Quarterly Newsletter of the Whitefih Lake Institute

WLI Welcomes New Board Members 5th Annual Whitefish Wine Auction
The Whitefish Lake Institute is excited to wel- Spring is in the airew

come two new board membersi Hank Ricklefs and
Pam Barberis.

Hank Ricklefs is a retired Vice President for Plum
Creek (Northern Region). He received his BA from
Dartmouth College in 1971 and MBA from Amos
Tuck School at Dartmouth in 1972. He has a 35
year work history in the wood products and forestry
industry. Hank has experience in the management

of large-scale busi-
&f Whitefig Lake

ness operations:
=7 INSTITLE

financial and budg-
etary expertise;
experience with
the Whitefish Trails
system and its im-
pacts on local rec-
reational opportu-
nities and ecosys-
tems; familiarity
with collaborative
efforts between
business and non-
profit entities.
Hank has lived in Whitefish since 1996 and
served on several boards. He was a member of the
North Valley Hospital Board from 2002-2013, Chair
for final two years; instigator of FVCC Business &
Industry Council in 1999; member of Whitefish Leg-
acy Partners Board since 2011; board member of
Houston Point Homeowners Association for 12
years. Hank has been married to Susan for 35
years. They have two grown (continued on page 2)

Hank'I‘Rv’ickiefs

putting together a wonderful program for our 5™ An-
nual Whitefish Wine Auction. We are procuring
some of the most exciting wines, interesting Live
and Silent Auction items, and a terrific selection of
Raffle goods and services. This two day event
brings together great wines, excellent food, beauti-
ful art, and intriguing adventuresd all in support of
keeping Whitefish Lake blue!

Join us Thursday afternoon, July 31° from 4:00
to 7:00 pm on the shores of Whitefish Lake for a
delectable wine tasting experience brought to us by
our Montana Wine Distributors Fun Beverage, Inc;
Georgebs Distributing,;
as well as visiting wineries. (continued on page 3)
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Whitefish Lake Institute
635 Denver Street
Whitefish, MT 59937

Voice: 406.862.4327
Fax: 406.862.0686

info@whitefishlake.org

www.whitefishlake.org

Founded in 2005

The Whitefish Lake Institute is committe
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(New Board Members continued frompagel) €é chi |l dr en

grandchildren, all residing in Montana. His hobbies include skiing,
golf, fly fishing and travel.
Hank believes the foremost issue facing WLI is addressing the

Lakebs surrounding property for

ments; securing adequate funding and budgeting to provide con-
tinual, solid science in the management of lake issues while
avoiding political entanglements; integrating WLI activities with
QPiher ecosystem enhancements or public improvements sur-

science, education, and community stewand@ﬁﬁﬁ‘ﬂing the greater lake area.

protect and improve Whitefish Lake and W
area water resources today, while provig
collective vision for tomorrow.

Board of Directors

Andy Feury, President

Karen Reeves, Vice President
John Collins, Secretary/Treasurer
Pam Barberis, City Council Representative
Susan Fletcher

Greg Gunderson

Ed Leiser

John Muhlfeld

Sharon Morrison

Hank Ricklefs

Jordan White

Science Advisory Committee
Karin Hilding

Tony Nelson

Eric Sawtelle

Dick Solberg

Brian Sugden

John Wachsmuth

Citizens Advisory Committee
Katie Callahan

Cindy LaChance

Nicole James

Sue Moll

Linda Sawtelle

Nancy Svennungsen

Dan Vogel

Staff

Mike Koopal ~ Founder, Executive Director

Lori Curtis Science & Education Director

Josh Gubits Environmental Scientist

Jen Croskrey Finance & Administrative
Manager

Chris Ruffatto  Associate Environmental
Scientist

LakeFront is published quarterly by the
Whitefish Lake Institute

Cover Photo:
Paddleboarders on Whitefish Lake.
Courtesy: Paddlefish Sports

hiteRetin Barberis is the new Whitefish City Council representative
ing the WLI board of directors. Pam grew up in Vermont and
Maine and received a BA from Skidmore College in 1990. After
graduation she developed a love of the West while working sea-
sonal jobs in Alaska and traveling the world. She met her hus-
band Joe in Denali National Park, Alaska and they moved to
Montana together in 1991. They first lived in Missoula, then Kila
and finally building a home near City Beach in Whitefish in

2004. They have one son, Evan, who is now 10 years old.

Pam has an interest in local
food systems for increased
health, food safety, and food se-
curity, and enjoyed five years
working in the kitchen at the
downtown Whitefish Montana
Coffee Traders, where the use of
local foods was encour-
aged. She has been involved
with the Whitefish Community j
Garden and FarmHands and en- Pam Barbaris
joys working in her own garden.

