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NW Montana

Two online open 
house sessions aimed 
at addressing increased 
traffic at the intersection 
of Montana highways 
200 and 83, known as 
Clearwater Junction, will 
be held Wednesday, June 
16, on Zoom.

More than 30 crash-
es were recorded there 
between 2003 and 2019.

The Montana 
Department of 
Transportation and engi-
neering partner Robert 
Peccia and Associates are 
now evaluating alterna-
tives to improve safety 
and traffic flow through 
the Clearwater Junction 
intersection. At this stage 
in the process, engineers 
are analyzing multiple 
improvement options to 
reconfigure the intersec-
tion.

The public is invited 
to learn more and pro-
vide feedback during the 
online sessions, hosted at 
noon and 5:30 p.m.

Both sessions will 
provide the same infor-
mation.

Attendees can expect a 
webinar-style event with 
a presentation followed 
by a question-and-answer 
session and opportunity 
to provide comments.

Registration is 
required to receive access 
to the events. To register, 
visit https://bit.ly/clear-
waterjunctionintersection.

Before a permanent 
solution is selected and 
constructed, the project 
team will study the feasi-
bility of all improvement 
options by assessing cost, 
funding sources, timing, 
and impacts to the area. 

The preliminary phase 
of the project is scheduled 
for completion this fall.

Those who cannot 
attend either event can 
still learn more about 
the project and provide 
comments by contacting 
Kristine Fife at Kristine@
bigskypublicrelations.
com or calling the proj-
ect hotline at 406-207-
4484, operating Monday 
through Friday from 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m.

Input sought 
for Clearwater 
Junction 
traffic options

As the red-hot real estate 
market continues here, Flathead 
Lake waterfront residential 
inventory is in “record-low 
territory,” according to Realtor 
David Fetveit, who publishes a 
monthly waterfront real estate 
report.

Prices and demand continue 
to surge, but inventory is lag-
ging. 

The Flathead Lake waterfront 
real estate market currently 
counts 37 listings, compared to 
94 this month last year. 

The number of land listings 
has dropped to 13 from 29.

The situation is so erratic it’s 
getting hard to track real estate 
sales, Fetveit explained in his 
June Real Estate Market Report 
last week.

Median prices, in particular, 
are hard to nail down, because 
higher-priced listings are com-
ing on and off the market so 
quickly.

The latest data show residen-
tial listings have normalized in 
the range of $2.5 million, and 
land listings are also back in an 
expected range of $1.5 million. 

“The combination of record 

sales over the past 18 months 
along with lack of motivation 
for sellers to give up their 
Montana real estate continues 
to put downward pressure on 
inventory,” said Fetveit. 

Condominium units on 
Flathead Lake are harder to 
find than they have been: there 
are only 14 units listed for June, 
priced at an average of $534,679. 
So far this year, 16 condo units 
have already been sold for an 
average of $616,511. 

Waterfront residential sales 
are at 26 for the year. The sale 
price was $1,675,200.

In May, Fetveit reported 

seven total waterfront proper-
ty sales. The biggest sale was 
recorded in Bigfork, at a water-
front property with 718 feet of 
lake frontage that sold for $10 
million.

The total volume of water-
front property sales in 2021, to 
date, is $43,555,200, according to 
Fetveit’s report.

A total of 149 total waterfront 
properties sold throughout 2020. 
The average sale price was 
$1,307,565 and the total volume 
of sales came to $194,827,150.

Fetveit expects the balance of 
transactions for 2021 will ulti-
mately end up lower than 2020.

Residential waterfront inventory in ‘record-low territory’
By BRET ANNE SERBIN
Daily Inter Lake

A man with a long crim-
inal record in Montana and 
Colorado recently was arrest-
ed after he allegedly choked 
his girlfriend.

Desmond Albert Plantenga, 
32, is facing a felony charge 
of strangulation of a partner 
or family member after a 
June 5 incident.

Plantenga was booked 
into the Flathead County 
Detention Center on June 
6 and released on his own 
recognizance June 9. He is 
scheduled to be arraigned at 
1:30 p.m. Thursday.

According to the charging 
document, a woman who 
said she was in a romantic 
relationship with Plantenga 
reported they argued while 
they drove around and he 
allegedly grabbed her by 
the throat and put her in a 
“choke hold.” She said she 
felt pain, her vision became 
blurry and she thought she 
was going to die before he let 
her go.

The victim said she got 
out of his vehicle, regained 
her breath and a friend 
picked her up and took 
her to the Kalispell Police 
Department.

Court records indicate 
Plantenga faced drug charges 
in the Flathead more than a 
decade ago. In 2006, when he 
was 17 years old, authorities 
alleged he possessed oxycon-
tin. The case was transferred 
to youth court. 

In 2007, Plantenga was 
accused of trying to sell 
marijuana. He received a 
three-year deferred sentence, 
but it was revoked after he 

continued to use marijuana 
and not pay his fines. He got 
a five-year deferred term and 
then attended the Montana 
Chemical Dependency Center 
in 2008.

