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SPORTS: Bravette Rumsey Eash doubles up B1

Brad Johnson, the former 
Public Service Commission chair 
and Montana secretary of state, 
announced Tuesday he is enter-
ing the Republican primary for 
Montana’s U.S. Senate seat held 
by Sen. Jon Tester.

Johnson is the highest-pro-
file candidate to enter the race 
on the Republican side since 
Bozeman businessman Tim 
Sheehy declared his candida-
cy, backed by the National 
Republican Senatorial Committee 
and several of the state’s top 
Republican elected officials. 
Another Republican candidate, 
Jeremy Mygland, dropped out 
last weekend to run for state 
Senate.

Rumors have also kicked 
around for months that U.S. Rep. 
Matt Rosendale, R-Mont., will run 
for the seat again after losing 
to Tester in 2018, but he has not 

Johnson to 
vie for US 
Senate seat
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The importance that 
waterbodies hold across the 
country hold, while exam-
ining the challenges faced 
in preserving the quality 
of lakes and rivers, was 
at the forefront Thursday 
during the Montana Lakes 
Conference.

Hosted by the Whitefish 
Lake Institute every four 
years, the conference brings 
together professionals from 
different sectors, including 
students and community 
members.

Confederated Salish and 
Kootenai Tribal Chairman 
Tom McDonald shared 
about the importance of 

water to the tribes and how 
he and other members are 
dedicated to being the stew-
ards of local waterways. 

“The water quality in 
this lake right here needs 
to be better than it is today, 
for the future. And one 
of the great things I love 
about these kinds of con-
ferences is that I’m talking 

to people that share those 
values with me, including 
scientists who want to 
make sure that happens,” 
McDonald said.

Touching on the many 
ways water is incredibly 
important to humans, 
keynote speaker Andrew 
Sanson of the Texas Nature 

Protecting water quality rises 
to top at lakes conference

By TAYLOR INMAN
Daily Inter Lake

PADDLEBOARDERS FLOAT past boats docked at the North Flathead Yacht Club in Somers on Flathead Lake on Friday, June 
30. (Casey Kreider/Daily Inter Lake)

MONTANA LAKES CONFERENCE

The state Fish and Wildlife 
Commission voted to move 
forward with the process of 
enacting a no-wake zone at 
Half Moon Slough, but denied 
a similar petition regarding 
Lake Five on Thursday. 

Both petitions previously 
appeared before the commis-
sion, which subsequently 

asked Montana Fish, Wildlife 
and Parks to establish work 
groups to evaluate the propos-
als and develop recommenda-
tions. 

In February, a resident 
work group recommended 
that the commission emplace 
a no-wake zone on Half Moon 
Slough, a stretch of water 
on the Flathead River near 
Somers. The effort to restrict 
boating on the water body 

came at the behest of nearby 
residents, who submitted the 
original petition last year. 
Along with the no-wake zone, 
they asked for a seasonal clo-
sure for migrating waterfowl.

The Oct. 19 vote means that 
the proposed rules will go 
through another round of pub-
lic comments before returning 
to the commission. 

Several commissioners, 
including Brian Cebull and 

Jeff Burrows, worried that 
moving forward on Half 
Moon Slough would create 
an impossible precedent, one 
that would lead to confusion 
on water bodies. They also 
expressed concern about the 
ability to enforce the rule.

A majority of the commis-
sioners, though, saw a need to 
move forward.

Boating restrictions on Half-Moon Slough move forward
By KATE HESTON
Daily Inter Lake

Authorities on Wednesday 
arrested a Columbia Falls man 
who prosecutors say ran over 
his ex-wife in Martin City last 
June and then fled the scene. 

Kenneth James Floyd, 38, 
was booked into the county jail 
Oct. 18 with bail set at $100,000. 

Prosecutors filed a single count 
of felony negligent homicide 
against him in Flathead County 
District Court on Oct. 3.

Floyd was a suspect in his 
ex-wife’s death immediately, 
according to the charging 
documents. A witness phoned 
authorities about 1 a.m., June 
18 to relate the fatal hit-and-
run and named Floyd as the 

driver, court doc-
uments allege. 

Emergency 
responders 
found the vic-
tim, identified in 
court documents 
as Kimberly 
Gilham, in the 
alley between 
First Avenue 

North and Central Avenue in 
Martin City. Conscious, she 
complained of pain. Deputies 
noted that she suffered serious 
injuries to her legs, according 
to court documents. 

Taken to Logan Health 
Medical Center, Gilham suc-
cumbed to her injuries. 