Pam was sworn in to Whitefish City Council in January of
2014 and requested to serve o
lieves that the health of Whitefish Lake is essential for the health
our Community. She enjoys swimming, canoeing and boating on
the lake with family and friends.

Pam thinks that the biggest issues facing WLI over the next
five years will be to secure
sion, increase public awareness, and possibly redefining the goal
to protect all local waters, not just Whitefish Lake.

The board of directors and staff of the Whitefish Lake Institute
extend a sincere thanks to outgoing board members Charlie
Abell, Dan Weinberg, and City of Whitefish board liaison Frank
Sweeney for their tremendous support. Having served three full
terms, Charlie and Dan have been with WLI since its 2005 incep-
tion. They helped guide the organization through its initiation and
early devel opment years (read
volved long enough to see WLI grow into a reputable organiza-
tion. In addition to his legal and business acumen, Frank brought
his expertise as a city councilor and knowledge of current city is-
sues to WLI.
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(5th Annual Whitefish Wine Auction continued frompage 1) é Lo c a | mu sHresheOif they\fine wilp
weave their delightful tunes through the evening air while guests enjoy wine, appetizers, and a chance to
learn something new about wine growing, winemaking, and wine tasting with Wine Guy Dan Vogel. And,

youodll take home a courtesy commemorative tasting
Friday evening, August 1®pr omi ses to be a night to remember.
the generous, entertaining, and hilarious Missoul
four-course, wine-paired, family-style dinner is just part of the terrific evening we have in store for you.
Youoll have opportunities to bid on an amazing as
seeing old friends and meeting new ones. Wines wi
est vineyards, courtesy of Bill Foley and WLIs friend and past board president, Greg Lane.

Get out your blue shirts and dresses to help us celebrate the Keep itBluet heme! Joi n us
or better yetéboth nights! Tickets are available

tute office, and the concierge at The Lodge at Whitefi

sh Lake. Call 406.862.4327 for more information.

Gone Fishino

The Whitefish Lake Institute is excited to be host-
ing the Whitefish Chamber of Commerce GONE
FI SHI NOLivimg Wetlands Interpretive Nature
Trail from 5:00 to 7:00 PM on Thursday, July 17™.
The Whitefish Chamber G(
vide great opportunities for community members to
gather after hours to socialize, discuss business,
share ideas, and get to know new members of the
community.

Join us at the trailhead for appetizers provided by
Simple Chef Catering, and take a springtime walk
along the Living Wetlands Interpretive Nature Trail
in the Averill s Viking
owned and managed by WLI. The trailhead is lo-
cated on Viking Creek Drive, on the east side of
Wisconsin Avenue just south of The Lodge at
Whitefish Lake. We look forward to seeing some

Wetland Updates
Bird Guide... We are excited to announce the avail-
ability of our Bird Guide for the Living Wetlands In-
terpretive Nature Trail. Our friends at the Flathead
Audubon visited the wetland last year to help iden-
Dty Bbird& Hy Sidht, 9¥riy, oesouna The guple i -
cludes photos of the first 36 birds identified, along
with a list of other species likely to be found in the
wetland. Each guide has a wetland birding checklist
to keep track of birds noticed by visitors. Guides are
available at the trailheads.
Get Outside and Help Maintain the Trail... If you
love the outdoors and like to contribute to commu-

10:00 AM to 4:00 PM on Saturday, June 7™ for our
Wetlands Work Day . We 6 | | be tri
weeding, and cleaning up debris along The Living

Wetlands Interpretive Nature Trail. Lunch provided.

new faces at the trailhead this July.

Info/RSVP 406.862.4327 or inffo@whitefishlake.org.

Welcome 2014 Summer Intern

| am currently a junior enrolled at Montana State U

For the past three years | have been studying biology, chemistry, and phys-
ics on my way to acquiring two degrees; one in Biology and the other in

Secondary Teaching Education Broadfield Science.

While attending Montana State University | have been involved in the
Residence Life Program, working as a resident advisor on campus. My job
included planning educational events, acting as a peer counselor, and being *
an ambassador between the Residence Life Program and the students. This :
valuable experience allowed me to create an academically driven environ- |
ment for the residents in my hall to help them succeed as students.

In addition to interning with the Whitefish Lake Institute in the summer of
2014, 1 will be continuing to work at my favorite local eatery; Haskill Station.
When | am not busy with work | will most likely be running on one of the

many beautiful trails in the Flathead Valley or visiting

ones around the state. | am very excited for the upcoming summer!

niversity, Bozeman.

