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City calls out state for push back on invasive regs

By HEIDI DESCH
Whitefish Pilot

Agency reverses

deCiSION, NOW  rescinod is provious direc
likely will QoW ot equire boats at & “hish

risk” for agquatic in\mkive
boat decon Sosiot 1o ninteed

after Montana Fish, Wildlife
and Parks representatives met
with Whitefish City Council,
some of who admonished the

state agency for its original
decision

Whl[uﬂsh last month Ll‘lmn

ination before lounching into

requiring and
decontamination of boats

based on state regulations the
city couldn’t require watercraft

that include ballast tanks or

bags, no matter where they last
launched, to be decontaminated

before entering the lake.
‘Whitefish officials during

the June 19 Council meeting

called FWP to task on the

moving forward
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.hum Al

about our supplemental
water source. We are con-

ates for the businesses in
our community.” X
Following the meeting
FWP and city
met to hammer out &
memorandum of under-
standing mg;rm.lns boat
inspections for water-
craft entering Whitefish
Lake. Under the proj
agreement, the city would
be allowed to require
boat decontaminations,
but could not charge for

City Attorney Angela
Jacobs on Monday said
the ity and the state
are still determining the
details of the agreement,
but it's likely that the
city will able to amend its
ordinance to once again
require boat decontami-
nations,

“The city ordinance

ould be changed to say
ﬂm it's illegal to launch
if we tell you to decon-

for a list of protocols for
the city inspection sta-
tlons and wants to ensure
that the eity ordi

Whitefish Lake.

before entering Whitefish Lake.

The change comes a week

“They simply don't
drain — they hold

rapective

In May a mussel-fouled
boat intended to launch
in Whitefish Lake was
prevented from d

pped on
the Blackfeet Indian
Reservation on May
21 and after inspectors
found traces of the AIS,
it was then directed to
the Whitefish decontami.
nation station where the
Whitefish Lake Institute,
n;hich;f;nin!mrs the
city’s program, con-
firmed the presence of
2ebra mussels on the
boat.

Feury said he under-
stands that the state has
to balance access for rec:
reation with protecting
the watershed, but he is

has accey that AIS,
like umpmn?ussels. will

However, FWP previously said

Issue.
“I understand maybe we put

| understand maybe we
put the state to shame,
but we’re trying to do
the right thing.”

watershed,” he said.
Boos

watercraft, those that

said there are a  include ballast tanks or
lot of unknowns about bags, those that have
whether dec been in 1-infi

is effective and if mussels
can survive in a ballast
k.

tank.
“It’s not going to go
over well to have strict

mm:h without their sup-

“I feel the same as

you,” Boos told Council.

“I just have a whole state
to protect, we can only do
what we can do.”

r Frank

Sweeney implored the
state to allow the city to
do all it can to protect the
Whitefish Lake.

“The current protocal
leaves much to chance
that doesn't have to be
left to chance,” he said,
“If we screw this up we
can't fix it. We need to
take the approach that
until we know better we
do all that we can. We're
not asking the state to
help fund these statlons.
We're bearing the finan-
cial burden.”

Whitefish Lake
Innsﬂh.lle has said

is in-line with state reg-
ulations, Jacobs noted.

approve the MOU and
an update to the city AIS
ardinance,

FWP representatives
spoke with Council about
the issue during the June
18 meeting.

‘Tom Boos, AlS coordl-
nator for FWP, acknowl-
edged that boats with bal-
last tanks are & concern
in regard to AIS.

protocol for mandatory
decontaminations and
only voluntary donations
are beinz accepted for

support.

Aimee Hocolock, FWP
attorney, told Council
June 19 that she expected
the MOU to be completed
S000.

“We have looked at
the ordinance you have
passed and we do feel
that there could be a
couple of changes to be

de,” she said.

Mike Koopal, executive
director of the Whitefish
Lake Institute, said he
has met with FWP repre-
sentatives to discuss the
MOU.

