Whitefish Firms up Partnership with State on
Local AIS Stations

Inspection and decontamination stations are fully online for Whitefish Lake boat launches

BY TRISTAN BOOTT OF THE BEADTN

Adber bakung s epato fort iy Whibe sl
Lak mgaizat Lhe Eheval of aquatic kmra-
sive species, the Whitefish City Council
has sabdly 1weakid i3 lecal [Bdpecibim
||||-rr.|'|||||||.Il:-l.'\-:-mp-url'lrllhII.".r EETTE MR-
ulaticms axed irai ming protooo] emphoyed
by Monksns Fisk Wilkdlife ssd Parks

Althongh ke changes are sektle
they include dissclvirg a requiremerd
Ehiaf banatess gy @ decodtamihalion lec
Whieih A bhipeclion- A ation ita® member
deomstho boat & high encaghrisk.

Simeee Memaorial Dy, Bt h the ey of
Whantehish and the Whatefish Lake Imsts-
It hiave been workoing ks cone el bo a0l
& pair of ciy-fusded check dtalna m
e B pramary pablic boat launches on
Whatefish Lake — Whilefish Cily Beach
ared Wi elish Lake Seate Fark — & will
a% o decemaminal jon slation at White-
fish Marize and Powersports on U5
Highway 03

According bo Mike Koopal execative
ahirecior of the nonprefs Whitefsh Lake
Insinmube, the decealaminglion lalion
wan used lo clean 3 e |-foaaled boat
from Michigan afver il was Aigeed ol an
1t e b 9 b oo Ehee Blsc ki Tl | aadiann
Hesorvadion. bt Bas net been fully func-
tional due boa dispate over ending with
Monlana Fuab, Wildlilc ased Farks

“UlHmatcly we capitulabed on ihe
et few and dechded bo seek oul 8 difer
mnl source of funding 1= keop e decon-
famenakion Saton slive,” Koopal sk,
"W kbt scepling voluptary desakios
fram boater who wish 1o coni rifate.”

In finalizing its responss o squaise
v slve speeches, and iR particalar 1o the

pressing threat of invasive quaggs and
zebra mussels, Whitelish leaders unank
resaaily packied an ordi nance aligsing the
cilxs braanimg penbescnd s wild bhee afade’s,
sEtiing o 4 tagging syslem fof Boalers
whio anly lausch o& Whitefiih Lake and
Eaying ount 3 wyedem o the city and siste
R o i bcabe @ mad Shane dals

“We have sl comtemplaged enter-
g kmin enma snrl of agreemend wilh
the staie fo allow ws (o perfonm inspec
tiand,” Whitehih TRty Alersey Angela
Jacela jaid, “ANer masy, many monlba
wie Lhiink we hae combrthing Ul = 2oing
Biv b agreeable ”

Thee Wihitefiah City Coumncil in March
appreved spesaling nearly 800000 65
the plams, moflizg Ehe haves an infest alies
rould wreak on the region ecologically
and econorm koal iy

Balh beally and slabewide, offests ba
rectuor tha risk of agquatic imrasive spe-
ok Sl il A Tl g I T o L S W T
berdies have Been slepped apin response
b thee paosi e diebecbon Last Ballof uriva-
sive mussed larvae eas of the Conlinen-
Lal Mhvide in Tikser Bewerveoar, as well
&t thedr suspeched presence b Camyon
Ferry Resctvoir asd Lhe M issodiss Rives
niar Towewend

#ofar. the iraces of contamination are
peddrscied o the Miveoari Rver Basis
but the likelihood porsists of mssels
hitchdiking om ile bvalls of boats or in
bilge watir or chelitensd away in iFriga-
tiom equipssent. The threat of meeesel
infeat miban hile e pecailly € lose 1o o
Tor Bds working Bo protect the wabers ol
Flathead Lake and its surrcanding met-
work of rivers and ereels, and il cormes
1 rest ak 1k doorstep of Ehe Celumibia

Fiver Basin — U omly magpsr wad crehed
I the West seill believsed 15 be Tree of
quagga and zebra mussels

The umgency of the ibrest is whai
prosmpled (B ity of Whtchich 1o pare-
ner with the Whigchish Lake Inafitute
aredl Momdana State Farks to craft a plan
sarned ol Buaildisg o perimeter of mands-
ey inspection stafions srowand White-
fish Lake. which. compared toother lakes
radiating with seeess poinis, b el alseely
rasy l=ennlam

EBunming through the end of Septems-
b, & mandstory wareforall ndpse-
1wn daliem willl offer extended hours
it Whitefich Uy Bemrli whils & seps-
rale coly-zmn wal ererall Inapeciin slba-
tinn will operafe at Whitsfish Lake S1a1¢
Park. Meamwhile, a decoriambnation
e willl operaie M Whilelsh Marise
amd Powsrsports on LS. Highway %1,
while the boat ramps will aleo be con
trolled alter hiurs

The imepection station 38 Whatefish
iy Beach will opsrate froms 5 aom. (o9
pm. in May, Asgfust and Seplember, and
fromm 5 a.m, io 10 pam. infane and July. At
Wi efech Ladks 5xate Fark. the srepection
#ation will operale from 7 aom. 110 pm

ATEnne Carmyime o ot 3o k-
ieed of Bom-moloreed wateroralt must
stop al all wakeecrall inspec B skations,
and all watercraft must be inspected
prbow o launching in Whitefiah Lake

Deconlamination is mecessary when-
ever a beat is launching in Whibtefish
Lake winh bhallav Lanks of hags; has Been
ima mussed-infested walerway inGhe past
A0 daye: has standing water: of inspee
tird deem B oo difty to [Bapect.
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