Y

with friends and loved

Dietrich Perchy
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In Memoriam i Margaret Murdock

The following in-memoriam begins with excerpts from an article by Mike Koopal reprinted from the Fall
2006 issue of LakeFront-

On a rainy afternoon in November, | sat down for tea and cookies with Margaret Murdock and her
daughter Sharlot Battin. | wanted to find out what inspired them to place just under 200 acres of their land,
roughly situated between Wisconsin and Texas Avenues, into a conservation easement.

Conservation easements are restrictions landowners voluntarily place on their property that legally bind
the actions of present and future owners. In other words, the easement reflects the value of the develop-

ment rights the | andowner is giving up, for which
force behind Margaret and Sharl otds deci sion.
As Margaret put it, AWe dondt see this |land as a
As | found out, the two women have come from a matriarchal lineage of hard working, visionary women.
Margaret s mother, Bertha Reich, homesteaded in w

shielded her and her brother from the cold, windy eastern Montana winters near Winifred. (Margaret and
Sharlot also placed that 200 acre property into an easement).

After marrying, Bertha and her husband, Hugo, bought the Whitefish property from George and Minnie
Baker in 1930. Margaret |ikes the idea that , ASta
property. o The men did, however, work the | and. H
(something the Baker brothers had started in order to feed the horses for their logging operations).

During hikes in the easement throughout the years, they have seen mountain lions, grizzlies, black

bears, moose, deer, turkeys, owls, eagles, hawks,
Sparrow and Small Yellow Ladies Slipper. Would they place the property into a conservation easement if
they had to do it all over again? AO0Oh yeah. o

In 2009, after many unfavorable development proposals for
the area, and after two years of negotiations- WLI, the Friends §
of Wisconsin Avenue Wetlands and the Averill Family brokered
a solution for the 40 acres to the south and west of Margaret
and Sharlotds property. As pa®
acres were donated to WLI by the Averill Family for water qual- "
ity, wildlife benefit, and development of a public |nterpret|ve na-
ture trail. Together wi Mar
is now a large contiguous area for wildlife movement and water
quality buffering.

In 2010, WLI recognized the amazing community steward-
ship of Margaret and Sharlot by presenting them with the Life- '
I e ucrising, an con. "Ll Xt Dt e Koopa it ar-

: ' : S ' o garet Murdock and her daughter Sharlot Bat-
struction, Mike Koopal and Lori Curtis of WLI had the privilege i, quring a 2013 stroll through the wetlands.
of guiding Margaret and Sharlot on the newly opened Living
Wetlands Interpretive Nature Trail. Margaret was impressed with the trail and excited about the educa-
tional opportunities. After all, Margaret retired in 1985 after 36 years of teaching in Columbia Falls.

Building upon Margaretés notion of AWe donét see
be respected, 6 WLI has | ead many educational tour
preciation of this special place. Included are Road Scholars, all of the Whitefish 2nd graders, and other
small groups. Later in May, all of the Whitefish 5th graders will cycle through educational stations along
the trail. Margaret also gave us permission to access her land to conduct water quality testing with the
Whitefish High School Project FREEFLOW students.

Mar gar et was clear in her final days that she di
her life sometime in June. She was laid to rest on a bed of pine and cedar boughs in a simple wooden cof-
fin constructed of birch trees from her property.
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Fidelity National Timber Resources

Apache Ecological Service Inc
Armstrong, Jim &Alion
Atkinson, Richard & Carol
Blake, Rick & Alicia

Babiak, Timothy & Linda
Boyce, Dick & Sandra
Cowett, Mark & Connie
Fletcher, Susan

Friends of Blanchard Lake

Auverill, Dan & Laurie

Bell, Paul & Colleen

Blake, Cameron & Gray, Alexander
Burke, Karen & Feldman, Donald
Erlam, Gerry

Abell, Charlie & Susan
Abell, Koel & Lazette

Abell, Tarn & Marybeth
Abell, Terry

Anonymous

Aronsson, Peter & Cheri
Averill, Brian

Bay Point Country Homes
Bennett, Robert & Caryl
Brown, Bob

Campbell, Luther & Dorothy
Chadwick, Doug & Reeves, Karen
Christian, Steve & Doreen
Colbert, Neil & Corrie

Applied Communications

Baker, Richard & Shirley

Birch Hill Homes

Blood, Lex

Bruzek, Bill & Judith

Casey, Susannah & Daniel

Cavin, Ben & Doreen

Cleveland, Gail & Tannehill, Bruce
Corette, Kim

Croskrey, Jen & Jerry

Balancing Axe
Christensen, Cora
eBiz Services
Forestoration, Inc.

Applied Materials
Cadeau Foundation
Cinnabar Foundation

City of Whitefish
Flathead Basin Commission

Whitefish Lake Institute Supporters
Fellow ($5,000 and above)
Lane, Greg
Guarantor ($1,000 and above)
LaChance Builders, Inc.
Gwiazdon, Michael Quinn, Tom & Teresa
Hoag, Jim & Anna Raudabaugh, Joseph & Beverly
Isackson, Rob & Shellan/Village PropertiRver Design Group
Visionary ($500 and above)
Lion Mountain, Inc.

