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Montana Republicans have 
introduced bills in both cham-
bers of Congress in a longshot 
effort to override President 
Joe Biden and reauthorize con-
struction of the long-disputed 
Keystone XL oil pipeline.

Biden canceled the project in 
one of many executive orders on 
his first day in office, angering 
Republican lawmakers who have 
derided his efforts to mitigate 
climate change as an attack 
on the U.S. energy sector. The 
pipeline’s construction would 
have supported more than 10,000 
jobs in 2021, but a much smaller 
number of workers would be 
needed to operate it in the long 
term. Biden, meanwhile, has 
touted his clean-energy initia-
tives as opportunities for job 
creation and warned that cli-
mate change presents “an exis-
tential crisis.”

U.S. Sen. Steve Daines and 
U.S. Rep. Matt Rosendale said 
Tuesday they had introduced leg-
islation to reauthorize the pipe-
line, which would run through 
Montana and five other states, 
transporting crude oil from the 
tar sands of Alberta, Canada, to 
ports and refineries along the 
Gulf Coast. The two-page bill 
would allow TC Energy Corp. to 
“construct, connect, operate and 
maintain” pipeline facilities at 
the international border without 
a presidential permit.

“We must reverse Biden’s 
disastrous decision and send 
a clear message that support-
ing American workers is more 

Montana 
lawmakers 
push for 
reauthorizing 
Keystone XL
By CHAD SOKOL
Daily Inter Lake
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Make-A-Wish 
gifts camper 
to critically ill 
C-Falls girl and 
her family.
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A new study from the 
Flathead Lake Biological 
Station and Whitefish 
Lake Institute has revealed 
Whitefish and Flathead 
lakes upward of $3 billion in 
property value and $25 mil-

lion in annual property tax 
revenues for state and local 
governments.

One major goal of the 
study released last week was 
to estimate the benefits the 
two lakes impart to home 
values in the form of price 
premiums for lakefront 
properties and other nearby 

real estate. The premium, 
according to the report, can 
be roughly interpreted as 
“the aesthetic benefit land-
owners derive from living 
on or near lakes with excep-
tional water quality.”

Researchers used a specif-
ic pricing model to estimate 
how much more an indi-

vidual is willing to pay for 
homes with lake-associated 
amenities. To achieve this, 
the team reviewed more 
than 7,000 “arm’s-length” 
real estate transactions that 
transpired between 2004 and 
2018 within 2 kilometers — 

Study: NW Montana lakes 
generate $3B in property value
By KIANNA GARDNER
Daily Inter Lake

THE SUN sets over Flathead Lake, which is the largest, fresh body of water west of the Mississippi River. (Provided by 
University of Montana)
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The much-anticipated 
Old Navy store opens 
today in Kalispell.

The San Francisco-
based clothing retailer 
has been working on a 
new store location in the 
North Kalispell commer-
cial corridor for about a 
year. 

The store is located 
next door to Hobby Lobby 
in the Spring Prairie 
development on the west 
side of U.S. 93. 

An Old Navy spokes-
person initially told the 
Daily Inter Lake the 
store was expected to 
open during the fourth 
financial quarter of 2020. 
Shoppers throughout the 

Flathead Valley have 
been eagerly awaiting 
the store’s opening since 
the retailer first submit-

ted permits for the new 
location to the Kalispell 
Planning Department in 
early 2020. 

Old Navy, which is 
known for its affordable 
essentials such as jeans 
and flip-flops, is owned 
by Gap Inc. There are 
currently three other Old 
Navy locations through-
out Montana, in Missoula, 
Great Falls and Billings.

Old Navy’s spokesper-
son initially estimated 
the new store would 
create approximately 50 
jobs in Kalispell, but that 
number has not been con-
firmed since last year.

The Kalispell Old Navy 
is open 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
Monday through Saturday 
and 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. on 
Sunday.

Bret Anne Serbin may 
be reached at 758-4459 or 
bserbin@dailyinterlake.com.

Old Navy opens today in North Kalispell
By BRET ANNE SERBIN
Daily Inter Lake

THE NEW Old Navy store on U.S. 93 in North Kalispell 
opens Wednesday. It’s located next to Hobby Lobby. 
(Casey Kreider/Daily Inter Lake)

HELENA (AP) — 
Montana lawmakers on 
Tuesday considered a 
measure that would pro-
hibit local law enforce-
ment agencies from 
enforcing federal bans 
on firearms and ammu-
nition.