But in 2009, Plantenga 
allegedly admitted to using 
marijuana and drinking 
alcohol, according to court 
documents. He also pleaded 
guilty to careless driving, 
driving without insurance 
and failing to notify officials 
of his involvement in a traf-
fic accident.

Those offenses sent 
Plantenga to the Treasure 
State Boot Camp and includ-
ed a five-year suspended 
sentence if he completed 
the camp, which he did in 
December 2009.

But in 2011, he admitted 
to his probation officer he 
drank heavily, which violated 
his probation terms. He also 
allegedly admitted to using 
marijuana and other traffic 
offenses.

It resulted in a sentence of 
50 months to a Department of 
Corrections facility in 2011. 
He was released in 2015.

Online jail records from 
Mesa County, Colorado, indi-
cated Plantenga was booked 
and released on a drug 
possession charge in April 
2019. An item in the Grand 
Junction Sentinel newspaper 
reported he was cited on sus-
picion of shoplifting in April 
2019.

Plantenga faces a five-year 
term in the Montana State 
Prison on the current charge.

Scott Shindledecker may be 
reached at 758-4441 or shindle-
decker@dailyinterlake.com.

Flathead man accused 
of choking girlfriend
By SCOTT SHINDLEDECKER
Daily Inter Lake

AUSTIN EDWARDS, of Kalispell, rides a Yamaha Waverunner around Flathead Lake in Lakeside. (Casey Kreider/Daily Inter Lake)

• Lori Curtis, science and education direc-
tor for the Whitefish Lake Institute, is retiring 
from the position June 30 after 10 years with the 
Institute. Carol Treadwell will step in to assume 
the finance and grant management aspects former-
ly overseen by Curtis.

Treadwell has 15 years of nonprofit manage-
ment experience and served as executive director 
for the Ausable River Association in New York 
and the Bob Marshall Wilderness Foundation. She 
holds a Ph.D. in earth and environmental scienc-
es and has held faculty positions at Middlebury 
College, Green Mountain College and the State 
University of New York where she taught geology, 
geomorphology and environmental science.

Throughout Curtis’ career at Whitefish Lake 
Institute, Curtis wore many hats, supporting the 
organization’s research efforts, report writing, 
conducting education programs, grant and finan-
cial management and developing WLI’s Living 
Wetlands Interpretive Nature Trail in the 28-plus 
acre Averill’s Viking Creek Wetland Preserve. 

• Andrea Boes of Bigfork was named to the 
president’s list for the 2021 spring semester. At 
the  University of Iowa. She is majoring in applied 
studies.

• Emma Kowalka of Kalispell qualified for 
the spring 2021 dean’s list at Drury University in 
Springfield, Missouri.

• Sara A. Clarin of Kalispell has been named 
to the dean’s list in the University of Notre 
Dame’s College of Engineering for outstanding 
scholarship during the spring 2021 semester. 
Clarin is a 2018 graduate of Flathead High School. 
She is also on the Women’s Varsity Rowing Team 
at Notre Dame and recently participated in the 
ACC Championship.

• Gwen Seeley of Polson, Class of 2024, has 
been named to the dean’s list for the spring 2021 
semester at the University of Vermont. Seeley is 
in the College of Education and Social Services.

• The following students have achieved pro-
vost’s honor roll status at Whitworth University 
in Spokane:

Bigfork — Meredith Bedford, Michael 
Bedford

Kalispell — Conner Heil, Micah Heil, 

Andrew Lorenc, Megan Rediger

• Ryder Tucker from Columbia Falls is one of 
several elementary school students from across 
the state who will take part in a unique academic 
and career oriented development experience, the 
National Youth Leadership Forum: Pathways to 
STEM, taking place in Denver. He was nominated 
to attend the forum by his fourth-grade teacher at 
Glacier Gateway Elementary. In addition to par-
ticipating in Cub Scouts and his school’s science 
fair, Ryder is interested in baseball, camping and 
gaming.

• Garth West of Kalispell graduated this spring 
from George Fox University in Newberg, Oregon, 
with a Doctor of Physical Therapy degree. 

• The following students earned dean’s list rec-
ognition at George Fox University for the spring 
2021 semester:

Kalispell — Alicia Bernhardt, senior, illustra-
tion

Whitefish — Jasmine Reese, senior, interior 
design

• Oliver Van Everen of Whitefish has been 
named to the dean’s list for achieving academic 
excellence during the spring 2021 semester at St. 
Lawrence University in Canton, New York. 

• The following students made the spring 2021 
dean’s list at the University of Idaho:

Bigfork — Kawika C. Isaman
Eureka — Jakeb A. Kindel 
Kalispell — Riley J. Kouns
Libby — Nicholas A. Peterson
Whitefish — Trevor C. Woodward

• Callie Hawkins, a marine science major 
from Whitefish, was named to the dean’s list 
for the spring 2021 semester at Coastal Carolina 
University.

• Anna Nicosia and Summit Wallace, both 
of Columbia Falls, qualified for the dean’s list in 
spring 2021 at Lehigh University in Bethlehem, 
Pennsylvania. 

• Rachel Jakovac of Bigfork was named to the 
University of Alabama president’s list for spring 
semester 2021.
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