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Earth Day is April 22 
and Citizens for a Better 
Flathead is highlighting 
the following activities to 
celebrate.

• The film “The Story 
of Plastic,” a searing 
exposed revealing the 
truth behind plastic pol-
lution and the false solu-
tion of plastic recycling, 
is available to view at 
home. Watch anytime now 
at your convenience and 
then join a discussion at 
7 p.m. April 22 to learn 
more about recycling in 
the Flathead Valley. To 
watch, RSVP on Facebook 
or email jared@flathead-
citizens.org to get a link 
to the film and to the dis-
cussion.

• April 17, and every 
third Saturday of the 
month — Residential 
Hazardous Waste 
Collection events at the 
Flathead County landfill. 
Residents/households can 
drop-off free of additional 
charges typical hazardous 
waste items found in a 
home, including oil-based 
paint, solvents, strippers, 
pool and spa chemicals, 
pesticides/herbicides, 
fertilizers, cleaners and 
poisons. Bring in original, 
clearly marked closed con-
tainers only. Do not mix 
wastes.

• Oops! Tags: During 
the week of April 18 to 24 
the WasteNot Project will 
be pulling and tagging 
items that are incorrectly 
placed in one of the six 
county recycling drop-off 
sites and three Valley 
Recycling drop-off sites. 
These tagged items will 
be hung on the recycling 
bin with a tag explaining 
where the item can or 
cannot be recycled.

• Saturday, April 
24, 1:30 p.m. — Work 
at the compost gar-
den at Flathead Valley 
Community College. Tasks 
include scraping, painting, 
weeding and more. Snacks 
and water will be pro-
vided. Bring a refillable 
water bottle. The address 
is 216 Hutton Ranch Road. 
Enter through the FVCC 
gates off the roundabout 
and continue until you 
see the compost garden 
signs on your left. Email 
jared@flatheadcitizens.org 

if you plan to attend.
To ensure local recy-

cling firms are getting the 
best price for the materi-
als they collect, the rules 
for sorting corrugated 
cardboard, paperboard, 
brown paper bags, and 
paper egg cartons are 
changing. Under these 
changes at all county 
recycling sites, the only 
item that goes in with 
corrugated cardboard is 
simply corrugated card-
board. As always, waxed 
corrugated cardboard, 
pizza boxes and other 
food soiled corrugated 
cardboard, and items like 
juice and beverage boxes 
all go in the trash because 
there is no market for 
them. Now, all paperboard 
(single-layer cereal box 
type cardboard), brown 
paper bags, and paper egg 
cartons should be placed 
in the Mixed Paper recy-
cling bins. New signs are 
going up by April 18 at all 
the county recycling sites 
to alert the public to this 
change.

Cardboard is three lay-
ers of heavy paper, two 
flat with a wavy one in 
the middle.

All Styrofoam, plastic 
bags, or non paper pack-
ing-materials must be 
removed and put in the 
trash before recycling 
either corrugated card-
board or paperboard.

Three brochures have 
been updated to better 
inform the public of these 
options. Information is 
also available online www.
wastenotproject.org. They 
include:

• How to Recycle in the 
Flathead Valley. Learn 
about where to recycle 
the basics and beyond, 
including tires, motor oil, 
antifreeze, batteries, elec-
tronics, glass and more.

• Fix It First: Lists over 
100  local businesses that 
help repair items so they 
don’t have to be thrown 
away.

• Pharmaceutical Waste 
in the Flathead: Quick 
and Easy Disposal Option

For a calendar of more 
activities in April happen-
ing in the Flathead Valley 
for Earth Day, visit cli-
matesmartglaciercountry.
org

Citizens for a Better 
Flathead events will 
celebrate Earth Day

Cowboy Up 
benefits 
Samaritan House

The Samaritan House 
14th annual Cowboy Up 
fundraiser and online 
auction is taking place 
now through April 20. To 
access the auction go to 
samaritanhousemt.com

You can also visit 
the Fund-A-Night link 
to support the event 
with a cash donation. 
If you’d like to make a 
donation by check, make 
your check payable to 
“Samaritan House” and 
mail to Samaritan House 
Attn: Cowboy Up 2021, 124 
Ninth Ave. W., Kalispell, 
MT 59901.

