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SPORTS: American Collin Morikawa wins British Open A7

Whitefish’s mayor is poised to declare 
Friday, July 23, 2021, “Nicole Heavirland Day” 
in honor of the local woman gearing up to play 
rugby in the Tokyo Olympics.

Mayor John Muhlfeld is scheduled to issue 
the proclamation during a Whitefish City 
Council meeting Monday evening. The proc-
lamation notes Heavirland, 26, was a multis-
port standout at Glacier High School, where 
she picked up rugby as a freshman, before 
playing Division I basketball and becoming a 
USA Rugby All-American at the U.S. Military 
Academy at West Point.

“While she relocated to California to train 
full time at the Elite Athlete Training Center 

alongside fellow Olympians, she still calls 
Whitefish home, and returns often to spend 
time with family and enjoy mountain biking 
and fly fishing in the Big Sky State,” the proc-
lamation states.

“Heavirland is a strong proponent off the 
field for health and local entrepreneurship 
and has facilitated co-branded opportunities to 
advance Whitefish businesses and causes,” it 
states. “Heavirland is proud of her Whitefish 
roots and looks forward to proudly represent-
ing her hometown on the global stage for Team 
USA in Tokyo this summer.”

THE COUNCIL will consider proposed chang-
es to the city’s short-term rental requirements 

Olympic 
rugby 
player 
will have 
her day

By CHAD SOKOL
Daily Inter Lake

A lengthy saga revolving 
around accessory dwelling units 
in Kalispell could reach a con-
clusion during the Kalispell City 
Council’s meeting Monday eve-
ning.

The council is set to vote on 
an ordinance that would allow 
accessory dwellings in various 
city residential zones. 

The city’s regulations for sec-
ondary dwelling units on proper-
ties have been on a roller coaster 
ride since September 2020 as the 
council has see-sawed between 
support for loosening restric-
tions and reticence to officially 
approve their expansion.

Last fall, council member 
Ryan Hunter brought up the idea 
of allowing for expanded acces-
sory dwellings. The idea went 
through numerous discussions, 
and an ordinance to expand the 
zones gained enough support to 
pass a first reading earlier this 
year.

Then, in February, three 
council members who initially 
voted in favor of the ordinance 
withdrew their support. The dis-
cussion was postponed, and the 
ordinance died on the table. 

But the debate didn’t end 
there. The council revived the 
conversation in two work ses-
sions earlier this summer, and 
the first reading of a new ordi-
nance is set for Monday.

If it passes, the current itera-
tion of the ordinance would allow 
for accessory dwellings with an 
administrative conditional-use 
permit, which requires applicants 
to notify neighbors about their 
development plans, in the RA-1, 
RA-2, R-4, R-5 and H-1 zones. 

Two parking spots would be 
required per unit, the same num-
ber currently required in those 
zones. 

The units would be limited to 
1,000 square feet of gross floor 
area living space. 

They would not, however, 
carry any stipulation against use 
as short-term housing, such as 
through Airbnb or VRBO. 

IN OTHER business, the council 
will hold its second reading of an 
ordinance that would incorporate 
downtown historic design stan-
dards into the city code.

The standards, developed with 
contractor A&E; Design, give 
guidance to downtown building 
owners about features on build-
ing facades, like materials, colors 
and signage. They are intended 
to preserve the historic quality of 
Kalispell’s downtown structures.

On July 6, the council 
approved the first reading of 
the ordinance to implement the 
proposed standards. If the second 
reading passes on Monday, the 
standards will be formally part of 
the city code.

The meeting will be open to 
the public. It will start at 7 p.m. 
in the Kalispell City Chambers, 
201 First Ave. E.

Reporter Bret Anne Serbin may 
be reached at 406-758-4459 or 
bserbin@dailyinterlake.com.

Accessory 
dwelling 
saga may 
conclude 
with vote

By BRET ANNE SERBIN
Daily Inter Lake

The “Flathead Watershed 
Sourcebook: A Guide to 
an Extraordinary Place” is 
about 250 pages of photos, 

graphics and essays from dozens of 
contributors exploring the cultural 
and ecological history of the region. 
Part textbook, part nature guide, it’s 
filled with useful information for any-
one interested in conserving or rec-
reating responsibly on the lands and 
waterways of Northwest Montana.