The witness told deputies 
he spotted Gilham sitting in 

Floyd’s pickup truck, which 
was parked in the alley, while 
returning home that evening, 
court documents said. The wit-
ness recalled yelling at Floyd 
for parking near his home. 
Gilham exited the truck about 
that time and walked around 
the front of it, according to 
court documents.

Columbia Falls man accused of running over ex-wife
By DERRICK PERKINS
Daily Inter Lake
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The prevalence of chronic 
wasting disease in Libby has 
continued to decrease since the 
outbreak was detected in 2019, 
according to state wildlife offi-
cials. 

Chronic wasting disease, or 
CWD, is a fatal, neurological 
illness that occurs in members 
of the deer family, including 
animals native to Montana like 
white-tailed deer, mule deer, elk 
and moose. 

“There is no cure for it, no 
treatment for it, and at least 
for now all of our information 
shows that it is fatal,” said Neil 
Anderson, the wildlife manager 
for Montana Fish, Wildlife and 
Parks Region 1. 

First discovered in 1967 in a 
Colorado research facility, it has 
since been detected in at least 23 
states, two Canadian provinces 
and South Korea, according to 
the U.S. Geological Survey.

Montana Fish, Wildlife and 
Parks began active surveillance 
in the state in 1998 and found no 

Officials hopeful 
about decline of 
chronic wasting 
disease in Libby
By KATE HESTON
Daily Inter Lake
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declared his candidacy.
Johnson appeared to 

take jabs at both Sheehy 
and Rosendale in his cam-
paign launch announce-
ment.

“I am running because 
this isn’t an election we 
can relegate to slick DC 
gimmicks nor second 
chances with failed candi-
dates,” Johnson said in a 
statement.

It’s the second time 
Johnson has run in a U.S. 
Senate primary. In 2002, 
he took home 17.8% of the 
votes in the Republican 
primary, losing to Mike 
Taylor. He also ran 
unsuccessfully against 
U.S. Rep. Pat Williams in 
1990.

But he won a three-
way Republican primary 
for secretary of state 
in 2004, then defeated 
Democrat Bill Kennedy 
in the general election 
51%-49%, winning by less 
than 9,000 votes.

He served in that role 
for four years before he 
was defeated by Democrat 
Linda McCulloch by 
around 5,000 votes in the 
2008 election. McCulloch 
again beat Johnson in the 
2012 election for the same 
seat.

Johnson was elected 
as the District 5 Public 
Service Commissioner 
in 2014, then considered 
running for governor in 
2016 but declined to do 
so once Greg Gianforte 
announced his candidacy.

Johnson was re-elected 
to the PSC in 2018, then 

ran in the Republican 
secretary of state primary 
again in 2020, coming in 
third behind Scott Sales 
and Christi Jacobsen, 
who went on to win the 
general election.

Johnson served out 
his term with the PSC 
through the begin-
ning of this year. But 
in December, he put 
his name in the hat to 
be considered for the 
Commissioner of Political 
Practices job. After a leg-
islative committee inter-
viewed him and other 
candidates, they opted to 
let the governor pick his 
nominee.

The COPP in 2017 fined 
Johnson $3,000 for an 
ethics violation because 
he used PSC resources to 

draft and review a letter 
to the editor about a PSC 
candidate he opposed.

Johnson’s cam-
paign said as the lone 
Republican holding state-
wide office during his 
secretary of state tenure, 
he was “guided by his 
conservative values and 
strong faith” and said his 
four years in the office 
were “marked by integ-
rity, transparency, and a 
relentless pursuit of the 
interests of the people of 
Montana.”

In a statement, 
Johnson said Montanans 
are “losing our country.”

“It is time for real 
leadership that shoots 
straight with Montanans, 
understand our values, 
and gets things done for 

our future,” he said. “I 
will be that candidate and 
look forward to working 
hard to earn that oppor-
tunity over the next few 
months.”

Blair Miller is a Hele-
na-based reporter. The Daily 
Montanan is a nonprofit 
newsroom.

JOHNSON
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NATION & WORLD

ATLANTA (AP) — Lawyer 
Sidney Powell pleaded guilty 
to reduced charges Thursday 
over efforts to overturn Donald 
Trump’s loss in the 2020 elec-
tion in Georgia, becoming the 
second defendant in the sprawl-
ing case to reach a deal with 
prosecutors.

Powell, who was charged 
alongside Trump and 17 oth-
ers with violating the state’s 

anti-racketeering law, entered 
the plea just a day before jury 
selection was set to start in her 
trial. She pleaded guilty to six 
misdemeanors accusing her 
of conspiring to intentionally 
interfere with the performance 
of election duties.