Samaritan House is a 
homeless shelter and tran-
sitional living program in 

Kalispell. Its mission is to 
provide shelter and basic 
needs for homeless people, 
while fostering self-respect 
and human dignity.

Whitefish Clean 
the Fish is 
Saturday

The annual Clean the 
Fish Whitefish clean-up 
event takes place from 
8:30 to 10:30 a.m. Saturday, 
April 17. Volunteers will 
meet at Whitefish High 
School, 1143 Fourth St., 
where assignments and 
supplies will be given out, 
along with tickets for a 
drawing and box lunch. 
An adult grand prize is a 
gift card, and two moun-
tain bikes will be awarded 
as youth grand prizes.

By BRET ANNE SERBIN
Daily Inter Lake

ROAM Beyond likes 
to keep things small 
with its tiny camper 
rentals, but the growing 
business is building an 
ever-larger footprint in 
the Flathead Valley.

Last week, ROAM 
Beyond opened its third 
location in Northwest 
Montana, at Stillwater 
Landing on the east 
shore of Stillwater Lake.

“Montana offers 
incredible and breathtak-
ing experiences in one of 
our favorite places,” CEO 
and co-founder Corey 
Weathers said in a press 
release. “We’re thrilled 
to introduce travelers to 
Montana in a way that 
is respectful, aware, and 
allows us to become a 
responsible member of 
the community.”

The first two loca-
tions in Columbia Falls 
and Whitefish opened 
at the beginning of the 
year. Sites include fire 
pits, heated outdoor 
gathering spaces and 
the main attraction: tiny 
mobile camper units.

ROAM Beyond’s 
cabins utilize a one-
of-a-kind design that 
combines comfort and 
simplicity. Cabins sleep 
three to four people with 
features such as heated 
bedding, full bathrooms 

and induction stoves.
The “glamp”-grounds 

strike a balance between 
connecting with nature 
and taking advantage of 
the luxuries of modern 
lodging. 

“ROAM Beyond is 
reimagining what adven-
ture travel can be,” 
Weathers said. “We’ve 
created a comfortable 
and physically distant 
but socially connected 
remote-living experience 
for travelers looking for 
outdoor adventure with 
indoor comforts.”

Theirs is a model 
that’s proven to be pop-
ular enough to warrant 

an expansion just a 
few months after the 
company relocated from 
Washington state to the 
Flathead Valley.

With the addition of 
the Stillwater Landing 
site, ROAM Beyond will 
be able to accomodate 
weekend and extend-
ed-stay reservations 
with offerings like yoga, 
a cafe, and an outdoor 
amphitheater. 

ROAM Beyond is 
part of a new direction 
for Stillwater Landing, 
a storied locale where 
longtime owner Bill 
Montgomery spent 
almost half a century 

entertaining guests and 
welcoming float-plane 
pilots. According to 
the press release, “The 
Landing’s newest owners, 
Jordan Cohen and Xenia 
Guido, are committed to 
carrying on Bill’s legacy 
of community-driven 
entertainment and fami-
ly-friendly activities.”

Reservations for 
ROAM Beyond’s desti-
nations are available at 
www.roambeyond.trav-
el/book. 

Reporter Bret Anne 
Serbin may be reached at 
758-4459 or bserbin@daily-
interlake.com.

Tiny cabin company adds Stillwater Lake location

ROAM BEYOND cabins are seen here at the Columbia Falls site. (courtesy photo)

The Whitefish Lake Institute 
recently honored longtime 
Northwest Montana Lakes 
Network volunteers Lynn Maas, 
Ann Grant and Jim Grant with a 
Volunteer Service Award.