Supporters of the bill 
told the House Judiciary 
Committee that it would 
protect the Second 

Amendment from stiffer 
gun control laws that 
could be imposed by the 
Democrat-dominated 
U.S. Congress and 
the administration of 
President Joe Biden.

Bill sponsor Rep. 
Jedediah Hinkle, 
R-Belgrade, said “the 
time has come now to 
fortify Montana’s gun 
owners against a very 
likely attack on our 

Lawmakers hear 
bill to block federal 
firearms bans
By IRIS SAMUELS 
Associated Press
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Focused on You.

Know someone ordinary doing extraordinary things?
Our Unsung Heroes need your recognition!
Show your support by nominating them for 

Freedom Bank’s Hometown Hero Award.
To nominate go to: freedombankhometownhero.com

Nomination starts Monday, January 25th and ends February 15th.
Vote starting February 16th through February 28th.
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or about 1.2 miles — from 
the lakes. 

Information on each 
home, such as the size of 
the lot, number of bed-
rooms, proximity to the 
lake and shoreline length, 
were used to estimate 
the relationship between 
those characteristics and 
the sale price of a home.

Various screening mea-
sures were then applied 
to the dataset to ensure 
it reflected a homogenous 
market. For example, the 
top and bottom 1% of 
sale prices were excluded 
from the set in order to 
avoid the inclusion of 
transactions that were 
unusually low or high 
and all price estimates 
were inflated to reflect 
2018 dollars. 

Upon analyzing the 
data, the team discovered 
lakefront property sales 
surrounding Flathead 
Lake exhibited a $0.5 
million average premi-
um compared to similar 
property sales located 2 

kilometers away from 
the lake between 2004 
and 2018, while Whitefish 
Lake showed a $1.3 mil-
lion average premium. 
And the sum across all 
properties within that 
respective distance on 
both lakes yielded aggre-
gate premiums upward of 
about $3 billion. 

In addition, the effect 
Flathead Lake had on sur-
rounding lakefront par-
cels during that stretch of 
time equaled $12 million 
to $17 million in proper-
ty tax revenues, while 
Whitefish Lake generated 
$5 million to $8 million. 
The report noted those 
findings are important 
because in Montana, over 
94% of local government 
and school district tax 
collections are derived 
from property taxes. 

“We sought to eco-
nomically quantify the 
aesthetic benefits land-
owners derive from living 
on or near lakes with 
exceptional water quali-
ty,” said Nanette Nelson, 
a research economist 
with the University of 
Montana-owned Flathead 
Lake Bio Station and lead 

author of the study. “Our 
results suggest that high-
ly desirable lakes like 
Flathead and Whitefish 
Lakes enhance surround-
ing property values, 
thereby contributing sig-
nificantly to the local tax 
base and economy of both 
lake-based communities.”

THE STUDY, 
“Estimating the Real 
Estate Price Premium of 
Two Northwest Montana 
Lakes,” also analyzed the 
economic value of shore-
line, water access and 
other statistically signifi-
cant variables.

As researchers antici-
pated, an actual lakefront 
home on either lake sold 
for considerably more 
than those situated far-
ther away from the water. 
The percent increase 
in price for a home on 
Whitefish Lake was 
found to be larger than a 
home on Flathead Lake, 
which is due in-part to 
Whitefish being con-
siderably smaller than 
Flathead. 

WATER ACCESS for 
non-lakefront homes also 

imparted price premi-
ums of 30% and 33% for 
homes with deeded access 
to Flathead and Whitefish 
Lakes, compared to 
homes without access to 
water. 

Those premiums, the 
report states, were like-
ly the result of limited 
public access on both 
lakes. Flathead lake is 
the largest, freshwater, 
natural lake west of the 
Mississippi River and 
boasts 185 miles of shore-
line, but public access to 
the lake is limited to six 
state parks, one tribal 
campground, three city 
parks and six fishing 
access sites.

Whitefish Lake has 
only two state parks, a 
city park and two small 
county sites. 

“These study results 
provide us with an eco-
nomic argument in com-
municating the impor-
tance of maintaining 
water quality and our 
work,” said Lori Curtis, 
science education director 
for the Whitefish Lake 
Institute, which focuses 
on science, education and 
community stewardship 

to protect and improve 
Whitefish Lake and near-
by water resources. 

Overall, stakeholders 
hope the 19-page study 
underscores the need to 
protect the water bod-
ies from environmental 
issues that tend to arise 
from burgeoning human 
populations as well. 

The U.S. Census 
Bureau shows Flathead 
County grew by more 
than 14% over the past 
decade, and land use and 
planning and develop-
ment decisions associated 
with that growth tend 
to be locally driven, the 
study notes. 

