
Daily Inter Lake - 10/22/2023 Page : A01

October 22, 2023 8:50 am (GMT -6:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

Daily inter lake
SUNDAY OCTOBER 22, 2023   $2.25   Serving the Flathead Valley since 1889

www.dailyinterlake.com

Contamination from failing 
septic tanks for roughly 50 years 
has been well-documented as 
a contributor of pollution in 
the Flathead Basin. The key to 
addressing the pervasive issue 
likely lies in proving to home-
owners their system is failing. 

“Collecting the science infor-
mation is easy, but when you 
move into the social realm it gets 
more complicated,” said Mike 
Koopal, executive director of the 
Whitefish Lake Institute.

The implications for this 
issue, its challenges and poten-
tial solutions were at the center 
of a panel discussion Friday as 
the three-day Montana Lakes 
Conference wrapped up in 
Whitefish. 

“We know that we have a 
problem on our landscape and 
it’s time to act rather than 
kicking the can down the road 
again,” Koopal added. 

Solving 
septic 
pollution 
a matter of 
persuasion
By HEIDI DESCH
Daily Inter Lake

From a giant circular saw that cuts logs to length all 
the way to an artificial intelligence wood grader, the 
inside of the F.H. Stoltze Land and Lumber mill is fast 
and accurate, taking harvested trees and turning them 
into a revenue-making product. 

For some, the flying wood chips and lingering saw-
dust may be off-putting, but for foresters, it is the fruits 
of logging labor. 

As a part of manufacturing month in October, the 
Kalispell Chamber of Commerce hosted a tour of F.H. 
Stoltze’s facility on Wednesday, providing the oppor-

tunity to see inside one of the industries that run the 
state. 

“Active forest management is essential for our area 
and our forests,” said Cameron Wohlschlegel, a land 
and resources manager at the lumber company. “We 
need to advocate for active forest management.” 

Stoltze Lumber was first established in Montana in 
1912 and the current mill location, between Columbia 
Falls and Whitefish, has been operating since 1923. As 
a family-owned business, Stoltze creates mainly dry 
planed lumber, residues like wood chips and sawdust 
and wood shavings. 

Flathead Valley’s timber 
industry still buzzing

By KATE HESTON
Daily Inter Lake

THE F.H. Stoltze Land and Lumber mill, located between Columbia Falls and Whitefish, processes timber from logging 
projects. (Kate Heston/Daily Inter Lake)
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Kalispell Public Schools 
plans to apply to the Montana 
Board of Public for Education 
for permission to establish 
public charter schools.

Administrators anticipate 
that the completed applica-
tions will be on the agenda 
of an Oct. 24 board meeting 
in order to meet the Nov. 1 

deadline.
Currently, Flathead and 

Glacier high schools are con-
sidering a “school within a 
school” concept, meaning the 
public charter school would 
be housed in the existing high 
schools rather than a separate 
building. Administrators also 
brought up the possibility of 
turning Linderman Education 
Center, the alternative high 
school, and the Agricultural 

Education Center into charter 
schools.

“We’re reviewing all the 
schools that may fit into 
a public charter school 
concept,” said Interim 
Superintendent Randy Cline.

That includes Kalispell 
Middle School and the dis-
trict’s elementary schools, he 
said.

The action follows the pas-
sage of House Bill 549 this 

year, which authorizes public 
charter schools in Montana.

“The way I look at it is, 
you know, I think that we 
want to be the innovators. 
We want to be the ones that 
are leading this,” Assistant 
Superintendent Mark Fusaro 
said during an Oct. 10 board 
meeting.

District looks to create charter schools
By HILARY MATHESON
Daily Inter Lake
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Henneford 
crafts furniture 
designed to be 
passed down 
the genera-
tions.
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KALISPELL PUBLIC SCHOOLS Competition from lake trout in 
Montana waters continues to cut 
into the population of native fish, 
but experts are optimistic that 
ongoing efforts will manage and 
potentially reverse the decline.