“This has been an
ever changing issue since
the ordinance went into

ce,” Koopal said. “We
had a healthy discussion
and certainly now all the
parties can come together
to find shared goals and
common solutions to the
issue.”

On Monday, Koopal
said the institute will be
seeking donations to keep
the decontamination sta-
tion running. It already
received funding sup-
port from the Whitefish
Community Foundation
for the station and the
city established an $11,000
contingency fund for its

the state’s water bodies,
Requiring boat decontam-
ination is a small price
to pay for protecting the

A little i

ish as the
right conditions for mus.
sels to inhabit the lake

waters in the past 30
days, those with stand-
ing water or those too
dirty to inspect, must go
through a decontamina-
tion station,

However, once the
ordinance went into
effect in May the state
initially said the city
couldn't require decon-
tamination, according to
Jacobs. In contrast to the
city ordinance, the state's

in infested water in the
prior 30 days,

“The State has relayed
to the City that we must
follow State rules regard-
ing mandatory decon-
tamination if we wish to
continue to operate an
inspection station at State
Park under a [memoran-

dum of understanding),”
Jacobs told Council ina
June 13 memo.

The Montana Invasive
Species Act allows the
state to authorize anoth-
er entity to operate an
inspection station if the
entity agrees to condi-

for [the boat owner] is
hing

could mean for an entire
community and an entire

and an infestation could  tions of an agreement
have effects | by both pa-
including Im:preachhu :ys"a:end to rules adoptad
state.

mental oonsequenm for The state also
W'h'llhleﬁahl ang‘l‘hq: lake. “expressed concern”

e city o itefish  regarding a fee Whitefish
in April passed an ordi-  Lake Institute, which
nance requiring man- runs the decontamina-

datory inspections and

decontamination of boats
;!Illieri.ns Whitefish Lake.
t i

tion station at Whitefish
Marine and Powersporis,
was charging for boat
beca

station at City Beach and
set up a new inspection
station at Whitefish Lake
State Park.

Under the current
vrdinance, all “high risk"

e
of the appearance that the
$40 fee was being charged
to use state waters,
Icfi'li'r:m to Jacobs.

city subsequent'y
implemented the state’s

operation, but the insti-
tute expected to operate
the station off of the $40
decontamination fee.
“Funding is a chal-
lenge to keep the station
open all summer,” he
sald.
Through June 2,
city staff 465

to launch the boat in
Whitefish Lake to test
the motor, according to
the city, but voluntarily
agreed to forego launch-
ing the boat for a month
to ensure it would pose
o risk,

Two other mus-

= .

inspections at City Beach
and 361 at Whitefish Lake
State Park. The station
at Whitefish Marine and
Powersports had com-
pleted 18 inspections, five
combined inspections and
decontaminations, and
eight decontaminations.
‘The mussel-fouled boat
from Michigan that was
eventually decontami-
nated in Whitefish was
first taken to a car wash
and adult zebra mussels

arrange ments were made
with the Flathead Basin
Commission and WLL At
the decontamination sta-
tion in Whitefish, byssal
s associated with
the invasive mussel and
a half of & zebra mussel
was found on the boat.
The owner had planned

were detected in eastern
Montana over Memorial
Day weekend — one was
intercepted at an inspec-
tlon station in Wibaux
and an r failed to stop
at a Hardin inspection
station but was ordered
to return to the station
by the Montana Highway
Patrol,

Aquatic invasive spe-
cies are non-native plants
and animals that impact
water bodies and wet-
lands. An infestation of
zebra or quagga mussels
have become of increas-
ing concern after waters
east of the Continental
Divide last year tested
positive or had suspect
results for zebra mussels.

the state to shame by spending
more per capita on AlS, but
we're trying to do the right
thing here,” Councilor Andy
Feury said. “We've made a
huge financial commitment to
this. We are concerned about
our lake. We are concerned

See Regs, AB