It’s the kind of heavily researched 
project an experienced conservation 
expert might spend years on. Lori 
Curtis put it together in just two — 
with backing from a group called the 
Flathead Community of Resource 
Educators, or CORE — and she did 
it while completing coursework for 
her master’s degree in environmental 
studies in her mid-50s.

“I wanted this to be accessible to 
high school and above. It feels good 
to have something that actually com-
municates some important things to 
people who normally wouldn’t read 
about them,” Curtis said of the book. 
She recalled a friend telling her, “The 
most important thing that we need is 
people who can communicate science, 
because scientists do such a bad job 
of it.”

The publication of the book marked 
a turning point in Curtis’ professional 
life. She had studied oceanography 
at a community college and briefly 
attended the University of California 
Santa Barbara in the 1970s before 

dropping out when her father was 
diagnosed with cancer.

She spent decades working in other 
fields, from her father’s swimming 
pool maintenance business when she 
was in high school, to various entre-
preneurial and public relations roles 
that landed her in the Silicon Valley 
and in the tiny town of Grand Lake, 
Colorado.

When she and her husband, Walter, 
relocated to the Flathead Valley in 
2006, she was ready to make a change. 
Two years later, she enrolled in an 
online graduate program through the 
former Green Mountain College.

“I thought, ‘This is nuts. I’m still 
not doing what I want to do and it’s 
never going to happen,’” she recalled. 
“I had always wanted to work in 
either forestry or water management.”

CURTIS, WHO called herself a “big 
proponent” of older-adult education, 
retired this month, at age 66, after 
a decade with the Whitefish Lake 
Institute, a small nonprofit founded 
by Mike Koopal in 2005 to protect the 
lake and its tributaries.

The organization has largely 
focused on preventing the introduc-
tion of invasive zebra and quagga 
mussels, which can clog pipes and 
displace native species, and on mon-

itoring the health of the lake by rig-
orously collecting and testing water 
samples.

With the official title of science and 
education coordinator, Curtis wore 
many hats at the institute, conducting 
research and education programs; 
applying for grants and managing 
the organization’s finances; devel-
oping an interpretive trail through 
the 28-acre Averill’s Viking Creek 
Wetland Preserve; raising money 
through an annual wine auction and 
an event dubbed the Montana Lakes 
Conference; and helping develop mate-
rials, including a 60-page book titled 
“Voices of Our Lake,” that encourage 
people to get involved in water con-
servation.

Curtis also investigated the prob-
lem of septic leachate runoff from 
lakeshore properties — a problem that 
has grown into a major focus of the 
Flathead Basin Commission. Without 
enforceable local, state or federal 
requirements, she said, it’s difficult to 
encourage property owners to proper-
ly maintain their aging septic tanks.

“It’s private infrastructure, but it 
affects public resources,” she said.

CURTIS MIGHT return to the White-
fish Lake Institute as a board member 
sometime in the future. But for now, 
she’s content to continue teaching on-
line courses through Prescott College 
in Arizona — and take in views of the 
watershed she’s worked to protect.

She has passed on the institute’s 
finance and grant responsibilities to 

Longtime Whitefish Lake 
conservationist passes baton
By CHAD SOKOL
Daily Inter Lake

LORI CURTIS, who recently retired after a decade with the Whitefish Lake Institute, is photographed at Les Mason State Park 
in Whitefish on Wednesday, July 14, 2021. (Casey Kreider/Daily Inter Lake)
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flames Sunday, “focusing 
on preserving life and 
property with point pro-
tection of structures and 
putting in containment 
lines where possible,” 
the U.S. Forest Service 
said.

Meteorologists pre-
dicted critically dan-

gerous fire weather 
with lightning possible 
through at least Monday 
in both California and 
southern Oregon.

“With the very dry 
fuels, any thunderstorm 
has the potential to 
ignite new fire starts,” 
the National Weather 
Service in Sacramento, 
California, said on 
Twitter. 