“Water quality con-
ditions in Flathead and 
Whitefish Lakes are excel-
lent in relation to other 
similarly sized lakes at 
this latitude,” it states. 
“Population growth in the 

watershed as well as our 
use and enjoyment of the 
outdoors, however, can 
degrade these freshwater 
resources. If local deci-
sion makers are to enact 
policies that protect water 
quality, an understanding 
of how local residents’ 
value maintaining water-
shed services and water 
quality is needed. The 
analysis of real estate 
transactions is one way to 
estimate the value people 
place on local environ-
mental quality.”

The report can be 
found under the ‘Reports 
and Publications’ tab 
on the Whitefish Lake 
Institute’s website, white-
fishlake.org

Kianna Gardner can be 
reached at 748-4407 or 
kgardner@dailyinterlake.com

STUDY
from A1

constitutionally protected 
freedoms.”

The bill would ban 
state employees from 
enforcing or implement-
ing federal bans on 
firearms, magazines or 
ammunition, except in 
certain cases, including 
those related to fully 
automatic firearms, vio-
lent felons, and domestic 
violence.

The Republican-
controlled Legislature 
has attempted to pass 
the measure into law for 
almost a decade. Similar 
bills were vetoed by for-
mer Democratic Gov. 
Steve Bullock in 2013, 
2015 and 2017. Republican 
lawmakers hope the 
measure will find a 
more favorable fate on 
the desk of Gov. Greg 
Gianforte, the state’s first 
Republican governor in 
16 years.

In vetoing the bills, 
Bullock wrote that they 
would “put law enforce-
ment officers in the posi-

tion of violating laws they 
are sworn to uphold.”

Hinkle and other 
supporters alluded to 
possible gun restrictions 
that could be reconsid-
ered after the election 
of President Joe Biden 
— including a ban on 
AR-style rifles, univer-
sal background checks, 
restrictions on high-ca-
pacity magazines and 
a federal red flag law 
designed to prevent peo-
ple at risk of harming 
themselves or others from 
purchasing a firearm. But 
some have said such mea-
sures face an uphill battle 
amid polarization of the 
issue. 

Opponents of the 
Montana bill said it 
would make it difficult 
for local law enforcement 
to collaborate with feder-
al authorities on issues 
beyond gun access when 
such collaboration is 
essential to protect public 
safety, including domestic 
violence and drug offens-
es.

“Federal ban is defined 
in this bill so broadly 
that very little wouldn’t 
fall under its prohibi-

tions for enforcement,” 
said Kelly Lynch, depu-
ty director and general 
counsel of the Montana 
League of Cities and 
Towns.

Lynch also pointed to 
an apparent contradiction 
in Republican lawmakers’ 
priorities, after the House 
Judiciary Committee last 
week advanced a bill to 
prohibit the establish-
ment of sanctuary cities 
in Montana by requiring 
local law enforcement to 
enforce federal immigra-
tion laws.

That bill was endorsed 
last week by Gianforte. 
Montana does not have 
any designated sanctuary 
cities.

“These decisions 
should be left to local 
law enforcement, elected 
officials, and employees, 
based on local circum-
stances,” Lynch said.

Supporters of the 
gun rights bill said it 
would protect the Second 
Amendment from attacks 
at the federal level.

It “is important to 
ensure that our law 
enforcement aren’t being 
pressured in any way 

to violate our Second 
Amendment rights, and to 
not violate their oath of 
office to uphold the con-
stitution,” Hinkle said. 

The House Judiciary 
Committee is expected to 
vote later this week on 
whether to advance the 
bill so it can be debated 
by the full House.

The Montana Senate 
was expected to hold a 
preliminary vote Tuesday 
afternoon on another bill 
to expand the list of plac-
es where people can carry 
concealed firearms — 
including university cam-
puses, banks, the Capitol 
and other state and local 
government buildings. 
The bill would also allow 
concealed firearms to be 
carried without a permit 
in most places across the 
state.

The measure is anoth-
er effort by Republican 
legislators to revive 
gun-related bills previous-
ly vetoed by Democratic 
governors with the hope 
that the new Republican 
governor will sign them 
into law.

FIREARMS
from A1
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important than support-
ing Saudi Arabia and 
allowing radical envi-
ronmentalists to cash in 
on campaign promises,” 
Daines said in a state-
ment.

U.S. Sen. Jon Tester, 
the lone Democrat in 
Montana’s congressional 
delegation and a long-
time supporter of the 
Keystone XL, meanwhile 
signed a letter Tuesday 
urging Biden to reconsid-
er his decision.