The three have been a part 
of the Friends of Lake Mary 
Ronan since its inception. 
The Grants began collecting 
water quality samples for the 
Northwest Montana Lakes 
Network 2010. Through the 
Friends of Lake Mary Ronan, 
the Grants and Maas also took 
the initiative to expand their 
sampling work and requested 
assistance from the Montana 
Department of Environmental 
Quality’s Volunteer Monitoring 

Lab Analysis Support Program. 
The group received funding for a 
short-term, intensified lake and 
stream sampling plan to identify 
nutrient sources and ultimate-
ly help reduce the likelihood 
of algae blooms. They collect 
monthly water samples from 
April through October to evalu-
ate water quality of Lake Mary 
Ronan and its inlet and outlet 
streams to estimate the relative 
contribution of pollution sources 
in the watershed.

This effort will lead to the pro-
duction of a Watershed Restoration 
Plan to improve overall water 
quality. Their dedication, team-
work, initiative and resourceful-
ness will help protect Lake Mary 

Ronan for years to come.
The Northwest Montana Lakes 

Network is a citizen science 
program funded by Montana 
Fish, Wildlife and Parks and 
managed by Whitefish Lake 
Institute. Through this program, 
the Institute trains “citizen 
scientists” to monitor 41 lakes 
in Flathead, Lincoln, Lake and 
Missoula counties. Volunteers 
contribute nearly 1,000 hours to 
the program annually.

Founded in 2005, the Whitefish 
Lake Institute is a nonprofit orga-
nization committed to science, 
education  and aquatic resource 
initiatives to protect and improve 
Whitefish Lake and Whitefish 
area water resources.

Volunteers honored for water sampling  

NORTHWEST MONTANA Lakes Network volunteers Lynn Maas, Ann Grant and Jim Grant monitor water quality 
on Lake Mary Ronan. The three were recently presented the Volunteer Service Award by the Whitefish Lake 
Institute.
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The Flathead County 
Planning Board has a packed 
agenda for its next meeting 
on Wednesday, including five 
requests for zoning changes, a 
proposal to build a boat dock 
on Lake Five and an applica-
tion for a six-lot subdivision in 
the Creston area.

Susan Dietz, through her 
G&M; Trust, is seeking a 
permit to install a floating 
dock, a boat lift, a stairway 

and a swim platform at her 
11.5-acre Whistlestop Retreat 
on the west shore of Lake 
Five. A staff report from the 
county Planning and Zoning 
Department indicates the 
T-shaped dock would extend 
about 43 feet from the shore.

The Whistlestop Retreat has 
been the subject of a lawsuit 
from a group called the Friends 
of Lake Five, which accused 
the county of illegally permit-
ting various structures at the 
rental cabin resort. The parties 
are in mediation to settle the 

suit, with the county commis-
sioners expected to approve 
new lakeshore protection regu-
lations on Tuesday.

Neighbors involved in the 
litigation submitted court 
documents and letters to the 
Planning Board objecting to 
Dietz’s new permit application.

MEANWHILE, ROBERT 
Mackenstadt is asking the 
board to approve a prelim-
inary plat for the Geffery 
Subdivision, which would cre-
ate six residential lots on about 

12 acres at 71 Creston Trail, a 
property east of Kalispell acces-
sible from Montana 35.

The Flathead Conservation 
District raised concerns about 
various kinds of pollution, 
including septic leachate, 
reaching the adjacent Blain 
Creek and eventually the 
Flathead River. The district 
also noted the subdivision 
would place homes in an area 
classified as prime farmland.

“These farmlands are not 
plentiful and account for 
approximately only 1% of total 

acreage in the county and are 
concentrated in the Creston 
area,” resource conservation-
ist Hailey Graf wrote in a 
letter to the Planning Board. 
“According to census data, 
farmable acreage and food 
production are decreasing in 
Flathead County. If developed, 
it could result in a permanent 
loss of important agricultur-
al land and may have future 
impacts on the county’s food 

Board to consider Lake Five boat dock, Creston subdivision
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