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Cynthia Ingelfinger joins WLI as
Science and Education Coordinator

Cynthia Ingelfinger joined WLI's staff as its Science and
Education Coordinator on January 2nd. She came to
WLI from the Flathead Conservation District where she
was the Assistant Conservationist. Cynthia will coordi-
nate the Northwest
Montana Lakes Volun-
teer Monitoring Net-
work and conduct
WLI's baseline field
work. Prior to her work
at the Flathead Con-
servation District, Cyn-
thia was an Outreach
Coordinator for the Ips-
wich River Watershed
Association and prior to 1}
that, a Research Asso- Cynthla lngelflnger

ciate for the Wilderness Photo Courtesy: Whitefish Pilot
Society—bhoth in Mas-

sachusetts. She is knowledgeable about scientific re-
search processes and has experience integrating sci-
ence, fieldwork, critical thinking and public outreach. An
excellent communicator and writer, with grant writing
and educational program development experience, Cyn-
thia is a welcome addition to WLI's staff.

Cynthia earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in Environ-
mental Studies from Brown University, a Master of Sci-
ence in the Field Naturalist Program from the University
of Vermont, and completed a one year Professional
Residency in Environmental Education at the Teton Sci-
ence School.

Nicky Ouellet Receives
Chris Ruffatto Excellence in Education Award

On February 71, WLI presented its Chris Ruffatto Excel-
lence in Education Award at the Whitefish Chamber of
Commerce Community
Awards Gala. Montana
Public Radio Reporter
Nicky Oulette was se-
lected to receive this
award as a result of her
extraordinary contribu-
tion to water quality
education through her .
“SubSurface: Resisting Mike Koopal presents Nicky
Montana’s Underwater S?”e"et with WLI's

R ewardship Award.
Invaders deCEI_St' The Photo courtesy: Whitefish Pilot
podcast—aired in 5
episodes during November and December of last year—
educated the public on scientists’ and citizen efforts to
understand and combat (continued on Page 2...)
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(Nicky Ouellet from Page 1...) Aquatic Inva-
sive Species (AIS). Nicky’s prior work produc-
ing radio and web stories in northwest Mon-
tana has included excellent coverage on natu-
ral resource and land management issues.
Her work to closely examine and describe for
Montanans the increasing threat of AIS consti-
tutes a breakthrough in public education on
the issue.

S1uhSurface

Montana
= Public Rodio

Averill Family Receives Recognition from WLI, Governor

Bullock and Senator Tester for Stewardship Efforts
At the Whitefish Chamber of Commerce Awards ceremony on February
7th, the Averill Family was thanked for their on-going support of water
quality initiatives in Whitefish. WLI presented the family with a framed
recognition piece that included letters of appreciation from Montana
Governor Steve Bullock and U.S. Senator Jon Tester.

Timeline of Averill Family contributions to water quality:

2007- WLI and Friends of Wisconsin Avenue Wetlands invited by the
Averill Family to broker a solution that allowed for economic expansion
while preserving important wetland habitat across from The Lodge at
Whitefish Lake as part of the Viking Creek development proposal.
2009- The Viking Creek development proposal was unanimously ap-
proved by the Whitefish Planning Board and City Council, and touted as
a template for future development.

2010- 2015~ The Lodge at Whitefish Lake hosted WLI's fundraising
event- The Whitefish Wine Auction, to support trail construction and
management of the wetlands.

2013- WLI opened the Living Wetlands Interpretive Trail in the wet-
lands, a great community amenity and educational venue to hundreds
of Flathead Valley students and adult geo-tourism groups.

2017- Averill Family commits to a very generous donation to WLI in
support of water quality projects including AIS prevention.

Mike Koopal and Lori Curtis present the framed recognition piece to
Brian and Fabienne Averill at the Whitefish Chamber of Commerce
Awards Gala. Photo courtesy Whitefish Pilot.

