cited a 10-page “white 
paper” submitted by the 
Whitefish Lake Institute 
in 2019 that spells out the 
dangers of perchlorates, 
which are used in the 
manufacturing of pro-
pellants for rockets and 
missiles, as well as fire-
works, airbags and blast-
ing agents.

The institute cited sci-
entific research revealing 
negative health effects of 
perchlorates in wildlife, 
including hermaphrodit-
ism in fish and inhibited 
larval development in 
amphibians. The Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention warns per-
chlorates can cause thy-
roid damage in humans, 
posing heightened risk 

to infants, children, 
pregnant women and 
their fetuses, people with 
preexisting thyroid defi-
ciencies and those with 
iodine-deficient diets.

Whitefish sources some 
of the city’s drinking 
water not far from the 
barge where fireworks 
are shot upward every 
Fourth of July; many 
homeowners along the 
shoreline also source 
water directly from the 
lake. While levels of per-
chlorates had not been 
directly measured in 
Whitefish Lake, the insti-
tute cited research from 
other bodies of water 
showing the compounds 
can spread quickly and 
linger several months 
after fireworks displays.

The new ordinance 
will require operators of 
public fireworks displays 
to replace an increasing 
share of their fireworks 
with ones that contain lit-
tle or no perchlorates. By 
2025, at least half of the 
fireworks used in public 
displays in Whitefish will 
have to use alternative 

formulations, including 
nitrogen-rich compounds, 
alkali metals and alkaline 
earth metal salts that are 
more eco-friendly.

But council members 
acknowledged those alter-
natives are not only more 
expensive than traditional 
fireworks but also hard-
er to find. The council 
unanimously approved an 
amendment that would 
allow operators of pub-
lic displays, such as the 
Whitefish Chamber of 
Commerce, to use more 
traditional fireworks if 
they demonstrate that 
efforts to find eco-friendly 
alternatives were unsuc-
cessful.

The council also unan-
imously approved an 
amendment clarifying 
that fireworks may not 
be discharged within city 
limits on July 5, which is 
in line with the previous 
ordinance.

THE COUNCIL also 
approved a pilot program 
that will offer $20-a-month 
parking permits to own-
ers and employees of 

downtown businesses in 
July and August. The pro-
gram will eliminate the 
need for workers to move 
their cars throughout the 
day, as many parking 
spaces downtown are 
limited to two or three 
hours.

Instead, those with 
permits will be allowed to 
park all day in the lot at 
Third Street and Central 
Avenue, the lot at East 
First Street and Spokane 
Avenue, the lot directly 
south of the Whitefish 
Community Library, or 
on the third floor of the 
parking garage at East 
First Street and Baker 
Avenue.

That also could free up 
downtown street parking 
and help ease traffic con-
gestion.

Details of the program 
were recommended by an 
eight-member committee 
of city staff, school dis-
trict staff and business 
representatives. The 
council authorized the 
city to test out the pro-
gram by issuing a max-
imum of 85 permits this 

summer.
“It’s a pilot program, 

so we’re hoping to get 
data from this to see if 
the designated areas will 
work,” council member 
Rebecca Norton said. 
“And also, we would like 
a lot of input from the 
people that will use the 
pilot program, on the cost 
of it as well as if it’s a 
hardship or not.”

Norton said roughly 
540 people work down-
town.

“We really want to 
give them more surety 
about where they can 
leave their cars and not 
have to worry about 
leaving their work prem-
ises over and over, and 
also open up space for 
visitors,” she said. “It’s 
a start, but we do need 
feedback. So I’m really 
glad that we’re doing it, 
especially since we’re 
anticipating a busy sum-
mer.”

Reporter Chad Sokol can 
be reached at 758-4439 or 
csokol@dailyinterlake.com

WHITEFISH
from A1

She also told the officer she 
saw a man trying to free the 
truck from where it stopped on 
her porch.

Another officer saw Gardner 
standing near the driver’s side 
of the truck holding a black 
and red ratchet strap. 

A third officer smelled alco-
hol when he spoke to Gardner. 
Gardner reportedly kept ask-
ing for someone to contact his 
business partner so he could 
come and get a dog inside 
the truck. The officer said 
Gardner’s speech was slurred.

When the officer asked 
Gardner to perform field sobri-
ety tests, the man allegedly 

refused and declined to give a 
blood sample. The officer then 
got a warrant to obtain a sam-
ple of Gardner’s blood.

According to the charging 
document, a review of 
Gardner’s criminal history 
indicated he had two previous 
convictions for DUI.

Other court documents indi-
cated Gardner was cited for 
DUI in Whitefish in December 
2009.

Gardner faces a maximum of 
10 years in the Montana State 
Prison on the endangerment 
charge and one year on the 
DUI charge.

Gardner is being held in 
the Flathead County Detention 
Center. His arraignment is set 
for 9 a.m. Thursday, April 29.