Extremely dry con-
ditions and heat waves 

tied to climate change 
have swept the region, 
making wildfires harder 
to fight. Climate change 
has made the West much 
warmer and drier in the 
past 30 years and will 
continue to make weath-
er more extreme and 
wildfires more frequent 
and destructive.

Firefighters said in 
July they were facing 
conditions more typical 
of late summer or fall.

Northern California’s 
Dixie Fire roared to new 
life Sunday, prompting 
new evacuation orders 
in rural communities 
near the Feather River 
Canyon. The wildfire, 
near the 2018 site of the 
deadliest U.S. blaze in 
recent memory, was 15% 
contained and covered 39 
square miles. The fire is 
northeast of the town of 
Paradise, California, and 
survivors of that horrific 

fire that killed 85 people  
watched warily as the 
new blaze burned.

Officials in Montana 
identified a firefight-
er who was seriously 
burned when flames 
overtook a crew fighting 
a small blaze there. Dan 
Steffensen was flown to 
a Salt Lake City hospital 
after the winds shifted 
suddenly on Friday, 
engulfing his fire engine 
near the Wyoming bor-

der. A second firefighter 
escaped without injury 
and called for help.

There were about 70 
active large fires and 
complexes of multiple 
blazes that have burned 
nearly 1,659 square miles 
in the U.S., the National 
Interagency Fire Center 
said. The U.S. Forest 
Service said at least 16 
major fires were burning 
in the Pacific Northwest 
alone.

FIRE
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to Carol Treadwell, 
who holds a doc-
torate in earth and 
planetary sciences 
from the University 
of New Mexico and 
previously served as 
executive director 

of the Bob Marshall 
Wilderness Foundation 
and the Ausable River 
Association in New 
York.

Treadwell said 
Whitefish Lake remains 
one of the cleanest lakes 
in the country, but with 
increases in population, 
lake use and develop-
ment, the ecosystem 
isn’t as healthy as it 

used to be. She looks for-
ward to helping preserve 
it for future generations.

“We can’t do anything 
to get the lake back to 
‘excellent’ water quali-
ty, but we can prevent 
water quality in the lake 
from declining further,” 
she said. “That’s why 
WLI’s monthly lake 
monitoring work is so 
important for keeping 

a finger on the pulse of 
the lake. WLI provides a 
great service to the citi-
zens of Whitefish as well 
as the aquatic inhabi-
tants of the lake.”

Assistant editor Chad 
Sokol may be reached at 
406-758-4439 or csokol@
dailyinterlake.com.
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and enforcement updates 
during a work session 
starting at 6:15 p.m. Mon-
day. No formal decisions 

may be made during 
work sessions.

The council’s regular 
meeting will begin at 
7:10 p.m. and it will con-
sider:

A request from Dan 
Nelson for preliminary 
plat approval for a four-
lot subdivision at 736 

Wisconsin Ave.
A request from 

Heather Burnham for a 
conditional-use permit 
for the construction of 
a guest house at 810 
Colorado Ave.

A request from Karen 
Bunker for preliminary 
plat approval for a four-

lot subdivision at the 
corner of O’Brien and 
Sawtooth avenues.

A request from Sarah 
Canepa and other prop-
erty owners to rezone 
three blocks of the west 
side of Kalispell Avenue 
between Third and 
Sixth streets from WR-4 

(high-density multifam-
ily residential district) 
to WR-2 (two-family resi-
dential district).

The council will meet 
at City Hall; the public 
also can participate via 
Webex video confer-
encing. Instructions for 
tuning in, as well as the 

council’s meeting agenda 
and other documents, 
can be found on the 
city’s website.

Assistant editor Chad 
Sokol may be reached at 
406-758-4439 or csokol@
dailyinterlake.com.

COUNCIL
from A1

PORT-AU-PRINCE, 
Haiti — Haiti’s political 
future on Sunday grew 
murkier after the sur-
prise return of first lady 
Martine Moïse, who was 
released from a hospital 
in Miami where she was 
treated for injuries fol-
lowing an attack in which 
the president was assas-
sinated.