LakeFront



WLI's Committees Updated to
Address Current Needs of the Community

WLI's Science Advisory Committee (SAC) has, since its
inception, provided scientific and technical guidance to
WLI's efforts to conduct research that results in important
data for resource management decision makers in the
Whitefish Lake Watershed and surrounding waterbodies.
WLI works to continually enhance data collection, scientific
research, and the communication of research results on
Whitefish Lake and local streams. The SAC is responsible
for providing input to the scientific methodology used by
WLI to collect data, and for review of study results. SAC
members will also be assisting in the planning and execu-
tion of the first Montana Lake Conference to be held in
Spring of 2019. New to the SAC are Ryan Richardson and
Paul McKenzie.

Ryan Richardson is a fluvial geomorphologist for River
Design Group (RDG), a Whitefish based river restoration
firm, where he conducts river restoration efforts across
Montana and Idaho ranging from dam removals to water-
shed assessments. He holds a MS in Geography and Water
Resources from Wyo-
ming and a BS in Earth
Science from Furman
University. Prior to join- gasts =
ing RDG Ryan worked 240
as a geomorphic techni-
cian for the Rocky
Mountain Research
Station with the US For-
est Service where he
worked on mountain
streams throughout
Wyoming. Though
Ryan has focused on river and streams, his expertise with
remote sensing and drone application make him a great
addition to the WLI team. Ryan is excited to apply the latest
techniques in his field to our monitoring programs on White-
fish Lake and local streams.
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Ryan Richardson

Paul McKenzie is a Lands & Resource Manager for F.H.
Stoltze Land & Lumber Co. in Columbia Falls where he first
came to work in 2003 as a Management Forester. Paul is
tasked with oversight of three professional foresters who
are responsible for all aspects of land management on the
company’s 39,000 acre tree farm. He also oversees the
procurement of sawlog material for the Stoltze sawmill, bio-
mass for the 2.5 MW cogeneration facility and management
of company and contract logging crews. Paul has a BS in
Forest Management from the University of New Hampshire,
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is a Society of American For-
esters “Certified Forester,” and
has practiced forestry for a va-
riety of private, industry and
agency organizations in loca-
tions ranging from New Eng-
land to Alaska. He is an active
participant in many collabora-
tive efforts and community or-
ganizations on a local and na-
tional scale, including board
member of the Kootenai Forest .
Stakeholders, member of the Paul McKenzie
Whitefish Range Partnership and Whitefish Face Working
Group, past President of the Montana Wood Products Asso-
ciation, member of the Flathead County Resource Advisory
Committee, the Columbia Falls Chamber of Commerce, and
the Society of American Foresters, and is active in the Fed-
eral Timber Purchaser's committee.

WLI's Citizens Advisory Committee (CAC) enables di-
verse community involvement and participation in support of
the science, education and community stewardship goals of
WLI. The CAC provides a forum for the exchange of infor-
mation between citizens and WLI, conducts community out-
reach, and provides opportunities for learning about—and
engaging in—Whitefish Lake Watershed issues. To those
ends, CAC members are responsible for participating in the
Whitefish Community Foundation’s Great Fish Challenge;
providing annual recommendations for WLI's Ripple Effect
Scholarship Program, Community Stewardship Awards, and
volunteering on National Trails Day at the Living Wetlands
Interpretive Nature Trail to help maintain the trail. In 2019,
the committee will help with registration for the inaugural
Montana Lakes Conference. WLI is currently seeking addi-
tional members for the CAC. Please send inquiries to
lori@whitefishlake.org or call 406.862.4327.

WLI Staff Committee Assignments
WLI staff participate on a number of committees to strength-
en partnerships and to broaden the reach of the organiza-
tion. Mike Koopal is a governor appointed member of the
Upper Columbia Conservation Commission (UC3) and the
Flathead Basin Commission. He also serves on the White-
fish Climate Action Plan Committee. Lori Curtis is a governor
appointed member and chair of the UC3. She also serves as
a supervisor for the Flathead Conservation District. Cynthia
Ingelfinger serves on the Haskill Basin Watershed Group,
Flathead Consortium of Resource Educators (CORE), and
the Flathead Conservation Roundtable.