CRASH
from A1

the city acquired it from 
Flathead County in 2015.

Most of the available 
lots are under contract at 
this point. 

Lot 4, which was sold 
in 2020, is expected to be 
turned back over to the 
city next week, but City 
Manager Doug Russell 
said an offer is already on 
the table to scoop the lot 
back up.

THE COUNCIL also 
unanimously approved 
a separate agenda item 
regarding the trail system 
near Kidsports.

The council scheduled 
a public hearing on May 
3 to gather public input 
on a proposed trail con-
nection project along 
Four Mile Drive. 

The project would 
involve installing approx-
imately 815 feet  of con-
nective multi-use trail on 
Four Mile Drive, where 
the existing trails in 
Kidsports are current-
ly separated from the 
Kalispell Bypass Trail. 

A lighted pedestrian 
crosswalk is also being 
considered as part of the 
project, although its exact 
placement has yet to be 
determined. 

“At this point in time, 
we felt like this was a 
pretty critical area given 
all the development and 
the adjacent city prop-
erties to get this piece 
of trail put in,” said 
Planning Director Jarod 
Nygren.

The city is looking 
into an application for 
the Montana Department 
of Transportation’s 
(MDT) Transportation 
Alternatives grant pro-
gram to complete the 
project. 

Through the program, 
the agency would be 
responsible for design-
ing, funding and install-
ing the trail along the 
public right-of-way. The 
Bloomstone subdivision, 
which owns part of the 
nearby property, would 
be required to match the 
funds provided by MDT 
for the portion along 
Bloomstone’s private 
property.

The city would not 
have any obligations to 

fund or undertake the 
project if it gets picked 
up by MDT. The applica-
tion for the state program 
is due June 4.

THERE WAS also a 
public hearing on four 
proposed land use chang-
es along Airport Road. 

There were no pub-
lic comments on the 
rezoning proposals for 
a 75-acre patchwork of 
land stretching from Begg 
Park to the intersection 
of Airport Road and the 
U.S. 93 bypass.

Also during the meet-
ing, the Kalispell Urban 
Forestry Committee was 
honored by the Arbor 
Day Foundation for 
its long-standing com-
mitment to stewarding 
Kalispell’s trees. Jamie 
Kirby with the Urban 
and Community Forestry 
state program awarded 
Kalispell with a sticker 
for its 34th year of “Tree 
City USA” status. 

Members of the Urban 
Forestry Committee 
encouraged council mem-
bers and the public to vir-
tually attend the Kalispell 
Arbor Day celebration at 
9 a.m. on April 30, broad-

cast live from Woodland 
Park. 

FINALLY, KALISPELL 
Mayor Mark Johnson 
gave the following recom-
mendations for appoint-
ments to vacancies on 
city boards:

·Board of Adjustment: 
Sarah Stahlberg , Doug 
Kauffman, Rory Young

·oard of Appeals: Lee 
Daugherty, Shawn Pauly, 
Darryl Byle

·Architectural 
Review Committee: John 
Hinchey, Robin Spear

·Conrad Mansion 
Board: Sue Corrigan

·Downtown Business 
Improvement District: 
Kisa Davison, Marshall 
Noice

·Economic Revolving 
Loan Fund Committee: 
Scott Blodgett, Sarah 
Stahlberg, AJ Spear

·Parking Advisory 
Board: Joel Schoknecht

·Planning Board: Doug 
Kauffman, Kurt Vomfell, 
Rory Young (Flathead 
County representative)

·Police Commission: 
Angela Mielke

·Tourism Business 
Improvement District: 
Noelle Barr

·Urban Forestry 
Committee: Judy 
Rosenfeld-Cox, Tony 
Nelson, Erin Stieber, 
April Vomfell, Martin 
Rippen 

·Urban Renewal 
Agency: David Girardot

Johnson asked to 
re-advertise openings 
on the following boards 

and committees: the 
Downtown Business 
Improvement District, the 
Impact Fee Committee, 
the Technology Advisory 
Committee and the Urban 
Renewal Agency. 

Bret Anne Serbin may be 
reached at (406)-758-4459 or 
bserbin@dailyinterlake.com.

KALISPELL
from A1

“Typically, we don’t 
get these kinds of offers 
of donations,” said State 
Librarian Jennie Stapp. 
“This is very new and 
unique for us. It’s just 
a really nice statement 
about the value and 
appreciation for our ser-
vices.”

As a Flathead Valley 
native, Stapp said she’s 
familiar with Ogle’s lega-
cy and is excited to bring 
his work to a statewide 
audience. 

THOUGH OGLE has 
amassed quite a few 
accolades throughout his 
artistic career, he said 
the painting’s placement 
in the State Capitol com-
plex is a special honor.

“Putting a piece in our 
State Capitol is signifi-
cant,” said Ogle, who has 
built a reputation as one 
of the preeminent nature 
artists in the state. “It 
puts you into some pretty 
good company there.”