Martine Moïse did not 
make any public state-
ments after she descended 
a private jet wearing a 
black dress, a black bul-
letproof vest, a black face 
mask and her right arm 
in a black sling as she 
mourned for President 
Jovenel Moïse, who was 
killed July 7 at their pri-
vate home.

Some experts — like 
many in this country 
of more than 11 million 
people — were surprised 
at how quickly she reap-
peared in Haiti and ques-
tioned whether she plans 
to become involved in the 
country’s politics.

“The fact that she 
returned could suggest 
she intends to play 
some role,” said Laurent 
Dubois, a Haiti expert 
and Duke University 
professor. “She may 
intervene in one way or 
another.”

Martine Moïse arrived 
just hours after a prom-
inent group of interna-
tional diplomats issued a 
statement that appeared 
to shun interim Prime 
Minister Claude Joseph, 
the man currently run-
ning the country with the 
backing of police and the 
military.

Joseph’s name was 
never mentioned in the 
statement made by the 
Core Group, composed 
of ambassadors from 
Germany, Brazil, Canada, 
Spain, the U.S., France, 
the European Union and 
representatives from the 
United Nations and the 
Organization of American 
States.

The group called for 
the creation of “a consen-
sual and inclusive govern-
ment,” adding, “To this 
end, it strongly encourag-
es the designated Prime 
Minister Ariel Henry 
to continue the mission 
entrusted to him to form 
such a government.”

Henry was designated 
prime minister a day 
before Jovenel Moïse was 
killed. He did not respond 
to requests for comment.

The U.N., OAS and 
U.S. State Department did 
not offer further explana-
tion when contacted.

Given the current state 
of Haitian politics, Dubois 
said he believes the arriv-
al of Martine Moïse could 
have an impact.

“She’s obviously in a 
position to play a role 
... given how wide open 
things are,” he said, add-
ing that the Core Group’s 
statement is striking 
because it makes no ref-
erence to Joseph. “One 
has to wonder whether 
the developments in the 
investigation have any-
thing to do with this. 
They’re all these puzzle 
pieces that are just chang-
ing moment to moment. 
Right now it seems very 
hard to figure out how to 
put these together.”

Authorities in Haiti 
and Colombia say at 
least 18 suspects direct-
ly linked to the killing 
have been arrested, the 
majority of them former 
Colombian soldiers. At 
least three suspects were 
killed and police say they 
are looking for numer-
ous others. Colombian 
officials have said that 
the majority of former 
soldiers were duped and 
did not know of the assas-
sination plot.

Police in Haiti on 
Sunday identified anoth-
er suspect in the case: 
Pierre Joseph Ashkard. 
Online records show 
he is a Canadian-based 
businessman who runs a 
medical business in Texas 
with Christian Emmanuel 
Sanon, a Haitian physi-
cian and pastor whom 
local authorities recently 
arrested and consider a 
key suspect.

A day after the killing, 
U.S. State Department 
spokesman Ned Price 
had said Joseph was the 
incumbent in the position 
and was serving as acting 
prime minister before the 
assassination: “We contin-
ue to work with Claude 
Joseph as such,” he said.

On July 11, a delega-
tion of representatives 
from various U.S. agen-
cies traveled to Haiti to 
review critical infrastruc-
ture, talk with Haitian 
National Police and meet 
with Joseph, Henry and 
Haitian Senate President 
Joseph Lambert in a joint 
meeting.

The deepening political 
turmoil has prompted 
dozens of Haitians to visit 
the U.S. embassy in Port-
au-Prince in recent days 
to seek a visa or political 
asylum.

“We can’t stay anymore 
in the country,” said Jim 
Kenneth, a 19-year-old 
who would like to study 
medicine in the U.S. “We 
feel very insecure.”

Haiti faces uncertain future  
as mourning first lady returns
By DÁNICA COTO 
Associated Press

IN THIS handout photo released by Haiti’s Secretary of 
State for Communication, Haiti’s first lady Martine Moise, 
wearing a bullet proof vest and her right arm in a sling, 
arrives at the Toussaint Louverture International Airport, 
in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Saturday, July 17, 2021. (Haiti’s 
Secretary of State for Communication Photo/via AP)

ISLAMABAD — The 
leader of the Taliban 
said Sunday that his 
movement is committed 
to a political settlement 
to end decades of war in 
Afghanistan, even as the 
insurgents battle in doz-
ens of districts across to 
country to gain territory.

