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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  

 

Lori Curtis Retires from Whitefish Lake Institute after 10 years; Carol Treadwell takes over as 

Finance and Grants Manager  

WHITEFISH, MT, June 14, 2021 –  In 2011, when Lori Curtis was hired as Science and Education 

Director, the Whitefish Lake Institute (WLI) had already made great strides toward the protection of water 

quality in Whitefish Lake. Prior to joining WLI, Lori earned a Master of Science from Green Mountain 

College in 2010. Her graduate thesis The Flathead Watershed Sourcebook – A Guide to an Extraordinary 

Place engaged her in work with numerous conservation professionals, including WLI’s Executive Director, 

Mike Koopal. Koopal made significant contributions to the Sourcebook, and hired Curtis shortly thereafter. 

Throughout her decade-long career at WLI, Curtis wore many hats, supporting the organization’s research 

efforts, report writing, conducting education programs, grant and financial management, and developing 

WLI’s Living Wetlands Interpretive Nature Trail in the 28+ acre Averill’s Viking Creek Wetland Preserve. 

She was also instrumental in organizing WLI’s Whitefish Wine Auction and most recently the inaugural 

Montana Lakes Conference.  During her tenure, Curtis received the Outstanding Outdoor Writer Award 

from the Montana Chapter of the American Fisheries Society for her work on the Sourcebook.   

Lori will hang up her waders for the last time on June 30th and Carol Treadwell will step in to take over the 

Finance and Grant Management aspects formerly overseen by Curtis. Treadwell has fifteen years of non-

profit management experience including expertise in grant writing and management and financial planning, 

and has served as Executive Director for both the Ausable River Association in New York and the local 

Bob Marshall Wilderness Foundation. Carol holds a Ph.D. in Earth and Environmental Sciences and has 

held faculty positions at Middlebury College, Green Mountain College, and the State University of New 

York (SUNY) where she taught geology, geomorphology, and environmental science.   

While at the Ausable River Association, Treadwell started a citizen science water quality monitoring 

network, worked to bring watershed citizens together to agree upon best practices to preserve water quality, 

conducted watershed wide studies on fish passage, wetlands, and stream bank erosion. Throughout her 

career she has raised millions of dollars in support of conservation causes and issues. Treadwell is excited 

to continue building on the rock-solid grant acquisition and financial management foundation that Curtis 

built for WLI. 

About the Whitefish Lake Institute 

Founded in 2005, the Whitefish Lake Institute is a 501 (3)(c) non-profit organization committed to science, 

education, and aquatic resource initiatives to protect and improve Whitefish Lake and Whitefish area water 

resources today, while providing a collective vision for tomorrow. 
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