“This project has 
the potential to support 
thousands of good-paying 
jobs, increase tax reve-
nue into local communi-
ties, and support a safer, 
more efficient alternative 
to transporting fossil fuel 

by truck or railroad,” 
Tester wrote. “The com-
pletion of the Keystone 
XL pipeline would be a 
powerful economic driver 
for Montana. I continue 
to support this project 
as long it is built to the 
highest safety standards, 
uses American steel, 
respects private proper-
ty rights and includes 
robust consultation with 
tribes.”

Tester acknowledged 
that Native communities 
and environmentalists 
have raised concerns 
about the route of the 
pipeline and the potential 
for leaks and spills that 
could hurt water quality.

“With a straightfor-
ward conversation and 
commonsense safeguards, 
I believe we can make 
adjustments to the pro-
posed project that will 
provide even stronger 

protections for people 
and clean water, while 
still supporting jobs and 
economic development 
along the pipeline route,” 
Tester wrote.

Tester voted for a pre-
vious bill to authorize 
the pipeline in 2015 and 
later that year joined 
61 other senators in an 
unsuccessful vote to over-
ride a veto by then-Pres-
ident Barack Obama. On 
Tuesday, Tester’s office 
said he, Daines and 
Rosendale all share “the 
same goal,” but legisla-
tion may not be a simple 
way around Biden’s exec-
utive order.

“Our team is looking 
closely at every option 
available to get this 
pipeline built, and Jon 
is glad to have the rest 
of Montana’s delegation 
pushing alongside him 
toward that goal,” a 

Tester spokesman said 
in an email. “The reality 
is, whatever the status of 
the presidential permit, 
there are still outstand-
ing court cases surround-
ing other aspects of the 
project. That’s why Jon 
is focusing not just on 
the presidential permit, 
which the Daines bill 
covers, but is trying to 
bring everyone to the 
table at once, so we can 
get these issues resolved 
once and for all and get 
folks to work building 
this pipeline as soon as 
possible.”

It’s unclear whether 
the Daines and Rosendale 
bills can gain any trac-
tion in the Democrat-
controlled House or 
the evenly split Senate, 
which has Vice President 
Kamala Harris as a 
potential tie-breaking 
vote.

Daines and 25 other 
Republican senators 
signed a letter last week 
demanding to meet with 
Biden about his climate 
and energy actions. On 
Friday, White House 
Press Secretary Jen 
Psaki said Biden had no 
plan to grant the meet-
ing, noting concerns 
about COVID-19, but he 
would remain “engaged 
on an individual basis” 
with lawmakers of both 
parties.

In an interview with 
the Daily Inter Lake 
last week, Tester said 
he doesn’t understand 
the “mystique” of the 
Keystone XL, noting 
thousands of miles of 
other pipelines already 
traverse the country. 
Pipelines are a safer 
way to transport oil than 
trucks and railways, and 
in the meantime the U.S. 

should work to fight cli-
mate change by investing 
in research and develop-
ment of cost-competitive 
renewable energy sourc-
es, he argued.

“Some people think 
that if you just deprive 
people from carbon-based 
fuels, that things are 
going to get better. I 
don’t see that,” Tester 
said. “I’m a farmer. I 
put diesel fuel in my 
tractor. I don’t have any 
other options. Until we 
get those options, that’s 
where we’re at. So we 
need to put some money 
into R&D; to make sure 
we get some alternative 
sources that are more cli-
mate-friendly.”

Reporter Chad Sokol can 
be reached at 758-4434 or 
csokol@dailyinterlake.com
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PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Senators  
Blasdel, Hertz,  
Keenan and Brown:

Please stand up  
for public hunters!
A bill is moving in Helena that would hand 
the majority of licenses for public hunters to 
outfitters, pricing do-it-yourself hunters out of 
sporting opportunities.
SB 143 would make nearly two-thirds of nonresident  
big game tags outfitter sponsored. This will lead to more 
leasing of private lands and shut out resident and non-
resident public hunters alike. Call at 406-444-4800 and  
ask them to vote NO on SB 143.
Western Montana hunters are paying attention to this bill. 
Senators, stand up for public wildlife, public access, and the 
hunters of Montana and vote NO on SB 143.

Paid for by Montana Wildlife Federation, PO Box 1175, Helena, MT 59624

LAST CALL FOR NOMINATIONS
SUBMIT BY FEBRUARY 5

Email JSEC Coordinator Amy Deitrick at
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