The statement by 
Maulawi Hibatullah 
Akhunzada came as 
Taliban leaders were 
meeting with a high-level 
Afghan government del-
egation in the Gulf state 
of Qatar to jump-start 
stalled peace talks. The 
Kabul delegation includes 
the No. 2 in the govern-
ment, Abdullah Abdullah, 
head of Afghanistan’s 
national reconciliation 
council.

The talks resumed 
Saturday, ahead of the 
four-day Muslim holiday 
of Eid al-Adha, which 
in many parts of the 
world is expected to start 
Tuesday. A second ses-
sion was to take place 
Sunday afternoon.

Washington’s peace 
envoy Zalmay Khalilzad, 
who is in Qatar, previ-

ously expressed hopes for 
a reduction in violence 
and possibly a cease-fire 
over Eid al-Adha.

Akhundzada said that 
“in spite of the military 
gains and advances, the 
Islamic Emirate strenu-
ously favors a political 
settlement in the country, 
and every opportunity for 
the establishment of an 
Islamic system.” 

The Islamic Emirate 
of Afghanistan is what 
the Taliban called their 
government when they 
ruled the country for five 
years, until their ouster 
by a U.S.-led coalition in 
2001.

Still, there are few 
signs of a political agree-
ment on the horizon. 
Battles between the 
Taliban and government 
forces are continuing in 
dozens of provinces, and 
thousands of Afghans are 
seeking visas in hopes 
of leaving the country. 
Most are frightened that 
the final withdrawal of 
U.S. and NATO troops 
after nearly 20 years will 
plunge their war-ravaged 
nation into deeper chaos. 
With the U.S. withdrawal 
more than 95% complete, 
Afghanistan’s future 

seems mired in uncer-
tainty.

Militias with a bru-
tal history have been 
resurrected to fight the 
Taliban but their loy-
alties are to their com-
manders, many of them 
U.S.-allied warlords with 
ethnic-based support.

This has raised 
the specter of deepen-
ing divisions between 
Afghanistan’s many eth-
nic groups. Most Taliban 
are ethnic Pashtuns and 
in the past there have 
been brutal reprisal kill-
ings by one ethnic group 
against another.

In a sign of how lit-
tle progress has been 
made in negotiations, 
both sides are still hag-
gling over terminology, 
unable to even agree 
on the name for the 
war-tortured nation. The 
Taliban are insisting on 
the Islamic Emirate of 
Afghanistan. Kabul wants 
the Islamic Republic of 
Afghanistan.

Meanwhile 
Akhunzada’s statement 
demanded an Islamic sys-
tem without explaining 
what that meant.

He promised to sup-
port education, but for 

girls he said the “Islamic 
Emirate will ... strive to 
create an appropriate 
environment for female 
education within the 
framework of sublime 
Islamic law.”

He didn’t say how 
that differed from the 
educational institutions 
that have been created 
over the last 20 years and 
whether women would be 
allowed the freedom to 
work outside their home 
and move freely without 
being accompanied by a 
male relative.

He said the Taliban 
have ordered their com-
manders to treat civilians 
with care and to protect 
institutions and infra-
structure. Yet, reports 
have emerged from areas 
coming under Taliban 
control that schools have 
been burned, women 
have been restricted to 
their homes and some 
government buildings 
have been blown up.

The Taliban have 
denied reports of such 
destruction, saying that 
the footage being shown 
is old and accused the 
government of being 
engaged in disinforma-
tion and propaganda.

Taliban say they want Afghan deal, even as they battle on
By KATHY GANNON 
Associated Press

NEW CONCORD, Ohio 
(AP) — John Glenn has 
been honored over the 
weekend with a three-day 
festival in Ohio marking 
what would have been the 
history-making astronaut 
and U.S. senator’s 100th 
birthday.