Lake trout were introduced 
into the Flathead watershed at 
the beginning of the 20th cen-
tury, disrupting the food chain 
relied upon by native fish. The 
addition of mysis shrimp in the 
1980s allowed lake trout to con-
tinuously outcompete the native 
bull trout, said Barry Hansen, 
a fisheries biologist with the 
Confederated Salish and Kootenai 
Tribes.

Experts 
optimistic 
about efforts 
curbing 
invasive fish
By KATE HESTON
Daily Inter Lake

LAKES CONFERENCE

See INVASIVE,  A10
See CHARTER,  A6

See LOGGING,  A10

See SEPTIC,  A6

15
04

22

1 BED, 1 BATH, AC/HEAT, MINI FRIDGE, TV 

2”X6” WALLS    $9,850    EACH

Also a 16’ x 76’ Mobile, 3bd, 2ba $79,500 
Also a 12’ x 38’ 2bd, 1ba, vaulted ceilings, wood siding $47,500

Burton’s Satellite, Inc. Call Bill 406-249-2048

MODULAR CABINS
SINGLE OR CONNECT FOR MULTI UNITS 

Wood Constructed 10’ x 17’

Keep close to the 
Flathead with a digital 
subscription to the

Daily Inter Lake



Daily Inter Lake - 10/22/2023 Page : A10

October 22, 2023 8:50 am (GMT -6:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

In 2022, the company 
represented 129 employees 
with 50 loggers, producing 
62,128 million board feet 
of lumber. The majority of 
the logs come from United 
States Forest Service land. 

The tour began in 
the sawmill, which runs 
two sides, two shifts a 
day. New equipment was 
installed in 2000, allow-
ing for maximum quality 
from the logs harvested, 
according to the lumber 
company. 

The way the mill 
works, according to 
Wohlschlegel, is by taking 
inventory, scaling the 
product and then sorting 
it. 

A log is cut to size, 
debarked and squared 
off — a process that takes 
multiple big machines. 
From there, a computer 
scans the wood, creating 
a solution for what size 

lumber to cut. When the 
log is then split and the 
lumber is finalized into 
a flat board, the planks 
are wrapped and placed 
outside. 

However, every piece 
gets used when it can, 
from the wood planks 
to wood chips to saw-
dust, which is often 
sold to timber company 
Weyerhaeuser to use for 
manufacturing low-density 
fiberboard products. 

“It’s pretty much full 
utilization,” Wohlschlegel 
said. “We use every part 
of the tree.”

Stoltze also has a 
co-generation power plant 
on the property, which 
runs 24 hours per day, 
seven days per week and 
is capable of powering up 
to 3,000 homes, where tree 
waste is used to generate 
power.

“We try to use every-
thing we can out of this 
plant, including our 
waste,” said Brad James, 
power plant superinten-
dent, during the tour. 

When the lumber is 
complete, a lot of it is 
shipped out to Western 
Building Center locations 
or prairie states, like the 
Dakotas. 

BEFORE A log reaches 
the mill, the work begins 
in the woods harvesting 
trees. 

The tour visited a log 
landing near West Glacier, 
where loggers were active-

ly working on a project 
for Weyerhaeuser. Before 
a logging project gets 
underway, environmental 
assessments, surveys and 
more must occur. 

“We’re not starting 
a new forest or taking 
a whole forest away, 
we’re just enhancing it,” 
said Zach Miller, a raw 
materials manager at 
Weyerhaeuser. 

The goal of forest 

management, accord-
ing to both Stoltze and 
Weyerhaeuser employees, 
is to better prepare the 
forest for future use. The 
projects are prescriptive, 
in which trees are strate-
gically removed to reduce 
fuels, especially in the 
wildland-urban interface. 

Loggers remove small-
er, weaker trees as well 
to help the healthier, 
bigger ones continue to 
grow. Following best man-
agement practices, the 
logging projects, contrary 
to what many think, ben-
efit the overall health of 
the forest, not hinder it, 
according to Wohlschlegel.