Mike, Goguen

Collins, John & Anne

Grenier, Charles & Teresa
Gustafson, Mike Montalban, Cora Belle
Jones, Bill & Ann Solberg, Dick & Jane
Lindbergh Lake Homeowner's Associati®@oroptimists of Whitefish
Lion Mountain Homeowners
Benefactor ($250 and above)

Hulick, Carl

Jenson, Mike & Barb

First Interstate Bank

Hardy, Jr., Les & Kay
Haverstock, Brent & Karen
Hildner, Richard & Suzanne
Hoefle Family Partnership

Morrison & Frampton

Nelson, Denny
Leader ($100 and above)
Knechtel, Murray
Koopal, Jack
Koopal, Mike & Mae
LaBrie, Bill & Alice
Lawson, Bob & Dyan
Lull, Steve & Wolfe, Meg
McDermid, David
Morrison, Sharon
Nelson, Denny
Nelson, Rick & Marilyn
Reeb, Paul & Pam

Clear as Mud Drywall
Corette, John

Cuffe, Mitchell & Lanette
Curtis, Walt & Lori

Fields, Edwin & Maura
Five Star Rentals & Property Mgmt.
Flynn, Todd & Susan
Forestoration, Inc.

Getter Properties

Gubits, Josh

Harring, Giselle

Hartman, Dewey & Sandra
Kibbe, Jim & Marion

King, John & Maureen

Ricker, Michael

Sponsor ($40 and above)
Magone, Larry & Barb
Metzmaker, Jan & Pete
Moore, John & Janice
MunskiFeenan, June
Norton, Rebecca
Pierson, Deb
Ronseth, Al & Shirley
Roosa, Karl & Elaine
Ruffatto, Chris
Salt, Deb & Tim

In-Kind
OTB Designworks
Phillips Architecture
Sage & Cedar
Shaw, Mike & Marie

Current Grantors

Eckert, Will

Evans, Dave & Kelley

Fanning, Michael & Jill

Follett, Doug & Ann

Graziano, Peter

Harwood, Rollin & Carole

Jette Lake Land Owners Association
Kintla Copy & Creative

Kohnstamm, Betsy & Dan

Madler, Marianne

Gravityshots.com

Mobile Logistics Mapping
Monzingo, Harold & Betty
Nelson's ACE Hardware

lla B. Dousman Fund, Inc.
Montana Fish Wildlife & Parks
Whitefish Community Foundation Grants Fund
Current Research Funders
Montana Fish Wildlife & Parks
Plum Creek Timber Company

Flathead County
Kootenai Lodge Estates

McMullin, David & Jones, Jennifer

Shennan, Janna & Jamie

Schmid, Scott & Cindy
Stack, Jim & Lisa/InvesTech Research
Weinberg, Dan/Angora Ridge Foundation

Stanley, Christine
Tate Interiors

Third Steet Market
Whitefish Credit Union

Ricklefs, Henry & Susan
Svennungsen, Nancy & Mark
Sweeney, Frank

The Lockhart Family
Watershed Consulting, LLC

Sawtelle, Bill & Linda

Shanti, Shima

Stearns, Chuck & Braun, Rita
Stevens, John

Stinson, Alan & Lisa
Streibich, Nancy & John
Trousdale, David & Jeannine
Turski, Patrick & Deborah
Walters, Ed & Susan

White, Jordan

Whitefish Lake Golf Club

Reed, Doug/Whitefish Lake Restaurant Whitefish Legacy Partners

Woodruff, Nancy & Thompson, Steve

Sawtelle, Cami & Eric

Smart, Mike & Timmie

Stearns, Chuck

Steitz, John & Tread®#itz, Carol
Streeter, Mike & Bonnie

SunCrest Homeowners

Swope, Jean Anne & Mechem, James
Verdon, Paul & Colleen

Ward, Dick and Diane

Stillwater Fish House
The Lodge at Whitefish Lake
Two Bear Air

WCF Donor Advised Kramer Family Fund/CF Donor Advised Whisler Family Fund
WCF Donor Advised Shennan Family FMYE€F Donor Advised Whitefish Mtn Resort Fur

Swan Lakers
Whitefish County Water District
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e}/iﬁ)WhltefISh a fundraiser to benefit the Whitefish Lake Institute| |~
pEWine Auction July 3tAugust 1, 2014 ;

i www.whitefishwineauction.org

Visit us at www.whitefishlake.org

/€66G L ‘USHauym
19311S JaAUa(d GE9

3LNLILSNI
i

PT YSHSHYM