Glenn, who died 
in 2016, was the first 
American to orbit Earth, 
making him a national 
hero in 1962. Before that, 
he served as a military 
fighter pilot in World 
War II and the Korean 
War and set a transcon-
tinental air speed record. 
In 1998, he became the 
oldest person ever to go 
into space at 77. He spent 
24 years as a Democrat in 
the U.S. Senate.

The John Glenn 
Centennial Celebration 
Friday to Sunday was 
a collaboration between 
Cambridge, where Glenn 
was born on July 18, 1921, 
and nearby New Concord, 
where he grew up and 
met his late wife, Annie, 
who died last year at 100 
of complications from 
COVID-19.

Lyn Glenn, the late 
senator’s daughter, 
watched parade floats 
go by Saturday from the 
front porch of her father’s 
boyhood home, a place 
she felt at home, too.

“We moved around 
a lot as a family, and 
so they always brought 
us back here for holi-
days because this is the 

most consistent place 
in my life,” she told 
the Zanesville Times 
Recorder. “Coming back 
here is so familiar, and 
it’s so personal as well.”

The paper reports that 
one admirer after the 
other approached Lyn 
Glenn throughout the day 
to share their memories, 
and they included Glenn 
Schuck, a reporter from 
New York City named for 
her father a few years after 
his orbit of the planet.

Edward and Jill 
Schuck wrote to John 
Glenn letting him know 
they’d be naming their 
son after him, not expect-
ing a response. Instead, 
they got a letter from 
NASA with photos signed 
by Glenn for his name-
sake in New Jersey and a 
letter to the boy’s parents 
saying he was honored by 
their gesture. 

Those correspondences 
would continue through-
out Schuck’s childhood. 
In 1969, when Schuck was 
5, Neil Armstrong walked 
the moon. John Glenn 
made sure to have signed 
photos sent to Schuck to 
commemorate the historic 
occasion. 

“I would get stuff from 
him like all the time in 
the mail without even 
asking,” Schuck said.

The weekend’s festivi-
ties were also to include 
a presentation by ex-shut-
tle astronaut and fellow 
Ohioan Don Thomas.

Centennial of ex-astronaut, 
US Senator John Glenn 
marked over the weekend

WASHINGTON — 
Two more Texas law-
makers who left their 
state to hobble efforts to 
pass new voting restric-
tions have tested posi-
tive for the coronavirus, 
raising to five the num-
ber of infected people in 
the delegation.

State Rep. Trey 
Martinez Fischer of San 
Antonio said in a state-
ment Sunday that he 
had tested positive. “I 
am quarantining until I 
test negative, and I am 
grateful to be only expe-
riencing extremely mild 
symptoms,” he said.

A person familiar 
with the delegation said 
the number of infected 
members had risen to 
five. The person was not 
authorized to discuss 
the matter and request-
ed anonymity.

More than 50 Texas 
lawmakers traveled to 
Washington on Monday 
aboard a private charter 
flight. A caucus official 
has said all had been 
vaccinated. The Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention says “break-
through” infections 
— vaccinated people 
becoming infected — are 
rare.

After a photo showed 
them maskless on the 
plane, Republicans and 
others criticized the 
lawmakers for trav-
eling without masks. 
But federal pandemic 
guidelines don’t require 
masks to be worn on 
private aircraft.

Vice President 
Kamala Harris, who 
had met last week with 
members of the Texas 
delegation, went to the 
Walter Reed military 
hospital on Sunday 
for a routine doctor’s 
appointment, a White 
House official said. No 
other information was 
released, and the White 
House did not respond 
to questions about 
Harris’ visit.

After some of the 
lawmakers tested pos-
itive for the virus, 
Harris’ spokesperson 
said Saturday that 
Harris and her staff 
were not at risk of expo-
sure because they were 
not in close contact 
with those who tested 
positive and added that 
Harris and her staff 
were fully vaccinated.

The Democrats fled 
the state to deny the 
Republican-controlled 
Legislature the neces-
sary quorum to pass the 
voting laws. 

Number of infected 
Texas lawmakers who 
fled state rises to 5
By DOUGLASS K. DANIEL  
Associated Press

‘I am grateful to be only  
experiencing mild symptoms.’
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