As part of the deal, she will 
serve six years of probation, 
will be fined $6,000 and will 
have to write an apology letter 
to Georgia and its residents. 
She also recorded a statement 
for prosecutors and agreed to 

testify truthfully against her 
co-defendants at future trials.

Powell was initially charged 
with racketeering and six 
other counts as part of a 
wide-ranging scheme to keep 
the Republican president in 
power after he lost the 2020 
election to Democrat Joe Biden. 
Prosecutors say she also par-
ticipated in an unauthorized 
breach of elections equipment 
in a rural Georgia county elec-
tions office.

The plea deal makes Powell 

the most prominent known per-
son to be working with prose-
cutors investigating Trump’s 
efforts to overturn the election. 
Her cooperation in the case 
and participation in strategy 
talks threaten to expose the 
former president and offer 
insight on what he was saying 
and doing in the critical period 
after the election.

Above all, the guilty plea 
is a remarkable about-face for 
a lawyer who, perhaps more 
than anyone else, strenuously 

pushed baseless conspiracy the-
ories about a stolen election in 
the face of extensive evidence 
to the contrary. She also has 
important knowledge about 
high-profile events, including 
a news conference she partic-
ipated in on behalf of Trump 
and his campaign shortly after 
the election and on a White 
House meeting she attended in 
mid-December of 2020 in which 
prosecutors say ways to influ-
ence the outcome of the elec-
tion were discussed.

Sidney Powell pleads guilty over efforts to overturn Trump’s loss in Georgia
By KATE BRUMBACK
Associated Press

LOS ANGELES (AP) 
— Newly appointed 
California Democratic 
Sen. Laphonza Butler 
announced Thursday 
she will not seek elec-
tion to a full term in 
2024, avoiding what 
would have been a cost-
ly and bruising race for 
the seat held for three 
decades by the late 
Dianne Feinstein.

Butler — who was 
named earlier this 
month by Democratic 
Gov. Gavin Newsom to 
complete Feinstein’s 
remaining term — said 
in a statement she 
made the decision after 
considering “what kind 
of life I want to have, 
what kind of service I 
want to offer and what 
kind of voice I want to 
bring forward.”

“Knowing you 
can win a campaign 
doesn’t always mean 
you should run a cam-
paign. I know this will 
be a surprise to many 
because traditionally 
we don’t see those who 
have power let it go,” 
Butler added. “It may 
not be the decision peo-
ple expected but it’s the 
right one for me.”

Her candidacy would 
have complicated an 
already crowded race 
that includes sever-
al other prominent 
Democrats — U.S. Reps. 
Katie Porter, Adam 
Schiff and Barbara Lee 
— and Republican Steve 
Garvey, a former Major 
League Baseball star.

Butler, a Democratic 
insider and former 
labor leader, had never 
held public office before 
joining the Senate.

Appointed California Sen. 
Laphonza Butler will not 
seek a full term in 2024
By MICHAEL R. BLOOD
Associated PressLAS VEGAS (AP) — A 

lawyer speaking for the 
former street gang lead-
er charged with killing 
Tupac Shakur in 1996 said 
Thursday he sees “obvi-
ous defenses” in the mur-
der case in Las Vegas.

“There’s no gun, there’s 
no car and there’s no wit-
nesses from 27 years ago,” 
attorney Ross Goodman 
told reporters after the 
briefest of court hearings, 
at which he told a Nevada 
judge he was close to 
being hired to represent 
Duane “Keffe D” Davis.

Clark County District 
Judge Tierra Jones gave 
Davis and Goodman two 
weeks to reach agreement, 
saying she wants to “get 
this case moving.” She 
reset Davis’ arraignment 
for Nov. 2.

Goodman told reporters 
that although he doesn’t 
yet represent Davis, he 

expects Davis will plead 
not guilty and seek release 
from jail pending trial. 
Clark County District 
Attorney Steve Wolfson 
did not respond to mes-
sages about Goodman’s 
comments.

Davis, 60, is being 
held at the Clark County 

Detention Center in Las 
Vegas without bail. He is 
originally from Compton, 
California.

He was arrested Sept. 
29 outside a home in 
suburban Henderson 
where Goodman said he 
has lived for more than a 
decade. Davis told police 

that he moved there in 
January because his wife 
was involved in opening 
grocery stores in Nevada.

Davis is accused 
of orchestrating and 
enabling a drive-by shoot-
ing that killed Shakur 
and wounded rap music 
mogul Marion “Suge” 
Knight after a brawl at 
a Las Vegas Strip casino 
involving Shakur and 
Davis’ nephew, Orlando 
“Baby Lane” Anderson.

