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Protecting Our Waters 
From Invasive Species 
Through Partnerships







Partnerships In Montana
• Public interest in the waters 

of the state.
• Desire to be involved in 

protecting that resource.
• Leverage local relationships 

and interest.
• AIS Program structured for 

partner involvement.
• MISC AIS Grant Program 

available to support.



Partner Involvement

• Prevention.
• Early Detection.
• Outreach.



Working Together on AIS 
Prevention



Inspection Station 
Partners

Partners (Contracted):
o Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes    

(Ravalli & Thompson falls)
o Blackfeet Nation (Browning)
o Missoula County (Clearwater Junction)
o Garfield Conservation District                    

(Flowing Wells & Wibaux)
o McCone Conservation District (Nahsua)
o Beaverhead Conservation District (Dillon)
o Bighorn Conservation District                      

(Hardin & St.Xavier)
o Powder River Conservation District 

(Broadus)
o Lincoln Conservation District
Other Inspection Station Partners
o City of Whitefish
o Swan Lakers
o Glacier National Park
o Yellowstone National Park



AIS Prevention 



AIS Prevention 



Watercraft Inspection 











Early Detection Survey

• Early detection 
increases chances 
for containment 
and/or eradication.

• Crews searching for 
AIS state-wide.

• Expanded partner 
involvement. 
o Trainings for local 

groups.



Partner Training
• Identification of native and 

invasive plants, snails, 
crayfish, clams and 
mussels.

• Learn survey techniques.
• Provide with identification 

and reporting tools.
• Collect and submit 

specimens and samples.
• Flathead Biological Station
• Whitefish Lake Institute







AIS Outreach



Outreach Partnerships

• Irrigation districts, 
Utilities,  TU, WU, CDs, 
FBS, WLI, Lake 
associations, watershed 
districts, NGOs.

• Consistent messaging:
o Clean Drain Dry. 
o Don’t Let it Loose.

• AIS information in local 
communities.

• AmeriCorps Volunteers



AmeriCorps 
Members



Pedro Pascal may be a delight, but aquatic invasive species are not! To protect 
Montana’s waters from these aquatic invaders, remember to clean-drain-dry 
your gear after every use and don’t release aquarium plants or pets into the wild. 
To learn more, go to FWP.mt.gov/AIS.”

Social Media





Looking to the Future
• Role of partnerships is 

increasingly important.
• Expand capacity.
• Emphasizes relevance. 
• Coordination to ensure 

consistency. 
• Continue to empower and 

involve local partners.
• AIS Partner Meeting 

November 27-28 in Helena



CleanDrainDryMT.com

FWP.MT.gov/AIS
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