“When we’re not 
managing the forest, it’s 
almost like loving some-
thing to death,” said Ali 
Ulwelling, the Montana 
Forest Action Plan imple-
mentation coordinator at 
the state Department of 
Natural Resources and 
Conservation. 

Logging, according to 
Ulwelling, is one way to 
better prepare a forest for 

a possible fire. It reduces 
fuels, gives favor to the 
healthier, bigger trees and 
allows for more diversity 
within the forest stand. 

Without management, 
Ulwelling said, the forest 
could disappear due to a 
disaster — something that 
happened naturally before 
humans were here. The 
cycle of the forest would 
happen without human 
activity, but by logging 
and reducing fuels, 
humans can moderate the 
extremes while producing 
a used and valued prod-
uct, Wohlschlegel said. 

Logging operations are 
strategically timed as well. 
The Weyerhaeuser land-
ing near West Glacier is 
a patch of trees that have 
been growing for around 
100 years. By logging 
them, Wohlschlegel said, 
that patch will be better 
prepared to withstand 
extremes, also providing a 
home to wildlife. 

“The forest is ever 
evolving,” Wohlschlegel 
said.

LOGGING
from A1

“[The introduction 
of mysis shrimp rep-
resents] one of the most 
pronounced and abrupt 
changes from a spe-
cies introduction,” said 
Hansen, speaking Friday 
at the Montana Lakes 
Conference in Whitefish.

Lake trout, who stay 
in deeper waters, feed 
on the mysis shrimp and 
bull trout themselves — 
outcompeting the native 
species. If lake trout 
invade a system that was 
previously dominated by 
bull trout, the bull trout 
decline.

In 1981, the majority 
of fish found in Flathead 
Lake were kokanee with 
a smaller population of 
bull trout. By 1992, lake 
trout held the majority, 
with overall numbers of 
bull trout seeing a decline, 
according to Hansen. 

“The decline [of bull 
trout] and the increase [in 
mysis shrimp] were very 
coordinated,” Hansen said. 

Hansen’s talk focused 
on the Confederated 
Salish and Kootenai 
Tribes’ efforts to restore 
native fish in Flathead 
Lake through the suppres-
sion of non-native lake 
trout. 

While the problem is 
likely without a perma-
nent fix, Hansen said that 
limiting and removing 
lake trout from the eco-
system is a good way to 
alleviate it.

One way to achieve 
this is from angling pres-
sures, Hansen said, for 
example through Mack 
Days. 

Sponsored by the tribe, 
Mack Days encourages 
anglers to target tagged 
lake trout to win priz-
es. Gillnetting, a fishing 
method using vertical 
panels of netting, is also 
an advantageous way to 
catch lake trout. 

While declines in bull 
trout numbers due to 
lake trout are evident, 
Northwest Montana 
remains a bull trout 
stronghold, especial-
ly in Glacier National 
Park, according to Vin 

D’Angelo, a fisheries 
biologist with the U.S. 
Geological Survey’s 
Northern Rockies 
Mountain Science Center 
Glacier Field Station. 

“The future doesn’t 
look terrible in this area,” 
D’Angelo said.

After the introduction 
of mysis shrimp, lake 
trout expanded out from 
Flathead Lake, entering 
tributaries that lead into 
the park. In the first 80 
years after lake trout were 
introduced in the valley, 
they moved to four lakes 
inside the park. The intro-
duction of mysis shrimp 
acted as an accelerant.

“Post mysis, we’re look-
ing at a lot more lakes in 
a shorter time,” D’Angelo 
said. 

Of the 12 lakes that 
bull trout inhabit in the 
park, nine of those are 
also home to lake trout. 
Of those nine bull trout 
populations, eight of them 
are virtually extinct. 

D’Angelo urged against 
despairing, however. By 
building barriers, sup-
pressing lake trout before 
they move into new areas 
and translocating lake 
trout populations, scien-
tists and conservationists 
may be able to hold off 
lake trout populations 
while helping bull trout 
prosper. 