Winter Photos
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Your WLI staff (L-R) Mike Koopal, Lori Curtis, and Thomas Woolf, Aquatic Invasive Species Bureau Chief for Montana
Cynthia Ingelfinger. Fish, Wildlife & Parks presented to the Upper Columbia
R Conservation Commission (UC3) at the January 24t meeting.
Photo courtesy Patrick Reilly, Th
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Mike Koopal answers questions about the WLI baseline monitoring
program at the Stream Gaging in the Flathead Basin Workshop
hosted by the Soil and Water Conservation Districts of Montana.

WLI's Living Wetlands Interpretive Nature Trail -
Beautiful in all seasons.

—Past Issues of LakeFront are available on our website www.whitefishlake.org—
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Fletcher, Susan
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Abell, Tarn & Marybeth
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Aronsson, Peter & Cheri

Askew, Turner & Nan

Baker, Richard & Shirley
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Barrett, Mary Jane

Bauch, Duane & Valerie

Bay Point Country Homes

Bell, Paul & Colleen

Bennett, Robert & Caryl

Best, Melissa

Blood, Lex

Campbell, Luther & Dorothy
Center For Native Plants
Chadwick, Doug & Karen Reeves
Chauner, Ron & Jackie
Chauner-Niendorf, Cyndi

Bennett, Michael and Mary Lynn Southers
Birch Hill Homes
Bruzek, Bill & Judith
Burg, Bill & Kay

Burger, Greg and Angie
Cavin, Ben

Chauner, Linda
Courtney, Joe and Jill
Croskrey, Jen & Jerry
Curtis, Kitty

Daniels, Scott & Karen
Eaton, Trish

Ennis, Felicia

Fanning, Michael & Jill
Fitzpatrick, Bill

Follett, Doug & Ann
Fong, Gary & Denise

Applied Materials
Cadeau Foundation

Berry, Jim
Curtis, Walt

Whitefish Lake Institute Supporters
Sustainers ($20,000 and above)
The Lodge at Whitefish Lake- Averill Family

Fellow ($5,000 and above)

Gregory, Joe & Cindy
Jones, Bill & Ann

Pastor, Monica
Shennan, Janna & Jamie

Guarantor ($1,000 to $4,999)

Hoag, Jim & Anna

InvesTech Research- Jim & Lisa Stack
Kramer Family Fund

Krueger, D. Brian

McCann, Paul & Janice

Muhlfeld, John & Stephanie Sunshine
Quinn, Tom & Teresa
Raudabaugh, Joseph & Beverly
River Design Group

Schlinger Family Foundation

Visionary ($500 to $999)

Cowett, Mark & Connie

Gordon, Richard & Cheryl Watkins
Gustafson, Mike

Hildner, Richard & Suzanne
Houston Point Homeowners
Hurraw! Balm LLC

Jenson, Mike & Barb

Haverstock, Brent & Karen

Haymon, Robert & Barbara Krausekhopf
Hughes, David & Siobhan

Joanna Hoefle Trust

Kelly, Jim

Koopal, Craig & Ann

LaChance, Tom & Cindy

Lindbergh Lake HOA

Losleben, George & Connie Johnson
Maetzold, Charlie & Linda

Christian, Steve & Doreen
Cockrell, Dale & Judy
Corette, Kim

Cuffe, Mick & Lynette

Curtis, Walt & Lori

Eckert, Will

Eickman, Kim

Erickson, Bart and Carole
Fields, Edwin & Maura

Five Star Rentals & Property Mgmt.
Fleming, Donald

Gary & Annell Danczyk
Gersh, Judah & Tanya
Gibson, Keith

Graf, Dick & Gayle

Graziano, Peter

Hartman, Dewey & Sandra
Hauf, Ron

Heinrich, Klause & Joaquenia

Gordon, Rob and Karin Hilding
Grady, David & Linda Engh-Grady
Gunderson, Greg

Haller, Bruce and Kaye
Harding, Tom & Sue

Harrison, Ruth

Hartlieh, John & Kathi
Hartman, Melissa

Hunt, Leslie

Ingelfinger, Franz & Cynthia
Jones, Lisa

Jones, Robert

Kavanagh, John & Laverne
Kintla Copy & Creative
Kohnstamm, Betsy & Dan
Kunau, Betsy

Lawson, Bob & Dyan

Lion Mountain Homeowners

Lion Mountain, Inc.

