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What is Stormwater?
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When rain falls on a landscape...

It can become GROUNDWATER 
if it lands on a soft surface

It can become STORMWATER
if it lands on a hard surface



How Stormwater is Managed

Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System AKA MS4
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Stormwater Pollution 
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Fertilizer & Pesticides

Nutrients

Deicing Agents

Litter Oil & Grease

Sediment



Stormwater Pollution 
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Fertilizer & Pesticides

Nutrients Litter Oil & Grease
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Protect Montana Waters
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Education and 
Outreach
Goal: To teach residents about 
stormwater pollution and provide 
opportunities to improve local water 
quality
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Collaboration and Stakeholders
M

T Lakes C
onference 2023Adopt-a-Drain Flathead 

Rain Garden Initiative
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Flathead
Ra in Ga rde n 

Init ia t ive
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What is a Rain Garden?
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What is a Rain Garden?
M

T Lakes C
onference 2023

Flathead Rain Garden
Initiative Website
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13 Flathead Rain 
Garden Initiative

• Launched in 2020 
• Engaged 150 residents 
• 17 rain gardens built
• Technical and financial support

⚬ Site  visits
⚬ De sign a ssista nce
⚬ Home owne r Ince ntive  Agre e me nt
⚬ Impe rvious a re a  ca lcula tor
⚬ Tie re d  funding , $ 375-$ 62 5
⚬ Gift ce rtifica te s

Gla c ie r High School Ra in Ga rde n
Photo courte sy of Sa ra h Conne r



Community Involvement
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July Rain Garden Walking Tour, Downtown Kalispell

May Rain Garden Workshop at Center for Native 
Plants

Free the Seeds Tabling Outreach

Kid’s Rain Garden 
Workshop
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15 Adopt-a-Drain
• Launched in 2021
• Recruits Kalispell residents to 

volunteer to regularly remove 
debris from the surfaces of 
stormdrains

• Volunteer toolkit and training
• 32 drains adopted
• 15 cleanings reported

Adopt -a-Drain Website



ADOPT -A-DRAIN &

FLATHEAD RAIN GARDEN INITIATIVE
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Future of Adopt -a-Drain and
Flathead Rain Garden Initiative



Our Goals

ADOPT - A- DRAIN

Integrate stormwater curriculum into Kalispell elementary schools
Adopt more drains!

FLATHEAD RAIN GARDEN INITIATIVE

Build a network of volunteers
Build more rain gardens!
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Volunteer a nd Opportunity Newsletter

Northwest Monta na  Fa ir a nd 
Rodeo

Postca rd 
Ma iler

Ra in Ga rden Wa lking Tour Flyer
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Lessons Learned
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•  Foster your relationships
•  Utilize your team
•  Exercise flexibility and creativity
•  Follow-up!
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Thank You!

406-334-6716
WORK

303-888-7684
CELL

katherine.lynch -dombroski@mt.gov
lynch.dombroski@gmail.com

EMAIL ADDRESSFlathead Rain Garden 
Initiative Website

Adopt -a-Drain 
Website
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