“Be proactive, but also 
be consistent,” D’Angelo 
said about efforts to pro-
tect native species. 

THERE ARE other 
native fish species that 
are not as negatively 
affected by the addition 
of lake trout and mysis 
shrimp, some of which 
scientists are just now 
learning more about. 
Pygmy whitefish, another 
native fish to the area, for 
example, have recently 
been documented in new 
lakes across the region, 
according to Sam Bourret, 
a fisheries biologist with 
Montana Fish, Wildlife 
and Parks.

“We did find these fish 
in lakes where previously 
they were undocumented,” 
Bourret said, referring to 
the Tally and Big Salmon 
lakes. 

Pygmy whitefish are 
considered to have the 
most discontinuous range 
of any fresh water fish in 
North America, ranging 
from Alaska and parts of 
Russia all the way to Lake 
Superior. They are found 
in areas where glaciers 
receded. The Flathead 
Valley is the very south-
ern part of their range, 
Bourret said. 

The fish are difficult 
to catch, Bourret said, as 
they stay in deep waters. 
However, the newly 
documented fish popula-
tions offer insights into 
genetic diversity, where 
distance between popula-
tions yields more genetic 
variations, according to 
Bourret. 

Other populations 
of fish are struggling, 

according to Kyle Flynn, 
a senior engineer and sci-
entist at KF2 Consulting, 
PLLC., including arctic 
graylings in Southwest 
Montana, specifically in 
Red Rock Lake. 

In 2015, there were over 
1,000 spawning graylings 
in the population. In 2022, 
that number dropped 
to 73. Several attempts 
to bolster the habitat 
for graylings have been 
ground down in litigation. 

The situation facing 
graylings in Red Rock 
Lake is more dire than 
that of the bull trout in 
the Flathead watershed. 

“Graylings in the 
[Upper Red Rock Lake] 
are likely imperiled,” 
Flynn said. 

SPEAKERS STRESSED 
the need to coordinate 
efforts to tackle invasive 
species. Thomas Woolf, 
the aquatic invasive 
species bureau chief for 
Montana Fish, Wildlife 
and Parks, emphasized 
the importance of part-
nerships when defending 
Montana waters from 
invasive species, like mus-
sels or milfoil. 

Woolf said that local 
efforts, such as those tar-
geting milfoil in Beaver 
Lake near Whitefish, have 
proven successful. 

“After this season we 
didn’t find any milfoil at 
all … the persistence in 
keeping up with invasive 
species is important,” 

Woolf said. 
From 2017 to 2023, more 

than 400 boats were found 
with zebra and quagga 
mussels in Montana. The 
most effective way to pre-
vent these species from 
entering the ecosystem is 
through targeted detec-
tion. 

“This is a human-
caused problem, it is peo-
ple who are moving these 
things,” Woolf said. 

For more information 
about the Montana Lakes 
Conference, visit https://
whitefishlake.org/mlc-
2023-home/. 

Reporter Kate Heston can 
be reached at kheston@daily-
interlake.com or 758-4459. 
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FROM PAGE ONE

ALI ULWELLING, a Montana Forest Plan implemen-
tation coordinator at the state Department of Natural 
Resources and Conservation, speaks to a group touring 
a lumber landing on Oct. 18, 2023. (Kate Heston/Daily 
Inter Lake)

The Family of Per Hjulstad would like 
to thank Logan Home Health and 

Enhabit Hospice for their care of our 
family member Per Hjulstad. We would 
also like to thank family and friends for 

their comfort, support and loving prayers 
at a very sad and very hard time  

in our lives.
Thank you very much.