Lyman, Ched & Becky

Mance, Mark & Katherine Callahan
Ricklefs, Hank & Sue

Robitzski, Steven

Ryan, Bill & Bev

Benefactor ($250 $499)

Mayo, Janet

McKeever, Marlin and Maureen
Montalban, Cora Belle

Nelson, Denny

Rattray, Jason & Kristina
Reich, Victoria

Repke, John & Beth
Richardson, Ryan

Rouse, Ernest & Jane

Salt, Deb & Tim

Leader ($100 to $249)

JCCS, P.C.

Jette Lake Land Owners Association

Jordan, Wink

Kibbe, Jim & Marion

King, John & Maureen

Knechtel, Murray & Deb Bartlett

Koopal, Jack

Koopal, Mike & Mae

Krezowski, Joseph

Labrie, Bill & Alice

Lieser, Ed and Susan

Linderman, Natalie

Malletta, Sue & Joe

McDermid, David

McMullin, David & Jennifer Jones

Mechem, Jim and Jean Anne Swope

Mi Casa Pottery

Morrison, Sharon

Nelson's Ace Hardware
Sponsor ($40 to $99)

Linne, Mitchell & Gail

Madler, Marianne

Magone, Larry & Barb

Mclntyre, Curt

Mercer, Jonathan

Metzmaker, Jan & Pete

Mikulas, Jean & Ram

Monzingo, Harold & Betty

Moore, John & Janice

Norton, Rebecca

O'Neil, Rob & Christy

Pierson, Debhie

Poehling, Michael & Sharon

Regev, Nir & Cherie

Ronfeldt, Stephen & Mary

Ronseth, Shirley

Roosa, Karl & Elaine

Current Grantors & Research Funders

City of Whitefish
lla B. Dousman Fund

F & H Surveying
Ford, Tom

Active Members who have donated for 10+ years since 2005
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Montana Fish Wildlife & Parks

Whitefish Community Foundation Great Fish Match

In-Kind
Gravityshots.com
Mobile Logistics Mapping

Taylor, Don & Ruth

Soroptimists of Whitefish
Tate Interiors
Whisler, Steve & Ardy

Stinson Family Foundation
Third Street Market

Whitefish Credit Union
Whitefish Mountain Resort Fund

Salvagio, Philip

Scott, Peter & Lori Asplund
Shanti, Shima

Stanley, Christine

Straub, Carl

Summer Days, LLC

Sutter, Ronals & Margo
Svennungsen, Nancy & Mark
Vandenburgh, John & Kristen
Watershed Consulting, LLC

North Country Builders, Inc.
Phelps, John

Ricker, Michael

Rowles, Roger

Sawtelle, Bill & Linda
Schroeter, Franklin & Sun
Sheffels, Marcia

Sloan, Gary and Mary

Stolte, Don & Linda
Trousdale, David & Jeannine
Turski, Pat & Deb

Walters, Ed & Susan

Ward, Dick & Diane

Whitefish Lake Golf Club
Whitefish Lake Restaurant
Whitefish Marine & Powersports
Zant, Nancy

Ruffatto, Chris

Sawtelle, Cami & Eric

Schuber, Nancy

Sherman, Roger

Smart, Mike & Timmie
Spanninger, Philip & Janet
Stearns, Chuck & Rita

Steitz, John & Carol Treadwell
Strand, Timothy and Sukey Pfirman
Streeter, Mike & Bonnie

Sullivan, Colleen

Towne Printer

Van Everen, Mark & Heidi

Verdon, Paul & Colleen

Williams, Amy

Woodruff, Nancy & Steve Thompson

Whitefish County Water District

Active Members who have donated for 5-9 years since 2005
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| Whitefish Lake Institute Membership Coupon |
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Great Gift Ideas ) Support WLI by purchasing

from WLI- our specialty license plate
visit our website +f for $25. Your county treasur-
or stop by the er will charge an additional
office to geta -, one-time fee to cover admin-
map, bumper | istrative costs at the time of
sticker, or other purchase. The plate will be
great items. | | automatically renewed each

year after purchase.
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