He was particularly 
excited about the oppor-
tunity to display his work 
in a popular, publicly 
accessible spot. He said 
the art display will be “a 

way to honor Montana as 
well.”

Amid the histo-
ry enshrined at the 
Montana State Capitol, 
“Confluence” will add a 
“modern, contemporary 
view of Glacier Park, of 
our state,” Ogle said.

In the spirit of moder-
nity, the State Library 
is also going to work on 
incorporating an educa-
tional video alongside the 
painting. 

Ogle was filmed 
throughout the painting’s 
creation, from the first 
strokes of his artist’s 
proof to the final, framed 
version of the painting. 

A shortened edit of 
that video might broad-
cast alongside the paint-
ing at the library in order 
to give viewers a better 
understanding of the 
painting’s history and 
Ogle’s artistic process.

Stapp said the exact 
details for that compo-
nent of the display still 
need to be worked out.

A ceremony to unveil 
“Confluence” on display 
at the Montana State 
Library will likely take 
place late this summer or 
this fall, she explained.

The video of Ogle cre-
ating “Confluence” can be 
watched at https://www.

youtube.com/watch?v=fw-
tu_D6Cpzk.

Reporter Bret Anne Serbin 
may be reached at (406)-
758-4459 or bserbin@daily-
interlake.com.
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FROM PAGE ONE
US ends oil, 
gas lease sales 
from public land 
through June

BILLINGS (AP) — The U.S. 
Interior Department is can-
celling oil and gas lease sales 
from public lands through 
June amid an ongoing review 
of how the program contrib-
utes to climate change, offi-
cials said Wednesday.

The action does not affect 
existing leases and the agen-
cy has continued to issue 
new drilling permits during 
an open-ended review of the 
program that was ordered by 

the White House, said Nada 
Culver, deputy director of 
Interior’s Bureau of Land 
Management. 

Lease sales were sched-
uled in at least two states 
— Nevada on June 8 and 
Colorado on June 27. Details 
on the cancellations were 
obtained by The Associated 
Press in advance of their pub-
lic announcement.

Officials previously post-
poned or suspended lease sales 
in the Gulf of Mexico, Alaska’s 
Arctic National Wildlife 
Refuge and in states includ-
ing Wyoming, Montana, New 
Mexico and Utah.

Biden on Jan. 27 ordered 
Interior officials to review if 
the program unfairly benefits 
companies at the expense of 

taxpayers and its impact on 
climate change. 

Republican lawmakers have 
said the oil and gas moratori-
um will harm the economies of 
Western states without putting 
a significant dent in climate 
change. There is no end date 
for the review, but an interim 
report due this summer could 
reveal the Biden administra-
tion’s long-term plans for lease 
sales.

The leasing ban is only 
temporary, although officials 
have declined to say how long 
it will last. And it’s unclear 
how much legal authority the 
government has to stop drill-
ing on about 23 million acres 
previously leased to energy 
companies.

THIS WEEK, EXPLORE A NEW CAREER OR OPPORTUNITY IN

MANUFACTURING & 
THE TRADES

MONDAY, APRIL 5

JOIN IN FOR ANY OF THE SESSIONS AT 
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11:30 - 11:50am Aire Serve Heating & Air 

Conditioning
1:00 - 1:20pm Weyerhaeuser
3:00 - 3:20pm Kalispell Regional Healthcare

Are you looking for a new career, your first job, a summer job, an internship, or interested in 
furthering your education? Worried about how to pay for all of this or where to find childcare?

During the four weeks of April, Job Service Kalispell, Flathead Valley Community College, The Kalispell Cham-
ber of Commerce, and The Daily Inter Lake have partnered together to offer the WorkForce Flathead Opportu-
nity Fair. Employers will be sharing available career possibilities, why their business is a great place to work, and 
you’ll have a chance to ask questions. Also look for employers who are offering in-person interview and hiring 

events, educational support, upskilling opportunities and more during each week. 
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MSU Northwestern Agricultural 
Research Center
Become an Alum
Paying for College
The Nu turing Center
Women Investigating the Trades
Daily Inter Lake
Applied Materials
Integrated Security Solutions
LHC

FIND MORE OPPORTUNITIES!
QUESTIONS? CONTACT JOB SERVICE KALISPELL AT (406) 758-6200 

OR KALISPELLJSC@MT.GOV
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UPDATED Thursday & Friday Schedule | April 22-23

THURSDAY, APRIL 22
10:00-10:20am St. Luke’s Healthcare NEW TIME
10:30-10:50am The Incumbent Worker Training (IWT) Program
12:00-12:20pm Veterans’ Services at FVCC
4:00-4:20pm Turning Winds

FRIDAY, APRIL 23
10:30am Springs at Whitefi sh NEW TIME

Join in for any of these sessions at workforcefl athead.com
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