Michele, Mark & Monica

406.257.1259
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Pet Talk
Welcome to Pet Talk, an 
occasional column about 
homeless pets and related 
topics. Today we’re 
focusing on how potential 
adopters match up with 
potential adoptees.
Given the difficulty 
of finding homes for 
homeless pets, maybe we 
need some snazzy online 
dating sites for animal 
adoption. 
You know, some pet 
hookup sites like Match.
com or eHarmony. So 
how about something 
like eRover.com, 
PitbullsForever, or 
KittyLove.com?
Consider the much-
maligned pit bull “breed.” 
Did you know that the 
name doesn’t signify an 
actual breed? It’s merely 
an umbrella term given 
to several breeds of dogs 
that have similar physical 
traits, such as a muscular 
body and broad head.
In fact, the name 
originated from the cruel 
practice of forcing terrier-
type dogs to perform in 
nasty blood sports—where 
dogs were confined to 
a pen filled with rats or 
other dogs and then... 
Well, you can guess the 
rest! 
In actuality, at least  
5 breeds comprise this 
group, such as the English 
bull terrier.
Pits are so strong that, 
although they may not be 
inclined to start a fight, 
it’s likely that such dogs 
will win if goaded into a 
brawl. As the old saying 
goes, “A pit bull may not 
start a fight, but sure will 
finish it!”
Given the dogs’ sad 
history, and their 

renowned physical 
strength, some states 
and cities in the U.S. 
have actually outlawed 
the breed as being too 
dangerous for public 
safety.
This includes several cities 
in Montana. For example, 
between 1991 and 2018, 
the town of Libby had 
breed-specific legislation 
banning pit bulls.
But talk to nearly any 
owner and they’ll 
strongly refute the notion 
that pits are inherently 
dangerous—because most 
are as happy and loving as 
any dog.
Here’s an interesting 
finding on the effect 
of breed perception on 
adoption rates. In one 
Phoenix shelter, the 
average length of stay 
for pit bull-labeled dogs 
was 42 days. Yet, the 
result was just 13 days for 
similar-looking dogs that 
weren’t labeled by breed.
Given this sad info, maybe 
someone should create 
an adoption matchup site 
called “Pity.com” (Pun 
intended.)
Which brings to mind a 
touching adoption story 
that recently appeared 
in the Washington Post. 
Vanessa was a cute but 
unlucky pit bull puppy 
who basically grew old 
in a Louisiana shelter. 
From puppyhood to 
seniorhood, Vanessa was 
repeatedly passed by for 
an astounding 11 years. 
Whoa! That would be 
like a person spending 7 
decades in an orphanage.
Although Vanessa is 
a sweet dog with no 
behavioral issues, she was 
continually passed by in 
that Louisiana shelter. 
But several factors were 
working against her. First, 
there’s the inherently 
lower pit bull adoption 
rate. Moreover, seniors 
and black dogs are often 
overlooked by potential 
adopters.
But hooray! Vanessa was 
finally adopted this year 
after a local animal lover 
read the heart wrenching 
story on Facebook. So 

senior gal Vanessa now 
happily romps with the 
woman’s 3 other rescues 
and the gracious adopter 
said: “I just want to make 
her final years the best 
years she’s ever known... 
she’s definitely earned it.”

Of course, whether you 
love pits or some other 
type of dog, there are 
always plenty available 
to adopt at the Flathead 
County Animal Shelter.

To give you an idea of 
how busy the the shelter 
has been, last year more 
than 600 dogs and cats 
were put up for adoption.

So, if you love pets please 
consider adopting today! 
You can also help spread 
the word among family 
and friends in rapidly 
growing Flathead County. 

By the way, did you 
know about the Senior 
Pet Voucher offered by 
Flathead Shelter Friends? 
The free voucher pays up 
to $250 toward veterinary 
care for adopted cats and 
dogs who are 7+ years old. 

For more information, 
please contact Flathead 
County Animal 
Shelter, phone number 
(406) 758-1310, or 
visit the website at 
https://flathead.mt.gov/
department-directory/
animal. 

Pet Tails is produced by 
Flathead Shelter Friends 
Inc., an all-volunteer 
501(c)(3) nonprofit. Our 
work is supported in 
part by a grant from the 
Whitefish Community 
Foundation.

Personal donations 
are always 
appreciated! For more 
information, see www.
flatheadshelterfriends.org
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