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• To encourage land and water stewardship,
• Broaden the constituency for responsible and 

thoughtful land use planning and resource 
management

• Build partnerships to effectively address 
conservation priorities so that our communities 
can absorb growth and provide economic 
opportunities while maintaining our special 
natural heritage and quality of life for future 
generations. 

THE FLATHEAD LAKERS ’ AP P RO AC H

Th e  Fla t h e a d  
La k e r s
S IN C E 19 5 8 ,  O UR MIS S IO N  HAS  
BEEN  TO  P RO TEC T C LEAN  
W ATER,  HEALTHY 
EC O S YS TEMS ,  AN D A LAS TIN G  
Q UALITY O F LIFE IN  THE 
FLATHEAD W ATERS HED.



Aquatic Invasive Species

Se p tic  Le a cha te

Pla nning  & De ve lopme nt  
Issue s

Re source  Ma na ge me nt

Ke y  P r io r it ie s
W ATER Q UALITY



Ke y  Ar e a s
We inform our members when their voices are 
ne e de d  to  he lp  p rote c t  c le a n wa te r. 

ADVOC AC Y

Our Conse rva t ion a nd  Re stora t ion Prog ra m 
works c olla bora t ive ly to  p rote c t  importa nt  
e xist ing  we t la nds a nd  ripa ria n a re a s, a nd  the  
c le a n wa te rs the y p rovide  our wa te rshe d . 

C ONSERVATION

Our a dult  a nd  stude nt  e duc a t ion p rog ra ms foc us 
on a ppre c ia t ing  a nd  le a rning  a bout  our 
wa te rshe d , a nd  unde rsta nd ing  tha t  our a c t ions 
ma ke  a  d iffe re nc e  to  c le a n wa te r.

EDUC ATION



THE SW IM GUIDE
Monitoring Fla thea d La ke



PROBLEM

SOLUTION

Flathead Lake is sought after 
for fishing, boa ting, swimming, 
and other forms of recrea tion.

No testing was being done a t 
Fla thead Lakes swimming 
beaches to prevent swimmers 
from contracting wa ter-borne 
disea ses, prima rily e .coli.

Mark Johnston,
FLOW Swimmers  



PRO CESS
Citizen Science

02.



Colla bora tive  Effort
The Flathead Swim Guide 
Project is a  collabora tive 
project between the Fla thead 
Lakers, Fla thead Lake 
Biologica l Sta tion (FLBS), and 
the Confedera ted Sa lish and 
Kootena i Tribes



Ga the r Sa mple

De live r to Bios ta tion 

Our team of volunteers 
ga thered a  sample a t each of 
the  16 beaches every Tuesday 
from July 10-September 12 , 
2023.

Montana  follows federa l guidelines for the monitoring of its 
recrea tiona l wa ters. The guidelines for freshwa ter levels of 
E. coli a re  a  geometric mean of 100 cfu per 100 mL and an 
STV of 320 cfu per 100 mL, measured using EPA Method 
1603, or any other equiva lent method tha t measures 
culturable  E. coli.



RESULTS
2023 Sea son
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SALES
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SALES
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SALES
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SALES

SO MERS 
SOMERS
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E. coli (CFU/100mL)

Site  ID 7/ 10 / 2023 7/ 17/ 2023 7/ 25/ 2023 8/ 1/ 2023 8/ 8/ 2023 8/ 15/ 2023 8/ 22/ 2023 8/ 29/ 2023 9/ 5/ 2023 9/ 12/ 2023

BIG ARM STATE PARK 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0

BIGFORK COMMUNITY DOCK 5 14 8 1 13 2 18 12 3 34

BLUE BAY CAMPGROUND 0 6 12 0 14 1 4 15 2 2

BOETTCHER PARK 27 12 13 4 2 50 4 23 5 18

ELMO TRIBAL PARK 19 8 1 1 15 1 31 0 0 0

FINLEY PT STATE PARK 2 0 5 0 0 3 3 1 3 2

FLBS AT YELLOW BAY CABINS 22 1 4 0 5 0 1 0 0 0

RIVERSIDE PARK 18 110 3 2 375 19 74 1 8 6

SALISH POINT 5 32 62 2 3 5 4 1 8 1

SOMERS 6 36 60 46 31 14 25 20 11 5

VOLUNTEER PARK 4 8 7 31 265 18 29 1 0 4

WAYFARERS PARK > 200* 31 5 1 0 0 49 4 2 0

WEST SHORE STATE PARK 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0

WOLF POINT TRIBAL PARK 0 0 2 2 0 3 1 0 0 2

WOOD'S BAY 0 21 10 0 293 0 29 1 2 2

YELLOW BAY STATE PARK 3 1 2 1 11 0 8 0 0 0

2 0 2 3  FULL RESULTS



SALES

SW IM GUIDE W EB TRAFFIC 
web io s and ro id
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LOOKING 
FORWARD

How ca n we improve?

03.



GOALS

More  use r frie nd ly 

Signa ge Source Dye  te s ting

some sites do not have sufficient cell 
service to view the Swim Guide a pp

Additiona l Te s ting
to determine the source of e .coli

Get the word out 
a bout this resource

Work with pa rk 
officia ls or volunteers 

to upda te  signs

huma ns, geese, dogs, 
e tc.?

In septic systems on 
la keshore properties

Upda ting



THANK YOU
Ha ve  a ny que s tion?

(406) 883-1346
www.fla theadlakers.org
www.theswimguide.org


	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24