In interviews and a 
2019 tell-all memoir that 
described his life as a 
leader of a Crips gang 
sect in Compton, Davis 
said he obtained a .40-cal-
iber handgun and handed 
it to Anderson in the 
back seat of a car from 
which he and authorities 
say shots were fired at 
Shakur and Knight in 
another car at an inter-
section near the Las 
Vegas Strip. Davis didn’t 
identify Anderson as the 
shooter.

No gun, no car, no living witnesses against man 
charged in Shakur killing, defense lawyer says
By KEN RITTER
Associated Press

DUANE “KEFFE D” Davis, right, speaks with attorney 
Ross Goodman in court Thursday, Oct. 19, 2023, in Las 
Vegas. Davis has been charged with killing Tupac Shakur 
in 1996. (AP Photo/John Locher, Pool)

Conservancy and who 
has spent 50 years as a 
conservation professional, 
impressed upon the audi-
ence ensuring children 
understand the impor-
tance of the outdoors. 

Recalling a canoeing 
trip he took with “city 
kids” from Austin in the 
early 1990s, he said the 
trip greatly impacted the 
children. He helped teach 
them how to skip rocks 
after realizing none of 
them had ever seen it 
before. 

“Whether you’re a 
college professor or you 
work for a water author-
ity or whatever you do, 
every one of us can find 
a way during the course 
of the year to put a kid 
in the water. To teach 

them how to fish, swim, 
scuba dive — to under-
stand that it’s fun, it’s 
good for them, to say it’s 
going to be there and 
they’re going to have to 
take responsibility for it,” 
Samson said. 

Presentations and pan-
els during the conference 
which continues through 
Friday examine in greater 
detail the various threats 
to water quality including 
aquatic invasive species 
and pollution. 

Phosphorus is one 
of the largest threats to 
lakes, according to Jim 
Esler, director of the 
University of Montana 
Flathead Lake Biological 
Station.

Phosphorus is used 
most widely in fertilizers 
and is a major part of 
agriculture worldwide. 
However, saturated use 
of the essential mineral 
contributes to its excess 

pollution in waterbodies. 
Esler said this build-

up occurs from human 
and animal waste and 
agricultural runoff. 
Concentrations of the ele-
ment accrue in lakes and 
help create the perfect 
environment for algae to 
thrive — turning crystal 
clear lakes into green, 
murky waters that are 
dangerous for humans 
and animals alike. 

At the same time, the 
global supply of phos-
phorus is being depleted, 
he noted. A daunting 
issue to contend with as 
it impacts the ability to 
grow food. 

Esler was quick to 
start offering some solu-
tions. 

“Can we take waste 
and turn it into resourc-
es? Can we take scarcity 
and substitute abun-
dance? Can we change 
dead zones and make 

them productive?” Esler 
said. 

The three Rs — reduce, 
reuse and recycle — may 
provide assistance, but 
he said the addition of 
research on the topic is 
needed to look at how 
decision-making impacts 
the phosphorus sustain-
ability system. 

He said the global pop-
ulation needs to reduce 
soil erosion and meat 
consumption. While 
new technology is being 
created to help recycle 
phosphorus, Esler said 
nutrient recovery can be 
one solution. 

The growth of algae 
in lakes as the result of 
phosphorus was observed 
by Dan Wickham, who 
was a Research Ecologist 
at the UC Bodega Marine 
Lab in California, in his 
home state of Michigan. 
After people flocked to 
build vacation cabins 

along the state’s many 
lakeshores in the 20th 
century, septic leachate 
from failing septic tanks 
inevitably created an 
excess of phosphorus in 
lakes. 

Pulling from his back-
ground in fermentation 
while working as a wine-
maker, Wickham got 
involved with developing 
a bacteria blend that 
could eat away contami-
nants in soil. That work 
led to a breakthrough in 
how to turn septic waste 
into irrigation. 

As founder of 
SludgeHammer Group, 
he has pioneered the use 
of their technology to 
improve septic systems 
on lakefront properties 
and create irrigation sys-
tems that replace septic 
tanks. 

This not only ensures 

that the septic leachate 
is not contaminating the 
lake, but it also allows 
for fertilizing yards and 
gardens. 

The conference is orga-
nized into concurrent 
sessions with a science 
and policy track and a 
citizen science track. For 
the final day of the con-
ference on Friday, pre-
senters will discuss the 
impact of aquatic inva-
sive species in Montana 
lakes and rivers, among 
other issues like septic 
leachate. 

For more information, 
visit https://whitefish-
lake.org/mlc-2023-home/.

Reporter Taylor Inman can 
be reached at 406-758-4433 
or by emailing tinman@daily-
interlake.com.
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